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\ 8. EX. 
J Preſume to lay before you a ſmall 
Work, not that I think any Work 
of mine worthy to be alfred 10 
your Name; but I know you will 
like my Intention, and not deſpiſe 


, my weak Endeavors. 


My deſign is to ſecond your Ad- 
monitions, and purſue thoſe Direction: 
you gave me, for the Iſtruct ion of 


my Scholars. 


1 


— 


INTRODUCTION 


bY bumbly conccive there may be 
room for an Fſſay of this Nature; 
for among many Books wiry good in 


their kind, I have not met with an), 


but they ſcem to me too long, or too 
difficult for young Perſons. 


Whether my Attempt may be uſeful, 
and how it may be put in Pradice, 1 
ſubmit to your „e Jour Ap- 
probation, and the Benefit of others. 


. thereby, will yield ample Satisfaction to 


our moſt humble Servant, 


Gilbert Nelſon. 


' 


T 


ſtian 
prin 
and 

be v 
he « 
Bible 


be 
ure, 
nin 
any, e- 


* too THE 


%% PREFACE. 


ce, . 
hs: 

ahora 1 E following Eſiay contains @ 

n to rational Account of the Chri- 

ſtian Religion, which doth explain 

principal Texts of Holy Scripture, 

, and is confirmed by them. It will 

be very profitable to the Reader, if 

be ſhall find out thoſe Texts in his 

ſon. Bible, and read ſome Verſes before 

and after them, | 

This Work conſiſts of ſhort Ar- 

' ticles, which may be read ſeparately, 

and yet there is ſuch a Connexion of one 

HE A 3 with 


T he Prefare. 


with another, as if it was one Di- 
courle. 1 
IT have hereto added a Diſcourſe 


upon the Holy Scriptures, in Order 


to fix in Youth an early Reverence 
of God's Word, and to prevent ill 
Principles, which frequently ſeize up- 
on weak Underſtandings, and continue 
an invincible Prejudice. 

I have alſo added a Diſcourſe vp- 
on FAITH, that YOUTH may be 
prepoſſeſſed with a true Notion of 
it; becauſe they are apt to be by- 


alled into a miſunderſtanding of that 


moſt neceſſary Part of Chriſtianity, 
as if it were the Whole. 


I defign a Second Part, which will 


be altogether Practical, being Diſcourſes 
u 


ing all diligence, add to your Faith 
Vertne, to Vertue Knowledge, &c. 2 
Peter, 1. 3, 6, | | 


The 


Moral Vertues, from theſe Words, 


ed 
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The Young Chriſtians 


MONITOR 


Have principally deſign'd herein to inſtruck 
young People, by a ſhort and eaſy Me- 
thod. But in the firſt Place, I recom- 
mend both to old and young, the Com- 
mon Prayer of the Church of England; 
not only to be uſed by Way of Devotion, but 
alſo to be read for Inſtruction. For that in- 
comparable Book does not only Teach Men 
how to Pray, but alſo to Practice. The Pray- 
ers themlelves are full of Doctrine, and expla- 


natory Expreſſions of our Belief. There are 


excellent Directions in the Communion Of- 
fice. The Exhortations to the Receiving of the 
erſwaſive. The 
ortation at the Time of Celebration doth 
very well explain the Nature and Deſign of 
that Holy Ordinance. So that a Chriſtian may 
be well edify'd, and attain a competent Know- 
ledge, by the Church Catechiſm, and thoſe ex- 
cellent Forms of Divine Service in our Common 
Prayer-Book. 

Knowledge may be ſtill improved, and Faith 
confirm'd by larger Explanations, and variety 

+ 
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of Argu 
other Books worthy to be read; particularly 
that called, T he whole Duty 7 Mun. But theſe 
are rather fit for Perſons of full Age, and ripe 
Underſtanding. 

I thought it might be profitable to young 
People, to follow the Church Catechiſm, with a 
Mort Account of the Chriftian Religion, ſhewing 
the Reaſon and Foundation of it, in a Man- 
ner proportionable to the Reaſon ard Capaci- 
ty of Youth. This have attempted, and par- 
ticularly defign'd to explain the Nature of the 
„ Loma of the Lord's Supper, that young 
Perſons may attain a competent Knowledge of 
it, as Toon as they are by Age capable of being 
Partakers of that Holy Communion. 

By this Means Touth will be led to further De- 
of Knowledge and Vertue, and to a dili- 
gent Uſe of all God's Ordinances, till they come 
to be ME N in CHRIS I. For God's 
(Ordinances are the Means of Grace. The Word 
.and Sacraments, and Prayer in the Name of 
Teſus Chrift, are the Means to procure that dai- 
% Bread, by which the Soul is nouriſh'd. As 
theſe Exerciſes are neglefted, ſo far Youth is 
commonly void of Grace. For we may expect 
that B in God's Way, not in our own 
idle Way. He that faith I will repent, when 
God gives me Grace, and takes no further Care, 
2; like $0 want it. It is a wicked Preſumption, 

A 


ments ; which are to be met with in. 
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to neglect the immortal Soul, and indulge cor- 
rupt Nature, which is Emnity againſt God. So 
great Iniquity tempts and provokes the Al- 
mighty in the higheſt Degree; fo as to give 
Men up to Hardneſs of Heart, and Impenitency. 
Rom. 2. F. and g. 18. 

But we ſhall never want, if we ſincerely 
taboar for the Meat that endureth unto ever- 
laſting Life. Gd ſeldom denies a. Bleſſing to 
proper Means, much leſs to his own Appoint- 
ments. He will not turn Srozes into Bread; 
but he bleſſeth the Labour of the Husbandman, 
and cauſeth the Earth to bring forth abun- 
dantly : Much rather will he bleſs our Spiri- 
tnal Labour, that we may live and grow in 
Grace, till we come in the Unity of the 
Faith, and of the Knowledge of the S ON 
of G O D, unto a Perfect Man, unto the 
Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of 
CHRIST: Ef. 4 13. 

The Care of the Soul is alſo a Means to pro- 
cure that daily Bread by which the Body is 
ſupported. It entitles us to the Care and 
Protection of Divine Providence. For as duti- 
ful Children oblige their Parents; ſo may we 
engage the Love of our Heavenly Father, that 
he will bleſs our honeſt Endeavours, and not 
let us want neceſſary Things. Seek ye firſt the 
Kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs, and all 
theſe Thines ſpall be added unto you. Mat. 6. 33. 
Godlineſs is profitabl: unto all Things, having 
promiſe of the Life that now is, and of that 


which is to come, 1 Iim. 4. 8. A 
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A Brief Account of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, with Inſtructions concerning the 
LoRD's Supper, ſhewing the Nature 
and End of that Holy Sacrament. 


The BEING of G 0D. 


L II is evident from Reaſon, as well as Re- 
velation, That there is a G O D. He 
is diſcovered by his Works, as a Fountain 

by it's Streams. For no Being could make it 

ſelf ; therefore there muſt be a Cauſe of 

Things, which having no Cauſe before it, is 

in it's own Nature Eternal: And this firit 

Cauſe, having made all Things out of No- 

thing, is an Almighty Power. The inviſible 

Things of Him ( from the Creation of the 

World) are clearly ſeen, being underſtood 

by the Things that are made, even His Eter- 

nal Power and God- Head. Rom. 1. 20. 


The Divine Perfection. 


II. A S8 G O Dis Almighty : So He is ne- 
ceſſarily every Way Perfect. Almigh- 

ty Power implies the Being of every Divine 
Attribute in the ſame Degree of — 
oY | : 
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The Perfections that are found in all the Crea- 
tures, are much more eminent in the Crea- 
tor. As there is no End of His Greatneſs; 
So he is Infinitely Holy, Just, and Good, yea, 
and his Wiſdom is Infinite.» Pſal. 14 7, 5. 


O D's Sovereignty. 


NM. TFHerefore God is to be feared, worſhip- 

ped and obey'd with all the Powers that 
he hath given; He is the Supream Lord, and has 
abſolute Authority over all His Works. His 
Will is a Law to His Creatures, and His Ho- 
lineſs the Rule of His Will: Whatſoever is 
not conformable to the Holineſs of God, is a 
Tontradiction of His Will, and Rebellion a- 
gainſt the Xing of Kings, whoſe Juſtice is molt 
perfect and terrible. He cannect look on Iniqui- 
ty, Heb. 1. 13. The thoughts of the Wicked are 
an abomination to the Lord, Prov. 13. 16. The 
carnal Mind is Emnity againſt God. Rom. 8. 7. 


The fall of Man. 


IV. II is evident from Reaſon as well as Re- 
velation, that the Nature of Man is 
not ſuch as it was at firſt; becauſe 

it is contrarv to the Holineſs of Gad to make 

a Rational Creature inclin'd to Evil. With- 

out doubt Gd made all things good and mo 

is 
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His own Glory; no Evil can dwell with Him: 
But every imagination of Mans Heart is evil from 
hrs Touth. Gen. 8. 21. 

Therefore it follows, that Man hath ſinned 
away his good Nature, and fallen into a de- 
praved State. There isan Original Sin on Cor- 
ruption, whence we are ſhaper in Iniquity and 
Conceiv'd in Sin. Pſal. Fl. 5. 


The Miſery of Mankind. 
Vs g N being diſhonourable to God, and infi- 


nitely hated by Him, hath caſt Man outof 


His favour, into a State of Condemnati- 
on, out of which Miſerable Condition he could 
never recover by his own Power, no more 
than he could his Primitive Innocence. Who 
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? Not 
one. Job. 14. 4. All have Sinned, and come 
Hhort of the Glory of Ged. Rom. 3. 23. 


Divine Juſtice muſt be ſatisfied. 


VL TH E Infinite Juſtice of God requirgs an 

equal ſatisfaction for offences com- 
| mitted againſt His Infinite Majeſty ; 
and this ſatisfaction Man could not give, but 
by ſuffering Eternal Puniſhment from the E- 
verlaſting wrath of God. We ave by Nature 
Children of Wrath. Epheſ. 2. 3. And the —* 

0 
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of Sin is Death. Rom. 6. 23. For Sin is the 
rr anſgreſſion of tle Law of God. 1 Jo. 3. 4. 
And he hath greater Power than Men to Puniſh, 
He is able to deſtroy both Soul and Body in Hell. 
Mat. 10. 28. 


Satisfattion given by Jeſus Chriſt. 


VII. N ONE other but a Perſon equal to Gd 
could make ſatisfaction to Divine Ju- 
ſtice inſtead of Man, and this hath been done 
by Jeſus Criſt the Son of God, who took Hu- 
mane Nature, .that he might ſuffer Death for 
us. He was delivered for our offences. Rom. 4. 
25. Chriſt hath redeemed us from the Curſe of 
the Law. Gal. 3. 13. Who being in the form 
of God, thought it no robbery to be equal with 


Cod; and being made in the likeneſs of Men, 


became obedient to Death, even the Death of the 
Croſs. Phil. 2. 6. 7. 8. 


The firſt Croenait. 


VIII. GO D had made a Covenant with the 

firſt Man Adam andin him with all 
Mankind, it was called the Covenant of Works, 
wherein Life was promiſed, upon condition 


of Perſonal and Perfect Obedience. Then A- 


dam was able to keep the Law, but did not; 


and Humane Nature was fo corrupted by his 


Tranſ- 
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Tranſgreſſion, that none of his Polterity conld 
live by that Covenant. By sa, Aan Sin en- 
tered into the Nerld and Death by Sin, Rom. 5.12. 


The ſecond Covenant, 


* 2 B U T the Son of G O D having under- 

taken to be a Mediator betwixt GOD 
and Man; GOD was pleaſed to enter into a 
New Covenaut with Mankind, a Covenant of 
Grace and Mercy, wherein he promiſes for the 
Ake of CHRIS T's Sufferings, to forgive 
the Sins of all thoſe that ſincerely repent and 
believe, and to make them Partakers of Eternal 
Life; Whence the Blood of CHRIST, which 
was ſhed upon the Croſs, is called, the Blood 
of the Covenant. Heb. 10. 29. As in Adam 
all die: So in CH XI S Thall all be made 
alive, 1 Cor. 15. 22. 


The Sufficiency of ESS CHRIST. 


X; T* E Divinity of Chriſt is Witneſſed by 
Almighty Power, which confirm'd 
His word ; and our Redemption was 
finiſhed by the Meritorious Sacrifice of His 
Death, who being Man could Suffer, being God 


could Merit. Chrift our Paſſover is Sacriſiced for 


, 1 Cor. 5 7. GOD Himſelf purchaſed u 
by His own Blood, Acts, 20. 28. We are bought 


with 
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with a Price, 1 Cor. 6. 20. And we have Rez 
demption through His Blood, the Forgiveneſs 
of Sins, according to the Riches of his Grace, Eph. 


1. 7. 


Juſt iſicution by JESUS CHRIST. 
XI. THE Son of God having made a full, per- 


feſt and ſufficient Sacrifice for Sin, 
by a Price of Infinite Value, God may 


de juſt in the Forgiveneſs of Sin: We are juſ- 


tified freely by His Grace, through the Re- 
demption that is in Jeſus Chris, whom God 
hath ſet forth to be a Propitiation, through 
Faith in His Blood, to declare His Righteoul- 
neſs, that He might be Juſt, and the Fuftifier of 
him which believeth in Jeſus, Rom. 3. 25, 26. 


Repentance. 


XII. Orr Repentance and Faith 
are required. Repentance is not on- 
ly a Sorrow for Sin, but ſach a Con- 


cern of Mind, as doth produce a full Reſoluti- 


on to forſake Sin, and to turn from Satan unto 
Gods It is a Holy change of Mind, by the Aſſiſt- 
ance of Divine Grace, that produces a like 
change in our Lives and Converſations, R 


and be Converted that your Sins may be blotted 
our 7 Acts. 3. 1 9. 
Faith 


* 
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XIII. FälTn is a Belief of Ged's Word, 
| and a truſt in His Promiſes, where- 
by we embrace with our Mind and Affection, 
the Lord Yeſus, as the only begotten Son of 
God, and Saviour of the World, caſting onr 
| ſelves upon God's Mercy through Him, for 
Pardon of Sin, and Eternal Salvation A true 
FAIT H is productive of good Works, 
becauſe it finds them annexed to the Promiſes, 
as Conditions to be performed by us; and by 
ſuch a Faith we are Juſtified or accounted Juſt 
before Ged, through the Merits of Jou Crit. 
Being Juſt ified ty Ftith, m hade Peace mith Gcd, 
through car Lord Jeſus Cbriſt. Rom. 5. L 


C FOX XS. 


AV. G OO D Works are neceſſary, becan”: 

without Holineſs, no Man ſhall ſce 
the LORD; lt is that which makes us a- 
greeable to G O D, and fit for the Heavenly. 
Society. But our Work is imperfect, infinite- 


XV. 
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ly ſhort of being Meritorious; for by Works 


no Man living can be juſtified ; and who cau 
y, 1 have made my Heart clean, I am pure 
from my Siu? Prov. 20. 9. 

Our Nature is now uncapable, nor is Perfe- 
ion expected, but Sincerity z we mult aili- 
gently endeavour to pleaſe Cod and Jeſus 


Chriſt will ſupply all our Wants. For by one 


Offering he hath perfected for ever them that 


are Sanitified, whereof the Holy Ghoſt is alſo a a 5 9 
Witneſs to us. Heb. 10. 14, 15. c- | poſ 
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Regeneration and Santtificaticn. 


* R Eseneration, is a Reformation of Na- 
ture by Grace, and Sanctification is 
the Perfection of a Chriſtian, or ſuch a 
Degree of Holineſs, as God will accept in Chriſt. 
God is the efficient Cauſe, Faith is the Inſtru- 
ment, and the Holy Spirit is the Agent, who 
reneweth the Mind, purifying the Heart by 
Faith. Acts, 15. 9. » 
Faith bringeth forth Works, and Works im- 
prove Faith. There is a mutual Aſſiſtance be- 
tween Faith and Practice; For as Faith firſt 
engageth Practice; ſo Practice ſtrengthens Be- 
lief; and as Works prove a true Faith, fo Faith 
Sanctifieth our imperfett Work, and according 
to our preſent Capacity, perfetts Holineſs in the 
Fear of God; and this is the Will of God, even 


vour Sanfification. 1 Theſſ. 4. 3. 


The Excellency of Chriftianity, 


other Religion can poſſibly ſup- 


XVI. N 0 
\ pott a Man under this Thought 


That he muſt 


appear at the Judgment Seat o 


Inſinite Majeſty. There are ſo many ſecret Sins, 
ſo many humane Frailties, ſo many Offences of 
| Ignorance and Paſlion, fo many unregarded 
Words and Thoughts in the beſt of Men, ſo ma- 
ny Defects in our beſt Actions, that it is 
the 
Ad- 


impoſſible we e 6 cleared, without 
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Advantage of ſuch an Expiation, as the Goſpel the 
hath revealed to us. Here is the' only Means belic 
whereby our Guilt may be taken away, and our and 
imperfe& Obedience accepted. Nor is any cran 
other Religion ſo powerful to advance Holineſs. mor 
The Goſpel of Chriſt is the Power of Ged unto Sal- Chrij 
vation to every one that believeth. Rom. 1. 16. fins 7 
the þ 


The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. it} 


1 C5 
XVII. 1 order to all Poſſible Senttification,we 
muſt apply our ſelves to God's Ordi- XIX. 
8 nances, eſpecially the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, the moſt Solemn Ordinance 
that ever was Inſtituted; this is the Confirma- Elem 
tion of God's Mercy to Man, and of Man's duty , and 
to his Code we muſt receive it with Faith, with- pee, 
out which it is impoſlible to pleaſe God. Heb. v 
11. 6. We mult believe that Jeſas Chriſt is our jew 
Saviour by His Suffer ings, and truſt in His Me- Him. 
rits, as the Efficacious means of Salvation. Fe 19. 
that believeth on Him hath everlaſting Life. John bye 4 
6. 4.7. Cup, | 


| | Cor. 
T he Nature of this Sacrament. 


XVIII. JN this Sacrament wee receive the - 
| dy and Blood of Chrift, not natu- ind re 
.__ rally, but we Spiritually Eat His per, 2 
5 and Drin His Blood; that 18, by Faith, thit ic 
wo do as it were Eat and Drink into our _ our im 


4 
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ſpel the Everlaſting Benefits of Chrift's Death. To 
> po believe in ChriFF Crucified, 1s to Eat His 
our and Drink His Blood. Jo. 6 $3. But in this Sa- 
any crament Believers Eat the! ſame Spirittal Meat 
neſs. more plenteouſſy; and areUnited together with 
Fal- Chrift in one Myſtical Body : The Cup bf Bleſ- 
16. Ang which we bleſs, is it not the Communion 

the Blood of Chrift * The Bread which we bre 

is it not the Communjon of the Body of Chrift 

1 Cor. 10. 16. | 
„ we The outward Sign. | 
Irdi- XIX. THESE Words, This is my Body and 
nt of this is my Blood, are not to be under- 
ance | ſtood, as if there were a change of the 
rma- Elements, as the + cv hold ; but the Bread 
duty. and Ine are ſo called by an uſual Figurg of 
vith= Speech, being 4 Ratolbatation or Sign of the 
Heb. Body and Blood of Chriſt, by which we Ke- 
our member His Death, and declare our Belief in 
Me- Him. Do this in Remembrance of pe. Luke, 22- 
. He 19. ForHe is tiot now preſent in 93 
John bur 44 often as ye Eat this Bread and Drink t 

Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's Death till be come. 1 

Cor. 11. 26. | 

| The inward and Spiritual Grace. 


„ XX. MEvertheleſs the Body and Blood of 
ie Bo- N Chrift are verily and indeed taketr 
natu- and received by the Faithful in the Lois Sup 
++ 4 per, according to the Spiritual meaning 6 *_ 
Faith, that is, in all the Benefits intended by it 
* our immortal Souls. 7 * Eating of the * 

2 | 


— 


3 | 
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in a Literal Sence would be un-natural, and 
unprofitable to the defign of Fuith; without 
which you do not Eat the Bread of Life, tho' 


you receive the Holy Sacrament: But by be- 
lieving through the Spirit, and expreſſing our 
Belief in the Holy Sacrament, our Souls are 


truely fed with the Benefits of On iſt's Sacrifice | 


by the Operation of the ſame Spirit. It is the 
—_— that quickneth, the Fleſh profiteth no- 
thing. T he Words that I ſpeak unto you, they are 
| Spirit, and they are Life, John. 6. 63. 


The benefits of this Sacrament. 
XXI. HE Benefits of this Holy Sacra- 


ment are, the Pardon of our Sins, 
ſealed to us 5 A Refreſhment of the Soul by a 


comfortable Hope of future Happineſs, which 
is confirmed to a worthy Receiver; that is, 
whom GOD accounts worthy, upon his ſin- 
cere Repentance, and devout Addrefles, ren- 
dred acceptable by Jeſus Chriſt. Another Be- 
nefit is the ſtrengthning of our Souls, with new 
Supplies of Divine Grace, by which. they are 


nouriſh'd unto Helineſs, and made fit for the 
Heavenly Life. For Chriſt preſents to the 


Father his Sufferings, which we commemorate, 


and procures all Things needful for us. He ma- 

tet h Interceſſion for us, and through Him we have 

one Spirit, unto the Father. Epheſ. j 0 4 
a e 


an Acceſs 
2. 18, Cc. 


"2 


Gas. + 
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and 

4 ut This Sacrament to be receiv'd frequently. 

thO | . 
be- XXII. OW often we ſhould receive this 
our Holy Sacrament, is not determin'd. 


are in Holy Scripture ; nor could any Rule be pre- 

rifice \ ſcrib'd : But the Nature of the Thing ſhews, 

the that we ought to receive it frequently, and the 

no- oftner the better. We cannot too often Re- 

are member our dear Friend, who hath laid down 

His Life for ns, that we may be for ever hap- 

py ; we cannot too often receive ſo great a Bleſ- 

ſing : The Love we bear to our Redeemer, and 

our own Souls will direct us; the Opportuni- 

Acra-. tics of receiving, and our Circumſtances being 

Sins conſider'd. We ſhould like the firſt Chriftians, 

by a continue ſtedfaſtly in breaking Bread, and in 
vhich Prayer. Act. 2. 42. a 


at 15, | 
s ſin- Before Receiving. 
ren- 
r Be- XXIII. JDEfore we receive the Holy Sacra- 
new ment, a Preparation is neceſſary 


y are to put the Mind in Order, by more than ordi- 
Yr the nary Diligence in Prayer, Meditation, Exami- 
» the nation of our Lives, Confeſſion of Sin, Repen- 
orate, tance, Reſolutions of Amendment; dy forgi- 
ſe na- Ving Offences, and being in Charity with all 
e have Men. Let us draw near with a true Heart, in 
Epheſ. full Aſſurance of Faith, having our Hearts ſprink- 
led from an evil Conſcience. Heb. 10. 22. Let 

4 Man Examine him-ſclf, and ſo let him Eat of 

T his that Bread, and drink of that Cup, 1 Cor. 11. 28. 

| | At 
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At Receiving. 


E muſt approach the holy Table 
with Humility ; becauſe being 


vn. 


Sinners, we come into Our Lord's Preſence; 


for there He is more eſpecially preſent in Spi- 
rt, to ſtrengthen and refreſh our Souls. We 
mult acknowledge our Unworthineſs, as ſorrow- 
ful for our Sins, yet rejoicing in the Lord. We 
muſt add to our Faith, a Sacrifice of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving ; whence this holy Sacrament is 
called, the Eutbarit. For here we receive in 
rift the greateſt Bleſſing, that Infinite Love 
could beſtow upon us. By Him let us offtr 
the Sacrifice of Praiſe and T hankſgiving continu- 
ally unto G O D, that is the Fruit of our Lips, 
giving Thanks to his Name. Heb. 13. 15, 


After Receiving. 


XXV. A Fter receiving, we are obliged more 
| A earneftly to endeavour the Perfor- 
mance of our Baptiſmal Vom, that is to ſerve 
G QD ſincerely, in keeping His Command- 


ments; becauſe we bind our ſelves more ſtrong- 


ly thereto, and receive more Grace to enable 
us, We mbſt endeavour to govern our Paſſi- 


ons, and apply them principally to the beſt Ob- 


jets, Yiz. Admiration, Love 
8 0 D Hatred and 1 

Heavenly Things; 
Peer hath given unte us all T hings, that pertain 
unto 


ears 7 ro 


{ 


crording as bis Divine 


wine 


rtaiu 
unto 
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unto Life and Godlineſs, through the Knowledge 
of him that hath called us to Glory and Fertue. 
IV herefore the rather, Brethren, £ive Diligence 
to make your Calling and Election ſie. 2 Pet. 
3.3; 11. 


Means of Grace. 


XXVI. T* HE Grace of G OD is conveyed 

to us in the Uſe: of Means; It is 
planted in us by Baptiſm, improved by the 
IWord, and by Prayer, confirmed and complea- 
ted by frequent receiving the Holy Communi- 
on; the Chriſtian in the mean Time endeavou- 
ring to ſtir up the Gift of G O PD, and im- 
prove in Vertue by Practice. This is the Way 
to grow in Grace : For he that hath (30 good 
Purpoſe ) unto him ſhall be given, and he ſhall 
have abundance ; but if there be a groſs Ne- 
glect on our Part, He that hath not, from him 
ſhall be taken away, even that which he hath. Mat, 


25. 29. 
| Uſe of Means. 


XXVII. S there is no Goodneſs without 

Grace: So no Grace without 
Means. For the Corruption of the natural 
Man is very great, and altho' G O D worketh 
in us ſomething Sypernatural, yet he will do it 
in a reaſonable Way, There muſt be proper 
Exerciſes, to check the Power of Sin, inc make 
Way for Divine Grace; there is need of pra- 


Ttice 
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ctice to work in us a Habit of Vertue, and we 
muſt act like reaſonable Men. Neglect here- 
in is the ſame, as if we will do nothing to ſup- 

rt the natural Life, or caſt our ſelves head- 
ong, expecting a Miracle to ſave us. But this 
is a high Provocation of G O D's Wrath, and 
the ſhorteſt Way to Deſtruction. Thou halt 
not tempt the Lord thy GO D. Mat. 4. 7. 


Touth to be inſtruct ed. 
XXVIII. T Herefore Youth muſt be inſtrut- 

ed, and as they come to Age, 
they muſt receive Inſt ruction, and put it in Pra- 
ctice. For in them Sin is moſt powerful, and 
will increaſe without Diſcipline; but Grace is 
weak till improved by Degrees. To this End 
we mult go to meet, and wait for our Lord, 
with O. in our Lamps, that is, with our Care 
and Labour in the Uſe of Jeans, that the 
Light of Divine Grace may take hold. We 
muſt attend the Church, where eſpecially our 
Lord is preſent, to admit us into the Kingdom 


of Grace; And there by united Prayers, the vio- 


lent take Heaven (the Kingdom of Gloiy ) as is 
were by Force. Mat. 11. 12. 


' Diſficulty cf Religion. 


XXIX. O D doth in a Manner all the 
5 Work of our Salvation by Chrift's 
| Swfferings, and by the Sanfifying Grage of His 

5 8 Holy 
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Holy Spirit. That which is to be done on our 
Part, is nothine in Compariſon of what GOD 
hath done for ns, and continually worketh in 
us. Yet it is a great Work for us to attend to 
the Means of Grace, and yield our Members, 

ne Powers of the Soul and Body, Inſtruments 
of Righteouſneis unto Holineſs, becauſe. of our 
contrary Inclinations. It is hard for us to ſtrive 
againſt corrupt Nature, and todo G O D's 
Will: Te ſo we muſt deny our ſelves, and tale 
up the Croſs ard follow our Lord Jeſus Criſt, 
Mat. 16. 24- 


Endeavours neceſſary. 


SYY. E can do nothing of our ſelves : 

W Without Me ye can do not hinz, ſaith 
our Saviour; but He is very willing to help 
us; and tho' we have ſo mighty a Helper, yet 
our Work requires Induſtry, becanſe of the 
manifold Temptations of tae Hleſh, the World, 
and the Devil, that pleaſe our finful Nature, 
and perſwade the corrupted Will. It behoves 
us to {tind upon eur Guard, and reſiſt thoſe F- 
nemies of our Peace, eſpeciatly our own evil 
Inclinations, which are domeſtick Enemies, 
and betray us, to thoſe without. For when 


the Mind is renemed by Grace, there is flill a 


Law in our Members warring againft the Law of 
our Minds, and bringing us into Captivity to the 
Law of Sin, which is in our Members. Rom. 
5.23 


B egii 
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Begin early and Her by G O D's Aſſiſtance. 


XXXI. OU muſt not then think to be 

L idlz, but to Work by G O D's 
Aſſiſtance. The Service of tender Years, is a 
moſt acceptable Sacrifice to G O D, and even 
ebliges Him, to ſupport you with His Grace. 
Whereas Delay is dangerous, and the Hoathful 
Servant is odious. But whatſoever you gain 
by G O D's Talcut, think not highly of your 


ſelves. Humble vour ſelves under the Senſe. 


of your own Weakneſs, that G Q D may a(- 
ſiſt you more and more; for He giveth Grace 
to the Humble; but ſtill you have no lefs, but 
more Reaſon to labour, becauſe G OD is your 
Helper. Work out your own Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling ;, for it is G O D that worketh 
in you to W ill and to do of His good Pleaſure. 
Phil. 2. 12. 

The Advantage of Pratt ice. 
XXXU. Hilſt we Work together with 

VV G Q D, and Labour in His 
Vineyard; Practice makes us perfect in our 
our Spiritual Calling; Cuſtom makes hard 
Things ealy ; and what is eaſy, becomes 
eaſant ; when Things pleaſe us we do them 
frequently, frequent Acts makes a Habit; a 
Habu or Uſe is a ſecond Nature; what is na- 
tural becomes neceſſary, and what is neceſſa- 
77 we ought to do. Train up a Child in the 
wherein he ſhould go, and when he is old, he 


will not depart fromit, Prov. 22. 6, His * 
wi 


wi ll hb 
confir 


— 


confirm him unto the End. 


ture, and guencherh the Sp 
lays Youth open to the Devil's Temptations. 
Idleneſs is the Mother of Vice; and an evil 
Habit is ſooner gotten, and harder to 
ed up, than a good one is to be planted, and 
brought to Maturity. Can the Ethiopian c 
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will be in the Law of the Lord. And G O D wil 


ü. 
The Miſchief of Idleneſs. 


XXXIII N the contrary Idleneſs gives 


great Advantage to corrupt Na- 
irit of Grace, and 


be root- 


be 
his Skin, or the Leopard his Spots? then may ye 
alſo do Good, that are accuft omed to doEvil, Jer, 


13. 23. 
P X ATE R. 


XXXIV. T it very much concerns 
Youth diligently to pray for Di- 

vine Grace, and early to put it is practice. Faith 
is the Foundation, Profeſſion the Beginning of 
Exerciſe, Practice the Life, and Cultom the 
perfection of Religion. To this End your Pray- 
ers ought to be — every Day 3s ofie 
at the Church, as your Condition of Life $44 
allow; and when you are at Work, yon will do 
well to uſe ſhort Prayers or Ejaculations, which 
will not hinder Buſineſs, and will turn to Ac- 
count; ſuch Frequency of Prayer is fo be under- 
ood by the Apoltle's Precept. Irc with 
„ A K 


t 
Go 
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2B EF-O TION. 


„4% 4 Emember to Pray with the He: rt, 


and keep vour Thoughts from 
wandring as much as potthl-. Attentien of the 
Heart is the Spirit and Life of Prayer: Pray 
with devout Adoration, think upon the Object 
whom you Pray unto, and earneſtly deſire what 
you Pray for. This is difficult to humane 
Weakneſs, but you muſt endeavour it, and be 
ſorry for your Failing. Forms of Praver are 
helpful, becauſe we have not Words to invent, 
but to apply our Hearts to the Words: Yer f1i1] 
we are deficient, and mult beg Help to Pray 
more perfectly. G O D hath promiſed in Je- 
ſus Chriſt, the Spirit of Grace aud Suppl. cat ions. 
Zech. 12 10. | 


FEARSEFERANCTE: 


XXXVI. | T is but juſt that you Pray both de- 
1 voutly and importunately, for that 
ineſtimable Bleſling, the Grace of GO D. Pray 
for it is as well as you can, and whatever Grace 
you receive, employ it in Prayer to get more ; 
the more you obtain, you are in a better Capa- 
city to obtain more, and you may {till ask for 
more. You cannot covet too mich to be ich 
in Grace. It will be your own Fault if you want 
or waſte that Spiritual Gift of your Heavenly 
Father, and you make it ſure by 2 Reſolution to 
perſevere in Holineſs. This is your Duty, and 

, 5 will 


J-1 
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will be your Happineſs For he that endureth to 
the End, ſhall be ſaved. Mat. 10. 22. 


O R D, I pray Thee, that Thy Grace may 
3 always prevent and follow me, and make me 
continually to be give to all good Works, through 


Jeſus Carilt, our Lord. Amen. 


LmizhtyG O D, who ſceft that we have no 
A Power of our ſelves, to help our ſelves, keep 
me both outwardly in my Body, and inwardly in my 
Soul, that I may be 4 from all Adverfities 
mhich may happen to the Body, and from all Evil 
Thought, which may afjault and hurt the Soul, 
through Jeſus Chrilt, our Lord. Amen. 
Our Father which art in Heaven, exc. 

The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Love of 
G O D, aud the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, 
be with me e ver mere. Amen. 


P RATE RS before Receiving, 


O Lord G O D, I beſeech Thee, have Mer- 
Cy apon me a miſerable Sinner. Thumbly ac- 
knowledge, that I hve offended againſt all 1 by 
righteous Laws, and am unworthy of T hy Favour; 


| 4 have deſerved thine everlaſting Wrath. I am 


ſorry for my Sins; I pray Thee, grant me true Re- 
pentance, aid pardon mine Iniquity; enable me 
to keep T by Command ments, grant me T by Grace 
plenteouſly ; let T by Holy Spirit dwell in me, and 
prepare my Heart for receiving Thy Holy Sacra- 
ment, 
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ment, for T hy Dear Son Jeſus Chriſt's Sake. 


Amen. 


O Moſt mereiful Father in Jeſus Chriſt, J be- 
lieve, that T hou didſt ſend I by cnly begotten 
SON into the World to die for our Sins; nei- 
ther is there Salvation in any ot her; for there is 
none other Name under Heuven, given among Men, 
whereby me must be ſaved. I give Thee hearty 
T banks for this ineftimable Bleſſing, and I rejoice 
in T Saltation. Lord, help me to lay Hold on 
575 Redeemer by Faith, and to receive His 

ly Sacrament in an acceptable Manner, for the 
ſame Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, my Saviour. Amen. 


At Receiving. 


Lord Jeſu, the Eternal Son of G O D, 1 

believe that thou did aſſume our Nature and 
Suffer Death upon the Croſs for my Sins. Tput my 
Truſt in thee ;, I beſeech thee, let me enjoy the Be- 
nefit of thy Sufferings; Grant unto me increaſe of 
Grace, by thy Holy Sacrament, procure the Par- 
don of my Sits, and bring me to thy Eternal King- 
dom, 2 thy Infinite Aleriti, O my Redeem- 
en, Amen. 


Lord, the Holy Spirit of G O D, Ibelieve 
ther thou art our Santtifier, and the Help- 

er of our Infirmities. I beſeech thee, abide with 
mt eder more; help me to reſiſt Sin, and to do wv 
Dry arceptably. Lord, enable me to tang” 
J 


The young Chriſtians Monitor. 31 


Holy Sacrament devoutly 5, work in my Heart 4 
Godly Sorrow for my Sins, and a comfortable 
Hope in my Redeemer. Strengthen my Faith, aud 


rant unto me increaſe of Grace, for Jeſus Chriſt's 


Sake. Amen. 
After Receiving. 
Amighty G O D, and Heavenly Father, I 
praiſe thy Holy Name for this ineftimable 
Bleſſing, which thou haſt given me in the Ho- 
ly Sacrament. I beſeech thee, give me therewith 
increaſe of thy Grace; that hereafter I may be 
able to perform this Duty, and all thy Service more 
perfectly; and pardon all my Fulings. Theſe, 
and whatſeever thou ſeeſt needful for me, I hum- 
bly beg in the Name, and for the Sake of Jeſus 
hrilf my Saviour. Amen. 


ORD, I beſecch thee, grant to me and all 
thy People, Grace to wit ht and the Tempt atj- 
ons of the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, 
and with pure Hearts and Minds to e ther, 
2 only G O D, through Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord. 
men. 
Our Father which art in Heaven, &. 


1 When you ori in 2 2 | 
laid me down and /lept, and riſe up again: 
the Lord ſuſtained we Pſal. ey 1 
ro thee, O Lord. 
orning PRATER, 


| O Lord, onr Heavenly Father, * 
ely 


and Everlaſting G O D, who haſt 
brought 
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brought me to the Beginning of this Day; de- 


fend me in the ſame with thy mighty Power, 


and grant that this Day I fall into no Sin, neither 
run into any Kind of Danger; but that all mv 
Doings may be order'd by thyGovernance,to do 
always that is righteous in thy Sight, through 
Jeſus Carift our Lord. Amen. 


Lmighty G O D, who haſt gjven thine on- 

ly Son to be unto us both a Sacrifice for 

Sin, and alſo an Example of Godly Life; give 

me Grace that I may always moſt thankfully 

receive that His ineſtimable Benefit, and alſo 

daily endeavour to follow the bleed Steps of 

His maſt Holv Lite, through the ſame Je- 
Jas Crit, our Lord. Amen. 

Our Father which art in Heaven, &c. 


Edening P R A YER. 


Lord, I give Thee humble Thanks and 
Praiſe, becauſe Thou haſt deliver'd me 
this Day paſt from Dangers, preſerved me from 
Temptations, and proſper'd my Afﬀeairs; I be- 
ſeech Thee, pardon all my Sins, and grant me 
Thy Protection this Night, and evermore, for 
Jeſus Chrift's Sake. Amen. 


Lighten our Darkneſs, I beſeech Thee, O 


Lord, and by Thy great Mercy defend me frem 
all Perils and Dangets of this Night, for the 
— of Thy only Son, our Saviour Jeſus Chrift. 
; men, | g | 


Lord, 


Wo 
Soul . 
venly 
Grant 


| 
| 
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Lord, grant that whilſt my Body Nleepeth, my 


Soul may awake in thee, and think upon the Hea- 
venly Life, not diſquieted with evil Dreams 
Grant me ſuch ſeaſonable Reſt, that I may riſe 
the next Morning more fit for thy Service, for 
Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


Our Father which art in Heaven, &c. 


Going into Bed. 
I will lay me down in Peace, and take my Reſt: 


for its thou Lord only that makefF me dwell in 
Safety. Pal. 4. 9. 


Coming into the Church. 
Surely the Lord is in this Place; this is none 


| other but the Houſe of God, and this is the Gate 
of Heaven. Gen. 28. 16, 17. 


When you are come ta your Place, kneeling 


down, 


f 
| Let my Prayer be ſet Ii before thee as In- 
enſe : and the liſting %p of my Hands as the 
a 


| 
| 


or 


orning Sacrifice. I41. 2. 


When Divine Service is ended. 
Lord, I beſeech thee, pardon my Failings in thy 


ce, and help me to ſerve thee more perfectly, 
eſus Chriſt's . 87 * 2 


jaculations or ſhort Prayers when you are at 
Work, or when 5 awake in the Night. 


Cleapſe 


Lara, Grant me thy Grace plenteouſly. 
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Cleanſe the T houghts of my Heart, by the In- 1½ 
ſpiration of thy Holy Spirit. 
Be merciful unto me a Sinner. her 
Cleanſe me from my ſecret Faults, and keep me 
from preſumpt uous Sins. | 
Turn away mine Eyes from beholding Vanity. 
Let not my Heart be inclin'd to any Evil. 
Incline my Heart unto thy Teſt i monies, and p 
not to Covetouſneſs. | 
Set my Heart at Liberty, and I will keep thy 
3 b i 
thy merci indneſs be my Comfort. Know 
I acknowledge my r Cap 
Lord, Give me Under it anding, and I will keep Stare 
#by Law, yea, I will keep it with my whole Heart. Gram! 
Ws . thee, for the Mercies thou beftoweſt ad « 
me 4 


' of | neſty » 
Help me to put my Truſt in thee. | 
Teach me to praiſe thy Name. | _ 
Bleſſed art thou, O Lord, teach me thy Sts 7 


zutes. | *  Iorwar 
Let theWords of my Mouth, and the Meditati. perfect. 
ons of my Heart be acceptable in thy Sight. beben 

O Lord, my 2 and my Redeemer. Jo as n 


A Prayer to be uſed at any Time. | 15% 


Lord, I pray thee hel great J 

ties, e Fiva my wich : enable me Þ 25 
evercome Temptations, and direct me in all Di An. ©. 
Aculties. Sometimes I know not which Wayt: © 
chuſe, left I tempt thee, either by Unbelief, o G 
Preſumption. Sbew me the Way, that I may ne Thee ＋ 
ther diftruft tin Power, nor preſumpruonſy ten Hits 
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1. thy good Providence, but may do always t har 

which is actept able in thy Sight. W hilſi I live 
here, guide me by thy Counſel, and _ that re- 
teive me into Glory, through Jeſus Chriſt. A- 
men. 


ty. K 
) URI TREINY PR BORIS 
ane | Prayers for Divine Aſſiſtance in your Learning. 


7 thy | Lmighty Father, I beſeech Thee, provide for me by 
Thy good Providence, and help me to attain ſuch 

« . Knowledge, as may be convenient for me. Grant me @ 
Duty, in that 


Capacity to learn, and Power to do my 
| keep State of Life. to which it ſhall pleaſe Thee ro call me. 
Jeart.' Grant me Wiſdom to order m Converſation, that I may 
Loweſt Lad © quiet and peaceable Life, in all Godlineſs and He- 

neſty, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amcx. : 


o Jeſu, the everlaſting Wiſdem of the Father, who 
| giveſs unto Chi la hood the Benefit of Aptneſs te Learn 3 
by Sta I pray Thee, add the Furtherance of Grace, to the 

' | Forwaraneſs of Nature, that I may the ſooner, and more 
editatr perfefily learn Knowledge, and the liberal Sciences 3 
ght. | | howbeit, in ſuch wiſe, as they may ſerve to Thy Glory ; 
ner. Jo as my Mind being furthered with them, I may ar- 
ie, n to the fuller Knowledge of Thee, which is the 

Infirmi big beß Point of Man's Felicity; and alſe, that accord= 

WEIL the Example of Thy moſt Holy Childhwd, I may 
le m increaſe in Wiſdom, and Favour with G O D and 
ay Nan, to the Glory of Thy Holy Name. Amen. EET 


relief, “ © GOD the HOLT GHOST, I lab 

may ne Thee ro enlighten my Underſfianding, that 1 

fly tem wie learn ſpiritnal dew, Sonftify u ordis 
f =” 0. nary 


| 


| 


* 
— 


/ 


— , 
4 
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nary learning, and the Work of my Temporal 92 
Calling, that all my doings may be acceptable 
to G OD the Father, and profitable to | ;., 


my Salvation, through Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. | 50 | 
Amen. | bec. 
Hy e ere upon the Holy Scriptures. 
Hatſoever Inſtructions you hear or read, | hv. 
the Holy-Scriptures muſt not be negle- | age 
Qed. It will be very profitable, if like Timothy, dig 
you know the Scriptures from your Childhood. | f 
For this is the Fountain of Divine Knowledge. All this 
Preaching and Exhortations are only Paraphra- | ,,,, 
fs and Expoſitions of the Holy 2 proo 
Theſe indeed are neceflary, for altho' Divine 
Truths are plainly deliver d as the Nature of | jt, o. 
them will admit, yet we cannot underſtand| to th 
them without Aſſiſtance, as the Eunuch faid to| meek 
Philip, How can I, except ſome Man ſhould| ſire t. 
guide me? Acts 8. 31. No 
We muſt then hear the Word from GO Dq Stile 
Miniſters. They are ableſt to inſtruct, and unim: 
Mould guide others in any Difficulty. They] exp. 
are appointed of G O D for this End, and no 1 


they attend continually on this very Thing ſpeaks 
Faith cometh by hearing them. All ſhould and C 
endeavour to improve in Knewledge, and thy ſhewe, 
more you know the better; but ſtill receivy in his 


with Meelneſs the engrafted Word, which 
able to ſave your Souls. You muſt not depe 
much upon your own, as the Miniſters Ju 
ment, who ſpeak as the Oracles of G O 
and to them is committed the Word of R 
conciliation, the Goſpel of Jeſus Chrit. T 


this he 
attenti 
conclu 
exceed 


ares. 
vine 
re of 


ſtand 


aid to 
ſhould 


OD' 
t, and 
Th 
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To know, that the Scriptures which we re- 
ceive, are the word of G O D, the firſt Way 
is by our Teachers, they tell us ſo; and this is 
no mean Argument, that we ſhould believe, 
becauſe our Forefithers have believed, | 

When we conſider, that thoſe Scriptures 
have been believed, and delivered down from 
age to age, none being able to contradict or 
diſapprove thoſe Miracles and other matters 
of Fact, which confirm theſe Sacre Writings, 
this is a certain evidence of their Divine Au- 
thority. No other Book can pretend to the like 
proof of its Author. | | 

But the Holy-Scripture diſcovers it ſelf by 
its own Light, the Grace of GOD aſliſting, 
to thoſe that read and hear the Word with a 
meek and ſubmiſlive Spirit, and ſincerely de» 
fire to do the Will of GOD. 

No Man ever ſpake or could ſpeak in the 
Stile of the Sacred Writings. It is every where 
unimitable. It ſurprizes without pompous 
expreliions. It hath a natural Majeſty, which 
no Mortal Oratory could ever perſonate. It 
ſpeaks to the heart, as well as to the Ears, 
and Converts as well as inſtrutts. G OD hath 
ſhewed himſelf no where more Illuſtrious than 
in his Word; in his Operations he Acts, ix 
this he ſpeaks like GOD. Whoſoever reads 
attentively the Holy Scriptures muſt needs 
conclude, that it is a Work, which infinitely 
exceeds the capacity of Mankind, , 


G3 
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The Holy Scripture is from G O D, becauſe | 7”: 
it wholly tends to his Glory, without any | G 
| Worldly advantage to thoſe Men, to whom © - 
it was given by Inſpiration; yet nothing hath | ., 
been, or could be invented by Men ſo bene- | 
ficial to Mankind. It's Moral Precepts are | x, 
more than humane. The Apoſtles were un- | 

| 


learned excepting St. Paul, whoſe Learning - x 
ſubmitted to the Divine Spirit; yet they have ng 
out- done the wiſeſt Philoſophers, and their the 
Writings will exerciſe the greateſt Learning live 
to the World's End: They have wonderfully | jn 
improved the World wherever they came; f | 
— where the Word had never come, the 1 


People were for the moſt part but one degree had 
above the Brutes. So is the Word like the 


World, made for G0 D's Glory and the be- | 2 
nefit of Men, beyond humane Power. ing, 


As the Holy Scripture diſcovers a divine 
Author, by its excellent deſign , exceeding ther 
both the Will and Capacity of Men: So it c 
doth alſo in it's great ſucceſs. CR 
The Ancients wrote ſcveral good Moral ag'd 
Precepts, which met with little oppoſition, ere 


yet had no ſucceſs to reform the World: But Cbri 
the infpired Writings have mightily prevail“ eise 
ed againſt all Oppoſition. They have chang, and 
ed inveterate Cuitoms, ſubdued the Powers off , 


the Earth and Hell united againſt them, over: 
throwing Satan's Kingdom, and the Dominion 5 
of Sin, to the Honoar of G O D, and the in- 7% 
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this World. This is a Demonſtration, that the 
Infinite Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs of 
G O D have been engaged in this Matter. 
There are many circumſtances, which prove 
the Divinity of the Holy Scriptures, eſpeci- 
ally the Sufterings of the Prophets and Apoltles. 
It cannot be, that they deliver'd any thin 
but Truth, and what they were aſſured of. 
The Apoſtles were flow to believe in Chrift 
and to underſtand his deſign, but afterwards 
they were ſo well aſſured, as to lay down their 
lives for the Truth. Deceivers Godlineſs is 
gain; the Apoſtles gain mas Godlineſs, World- 
ly Men ſeek Worldly Intereſt ; the Apoſtles 
look'd for a future advantage. If their hopes 
had been only in this Life, they were of all Men 
moſt miſerable. 
Their Preaching was the ready way to ſuſſer- 
ing, and if they had loved the World, they 
wou'd not have taken up the Croſs of Chriſt ; 
they wou'd have been afraid of it, as @ burnt 
Child dreads the Fire. But when they had 
ſuffered, they were ſo far from being diſcour- 
ag'd, that they went away rej»ycing that th 
were counted worthy to hu er for the Name of 
Chriſt. Therefore their rine was true, or 
elſe their Preaching was fooliſhneſs indeed; 
and their invincible aſſurance ſo contradicto- 
ry to the natural Will, is a demonſtration to 
us, that Prophecy came not by the will of Mun 
but holy Men of God ſpake as they were moved by 
the Holy Gho#t. 2 Pet. 1, 21. 1 
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If we conſider how fin reigned, and the Crea- 
ture was ſubjett to vanity, the whole Creation 
groaning and travailing in pain together; if we 
conſider the vanity of the Heathen Religion, 
and the darkneſs of the World for want of 
Revelation, we ſhall be led to believe the 


40 


Holy Scriptures. For there we are beyond 
compariſon, the beſt informed of the Supreme 
Being, and of all things pertaining to onr ſelves, 


how being alive we come to die, and tho we 


die, yet we ſhall live. | 

Here we ſee how great is our Salvation; 
that being Rebels againſt Infinite Majeſty, 
we can eſcape the Infinite Juſtice of GOD; 
that Infinite Juſtice is ſatisfied, and Infinite 
Majeſty reconcil'd, to grant Eternal Happi- 
neſs inſtead of Eternal puniſhment. Here we 
ſee how the Creator is diſhonoured by Sin, 
and yet glorified in the Pardon of it; how con- 
trary Sin is to the Divine Nature, and yet all 
the Attributes of GOD agreed in the Re- 
demption of Sinful Man. Fuſtice is oblig'd to 
puniſh; Mercy is inclin'd to fave; but there 
mult be good Reaſon to prevent the Execnti- 
on of a juſt Sentence. If the Divine Mercy 
and Goodneſs is to be manifeſted in the Salvati- 
on of Sinner 
that is conſiſtent with the Righteouſneſs of 
GOD. For ſhall not the Fudge of all the Worid 
do right? Gen. 18. 25. 

GO 
World to himſelf, and to encourage Sinners to 
repent, hath thought fit to offer pardon of lin, 
yr” 


it is to be done in ſome method, 


D having then deſign'd to reconcile the 
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with all other Bleſſings of the Goſpel, in ſuch 
a way as ſhould demonſtrate both the guilt of 
Sin and his hatred of it, yet withall his Love 
to Sinners, and compaſſion towards them. A 
free Pardon without a Sacrifice had not been 
agreeable to the Majeſty of the great Judge 
and Governour of all the World, nor to the 
Authority of his Laws; nor a proper method 
to oblige Men to that Holineſs of Life,where- 
by he might himſelf be better glorified, and 
Men qualified to come to his preſence. He 
could not depart from his Perfection, nor ſuffer 
the Truth thereof to be queſtioned : There- 
fore GOD thought fit to offer his Mercies 
by a Mediator, Jeſs Chriſt, the only Eternal- 
1y begotten Son of GOD; and by Vertue of 
his Sacrifice, Mercy and Truth are met toge- 
ther : Righteouſueſs and Peace have kiſſed each 
other: Pſal. 85. 10. | 

Thus the Light of the Goſpel ſhines forth 


in it's Principal deſign of Mans Redemption, 


and it is very viſible to the Underſtanding, that 
is capable to diſcern Spiritual things: But 
Sin hath ſo corrupted Man's Will, and blind- 
ed the Underſtanding, that without a Super- 
natural aſſiſtance, in ſeeing, we ſhall ſee and no: 
perceive. | : 

No Man can ſay that Jeſus is the Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghoſt. 1 Cor. 12. 3. No 
Man can attain to a ſaving FAITH in 


CHRIST, and to a full perſwaſion of the 


Divine Authority of the. Holy pres; 
ut 
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but this is effected by the Operation of the 


Holy Spirit in our hearts. For the Natura) 
Man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
G O D; but he that is Spiritual Judgeth all 
things. 1 Cor. 2. 14, 15. 

Nevertheleſs, it becometh ns, as reaſonable 
Men, to uſe Conſideration, and to exerciſe the 
faculties of the Mind. For the Soul has yet 
ſome power left, which is not to be thrown 
away; and if we exerciſe our ſelves unto God- 
lineſs, G O D isat hand to help us. He is a 
Merciful Father in Jeſus Chriſt, whatſoever 
ye ask in his Name, the Father will give it 
you. If evil Men know how to give goed rifts 
unt their Children, how much more ſhall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit ts them 
thit ask him, Luke. 11. 13. 
lt is to be obſerved in Youth, that altho' 
they be entitled to the Spirit by Baptiſm, and 
have received the beginnings of Grace, yet it 
is like a tender plant; it grows by care, in- 
creaſeth with the capacity, and may decay 
thro' negle&t ; ſo that Youth hath but ſmiil 
apprehenſions of Spiritual things; their Faith 
is very weak, the Word makes little impreſ 
flon upon them: And as Man is born like a 
mild Aſſes Colt, So Youth will continue 1b 
rant, beady, untrattable, and may fall into a 
Natural State, unleſs they be inſtructed with 
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line upon line, precept upon precept, and 


they themſelves endeavour to know the things 


that belong to their Peace. Even to the Na- 
tyra! 
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tural Man, or to Youth little advanced in Grace, 


the Holy Scriptures will appear worthy of 


conſideration; but if they deſpiſe the riches of 
G O D's Grace, and negle& themſelves in ſo 
great a concern, it will highly diſpleaſe their 


heavenly Father. 

Therefore let Youth ſet themſelves in 
GOQD's way, and according to their capaci- 
ty, apply their thoughts *to his Service, let 
them beware, that they contract not a habit 
of Swearing, Lying, Wrath, or covetouſneſs, 
which ſtop the Ears againſt GOD's word, 
harden the heart, and grieve the Huy Spirit of 
God. Whence many are forſaken of him, tho' 
he be a Merciful Father, and become like the 
deaf Adder, which refuſeth to hear the voice of 
the Charmer, Charm he never ſo wiſely. Where- 
fore as the Holy Choſt faith, to day if you will 
bear his weice, harden net your hearts, as in- 
the Provecation, in the day of Temptation in the 
Wilderneſs. Take heed, left there be in any of 
you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from 
the living God: But exyort one another daily, 
while it 1s called, IO DAY, le# any of you 
be hardened through the deceitfulngſs of Sip. 
Heb. 3. 7, 8, 12, 13- | 

Flee Youthful luſts; but follow Righteoujneſs , 
Faith, Charity, Peace, with them that call on the 
Lord out of a pure heart, 2 Tim. 2. 22. 

Now I ſhall recommend to you the Study 
of the Holy Scriptures, from this one conlide- 
xatipn, that Wiſdom is a thing moſt deſireable, 

| an 
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and here you have it in perfection, The Ho- 
ly Scriptures inſtruct the Learned, and give 
Wiſdom to the Simple. They are able to make 
you w:ſe unto Salvation through Crit Icſiu. 2 
IJ. . . 

But it may be asked whether we are obli g- 
ed to read and underſtand the whole Scrip- 
ture? I anſwer, no. GOD is not ſo hard 
a Maſter; as to require that of yon, which 
is too hard a task for the Wiſeſt Man in the 
World. Bat yet you are commanded to ſcarch 
the Scriptures; and meditate therein as much 
as your Capacity and way of Living will iHow, 
Read as much as you can, and beg of GOD 
to enlighten your mind, that you may have 
Underſtanding to know, Faith to believe, and 
a Will to do the things that belong to your 
Peace; do this with Perſeverance, with deſire 
to Learn, and Reſolution to Practice, with- 
out fainting and deſpondence, and you will 
find the Grace of GOD enabling you more 
and more, to know of the Doctrine, and to 
do his Will, in all the neceſſary duties of 
your Chriſtian Culline. 

And nom little Children, abide in him; that 
when he ſhall aprear, we may have confidence, 
and not be aſhamed cf him at his coming. Tj ye 
Enow that he is righteous, ye know that every one 
that doth righteouſneſs, is born of him. | fade 
2. 28, 29. 

ZBleſſed Lord, who haſt cauſed all Holy Scrip- 
Fares ts be Written for our Learning; wy 
| t pat 
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hat we may in ſuch wiſe hear them, read, mark, 
learn and inwardly digeſt them, that by patience 
and comfort of thy Holy Word we may embrace 
and ever hold faſt the bleſſed hope of everlaſting 
Life, which thou hast given us in our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


Short PRATERS for a Bleſſing u our 
reading the Holy Sigl 185 FX 

TP Exch me, O Lord, fo to number my Days, 

that | may apply my Heart unto Wiſdom, 

Pſal. go. 12. | | 

O that my Ways were directed to keep thy 
Statutes, Pſal. 119. F. 

Open thou mine Eyes, that I may fee the 
wondrous Things of thy Law: P/al. 119. 18. 

Take from me the way of Lying, and cauſe 
thou me to make much of thy Law. F/. 119. 29. 

Order my Steps in thy word, and let not 
any Iniquity have Dominion over me. Pſal. 
119. 133. 

The Righteouſneſs of thy Teſtimonies is e- 
verlaſting: give me underſtanding, and I ſhall 
live. Pſal. 119. 144- 

Lead me, O Lord, in thy Righteouſneſs, 
becauſe of mine Enemies: make thy way plaia 
before my Face. Pſal. 5. 8. 

Where withal ſhall a young Man cleanſe his 
way; even by ruling himſelf according to thy 
Word. Pſal. 119. 9. | 

Make me to underſtand the way of thy Pre- 


cepts; ſo ſhall I talk of thy wondrous Works. 
Pſal. 119. 27. 


Upon 
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ERRATIC 


Upon Faith. 


1* Reading the Scriptures, young Perſons 
are apt to lay hold on thoſe Texts, which 
ſeem to make their Duty eaſy, viz. He 
that believeth Mall be ſaved. We are Juſtiſied 
by Faith, &c. and not conſidering other Scrip- 
turEs, they allow themſelves great Liberties, 
ſuppoſing that if they do believe it is enough, 
or at moſt they may mend their Lives when 
they pleaſe; but this is a dangerous Error, by 
which ſome having put away a good Conſcience, 
concerning Faith have made Shipwrack. 1 Tim. 
1. 5. 19. 


In Order to rectify this miftake , and give You 
a true Notion of Chriſtianity, I thought it 


Neceſſary te inſift more largly upon the Doc 
trine of 


„55 


2 TH is a Doctrine of greateſt Conſe- 
quence in Chriſtianity, very comfortable 


to repenting Sinners, who are ſenſible 
of the Miſery of Mankind through Sin. For 
whereas we were Enemies of G O D, and rea- 


dy to fall before his Infinite Juſtice into Eter- 
nal Dominion: By the Mercy of G O D, 
e 
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through Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, we are Juſtified 
in his Sight, and made heirs of Eternal Sal- 
vation. : | 

No leſs can be the conſequences of Peace 
or War with the Almighty, War wou'd he 
the Ruin of our Immortal Souls: But hap- 
py it is for us, that being Juſtified by Faith, 
we have Peace with GOD through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Rom. F. 1. 

Chriſt is a powerful Aediator; who can make 
our Peace with GO D upon eaſy Terms. For 
he is the Mediator of a better Covenant. Heb. 8. 
6. He is the efficient Cauſe of Juſtification ; 
and Faith is the Inſtrumeatal Cauſe, by which 
we lay hold on the Merits of a Saviour, and ap- 
ply them to our Souls: But if you do not aceept 
the Favour, you are yet in your Sins. Why 
ſnould Chr;# impute his righteouſneſs to thoſe 
who will not believe in him, who will not be 
ſenſible of his kindneſs, nor thankful to him. 
The ſufferings of Chrift are compared to a pre- 
cious Salve; Our Souls are wounded, corrupt 
and unſavory to GOD; but by his ſtripes we 
are healed. 1 Pet. 2. 24. But if we want the 
hand of Faith to apply this Spiritual Medicine, 
we ſhall die nevertheleſs ; for Why ſhould it 
be applyed to an unbeliever ? 

The Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is compared to 

a Robe or Gatment to cover us, that the 
ſhame of our nakedneſs may not appear; but 
if there want a hand or heart to put it on; 
it will do us no Service, we may — + 
le 
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die in our Sins, if we refuſe to accept of it; 
for it isnot to be put on by force. Let us 
then receive the Word, ard hold faſt the profeſſion 
of our Faith without wavering. Heb. 19. 23. 
But let no Man deceive himſelf to think that 
a lazy unfraitful Faith will ſerve the turn. For 
it is an eaſy matter to ſay, I believe, when 
the heart is full of corruption and infidelity. 
Almoſt all will tell you they are believers; 
and few ſo Wicked but would take it ill to 
have their Faith brought in queſtion ; when 
their converſation is far from being tuch as 
becometh the Goſpel; ſo that I doubt there 
are unbelievers within the pale of the Church, 
and Infidels that call themſelves Chriſtians , 
who profeſs that they know God, but in Works they 
him. Tit. 1. 16. 


t us conſider then what Faith is, and 


thus I define it. Faith is a firm belief of the 
Promiſes and ſincere Obedience to the Com- 
mands of the Goſpel. If it be faid, that Be- 
lieving and Obeying are two different things, 
I own it, but — are ſo inſeparable, that t 
one cannot ſubſiſt without the other. There 
can be no living Faith without Obedience, 
nor Obedience without good Works; For as 
the Body without the Spirit is Dead, ſo Faith 
without works is Dead alſo. Ja. 2. 26. There 
is ſuch a cloſe connexion between Faith and 
Goſpel Works, that Faith it ſelf is called a 
Work. 1 Thef. 1. 3. And the Work of Goſ- 
pel is called the Obedience of Faith: becauſe 

| | Obedience 


his I. 
Bleſſe 
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Obedience is one main end of that Revelation. 
This Myſtery was kept ſecret, but now is made 
known unto all Nations for the Obedience o 
Faith: Theſe words are thus interpreted, 
the Myſtery of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, was 
made known for this End, that it might be Be- 
lieved and Obeyed. 

To Confirm this matter by Example, the 
Faith of Abraham, ſo much Celebrated in Ho- 
ly Scripture, conſiſted of theſe two very things 
in my Definition. viz. His Believing what 
GOD had promiſed, and his obeying what 
He commanded. 

I ſhall give an inſtance of both; and firſt in 


but alſo a numerous Poſterity, when 


Gen. 15. 4. We find the Promiſe made fo A- 
braham, not only that he ſhould have a Son, 
he had 
no reaſon to expect a Child, according to the 
courſe of Nature; yet he believed in the Lord 

and it was accounted to him for Righteouſ- 
neſs, as if he had performed a perfect Obedi- 
ence, For his Faith in GOD wis the ſame 
with ours in CHRIST, it being revealed 
to him, that the Meſſias ſhonld ſpring from 
his Loins, in whom all Nations ſhould be 
[Bleſſed. 

And 21y.of his Obedience to a ſevere Com- 


mand we have an inſtance, Gen. 22. Where 
is Commanded to Sacrifice his only Son, to 
Which he readily obeys, and this Obedience 
f his was an AR of Faith; for by Faith A- 

aham, when he was tryed » offered * 
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Son Haac. Heb. 11. 17. Whether GOD Com. es 
mands or Promiles, the one is as much a try- th 
al of Faith as the other, ſaith Dr. Hammond. elt 

So that Obedience being an Act of Faith, 48 
and Faith called a Work, there can be no ot, 
doubt, but that Obeying as well as Believing] Ou: 


belongs to the true Notion of Faith, ye ſee then, do: 
that by Works a Man ts Tultijed, and not by neſ 
Faith only. Ja. 2. 24. ed 
But how will this agree with St. Paul, who! WA 
' ſeems to make a different Concluſion, he E 
faith, Tat a Min is Jutified by Fuith without th) Beli 
deeds of the Law. Rom. 3. 28. ther 
. By St. Paul's Deeds of the Law, ſome under Beli 
ſtand the Rites and Obſervances ot Moſes Beli 
Law; and by St. James's Works, Righteo and 
ne under the Goſpel. It is certain, that t thy 
Apoſtles, and all the Holy Scriptures agreeii F 
one defign with our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, * Fai 
gave Himſelf for us, that He might Redeem from 
om all Iniquity, and purify unto Himſelf a our, 
culiar People, Zealous of good Works. 1 unleis 
14. Becauſe Holineſs fits us for hap in elever 
and without.it no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. | ce, 


But the two Apoſtles had different forts & Vet t! 
Perſons to deal with, and that obliged t 
to ſpeak in a different manner. | 

St. Paul ſpeaks to the Fews or Judaizi s arc 
Chriſtians, who believed Circumciſion of red 
ceſſary to Salvation; them he teaches thew Edura 
ceſſity of believing the Goſpel. St. 7 thoſe 
ſpeaks to immoral Chriſtians ; thoſe he tead Wilfull 
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om. es the neceſſity of good Works; andI think 
try- they may be reconciled , altho' St. Paul in- 
F” clude, as he ſeems to do, the Moral Law, 


Facth as well as the Ceremonial, I ſuppoſe then, 
bh nol St. Paul means, that no Works are Efficaci- 


eving| aus or in the leaſt Meritorious, to obtain Par- 
then. don of Sin and the Reward of future Happi- 
5 by neſs ; but we are ( as he ſays, v. 24. Juſtih- 

ed freely bv the Grace or Favour of GOD, 
Which is offered to a Believer. 

But then St. James deſign'd to ſhew,that this 
Believer muſt not want good Works, but by 
them is Juſtified, not as a Sinner, but as a 
Believer. The Sinner is Juſtifed by Faith, the 
Believer by Works is Juſtified or approved 
and acquitted by the Goſpel. Shew thou me 
thy Faith without Works, and I will em thee 
1 wy Faith by my Works. Ja. 2. 18. 

Faith indeed derives no Power to Juſtify 
from Works, but from the Merits of a Savi- 
our; yet without Works there is no true Faiths 
unleſs it pleaſe G OD to beſtow it late, at the 
eleventh hour, ar in a Death-Bed Repent- 
ance, when then there is no time to Work; 
et then Faith worketh 'a diſpoſition, and 
GOD accepts the Will for the Deed. But 
this is an AR of extraordinary Mercy, which 
vs are not to preſume upon. Thoſe that have 
4 erred through ignorance or the prejudice of 
Eduration',' probably may find Mercy: But 
thoſe that boldly purſue a vitious courſe, or 

wilfally negle& the — provoke GOD 
; 2 to 
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to deny his Oh, and may rather expect the 
ſeverity of his Juſtice than a Miracle of Mer- | Alt 


CY. 

For by the Goſpel, the wrath of God is re- ly 
veal d from Heaven againſt all ungodlineſs and dior 
unrighteouſneſs of Men, who hold the Truth in Fru 
unrighteouſneſs. Rom. 1. 18. The Mercy of | whi 
the Goſpel does not encourage Sin; bat Chriſt datt 
is the Author of Salvation to them that obey | Beli 
him. Heb. 5. 9. Fait 

So that a Believer is Juſtified by Works, to: 
not by Faith only, not by a ſimple, Lifeleſs | D 
or unactive Faith. For Faith is dead being a- | Pow 
lone, but by Works it is made perfeft. Ja. 17.| doth 
22. verei 

Do we then make void the Law through | this 
Faith? GOD forbid, yea, we eſtabliſh the | us tc 
Law. Faith is no hindrance, but a help to] Lene 
Holineſs , accordingly St. Peter faith of the | pleaſ 
Gentiles, God bare them Witneſs, giving then ing 
the Holy Ghoſt, even as he did to us, purifying | ence. 
their hearts by Faith. Mets. 8. 

It is alſo to be obſerved , that Faith is the els 
Gift of GOD, and muſt produce effects a-| the f 
greeable to the giver of it; for which end| unto 
we are regenerated and aſſiſted by the Holy of G 
Spirit of GO D. By Grace ye are Saved| this e 
through Faith, and that not of your ſelves, i 

is the Gift of God, not of Works, leſt at 
Man ſhould boaſt, nor yet without works; Dea 
tor we are his Workmanſhip created unto got 
Works. Epheſ, 2. 8. 9. 10. 
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_ Altho' the Sinner cannot boaſt of any Works 
to his Juſtification ; yet Faith doth neceſſari- 
ye ly produce good Works for its own Juſtifica- 
and | tion, whereby it is known, as a tree by its 
in | Fruit. By the Influence of the Holy Spirit, 
- of | which nouriſheth this Tree of Life, it doth 
bift naturally produce proper Fruits, and a true 
obey | Believer cannot but do the Work of Faith, for 
Faith is an invincible Reaſon to be Holy, and 
\rks, to uſe all means to make us fo. 

leſs Do we Believe, that GOD is infinite in 
_—_ Power and Juſtice, Wiſdom and Truth? And 
17. doth not this Faith work in us Fear and Re- 
verence of ſuch an awful Majeſty ? Dothnot 
ouch this Faith tell us, that God cannot lye, and oblige 
h . us to obey his Commands, according to the 
lo to] I<nour of the Goſpel? That is, to ſtudy, to 
| the | pleaſe him, and Repent of our failings, ſee- 
then ing we cannot attain to a perfect Obedi- 

rifying ence, PE © : 

Do we Believe, that Jeſus Chriſt is the Bright- 
is the neſs of GO D's Glory, yet took upon him 
Fs 2. the form of a Servant, humbled himſelf even 
ch end unto Death, that he might exalt us to a Crown 
e Hoh of Glory? What returns can we make for 

Savel this goodneſs? Doth not Faith tell us, that 
>1ves,it| no Obedience can be too much for us to pay 
eſt au unto him, and that as he is riſen from the 
works; Dead; fo ought we to riſe unto Righteouſ- 


to go 


neſs and newneſs of Life? 


Do we Believe, that the Holy Spirit of 
G OD worketh Grace and Sanctification bn 
the 


D 3 
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the Hearts of Believers, and waits to be Gra- 
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cious to well diſpoſed Minds? When this 
Heavenly Gueſt comes to viſit our Souls and 
incline us to Holineſs; ſhould we affront him 
and reſiſt his Operations? No, Faith bids us 
work together and take heed that we grieve 
not the Holy Spirit, whereby we are Sealed 
unto the Day of Redemption. T hus with the 
heart Man belicverh unto Righteoufneſs. Rom. 


| | 5 7 25 | 
But fince Faith is the Gift of GOD, and 


wrought in us by his Holy Spirit, what is our 


duty in this caſe? It is to uſe the Means with 
all diligence, that G OD hath appointed for 
begetting Faith in our hearts, and thoſe are 
chiefly the Word and Prayer; for Faith com- 
eth by hearing and the Spirit is given to thoſe 
that ask him. Let no pious Soul therefore be 
diſcouraged and think he cannot believe, be- 
canſe Faith is a free Gift, for perhaps ( ſaith 


he) this Gift ſhall never be beſtowed on me. 


To this I anſwer, that Faith indeed is not 
in our ewn Power; but fo much the better 
for us: 
cure hand than our own; if it were in our 
own Power to believe and obey the Goſpel, 
we ſhould be in danger to abuſe that Power, 
and to fall by Pride, as the Apoſtate Angels 
did: But to exclude all Preſumption, Faith 
and all other Gitts of the Spirit are in a ſafe 
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as we improve the meaſure of Grace alread” 
received. We need not doubt but GOD 
will be exceeding bountiful in a reaſonable way 
according to his Wiſdom and Truth. For he 
that ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all, how hall he not with him freely give 
u allthings ? Rom. 8. 32. 

Let us then uſe the Means appointed in the 
Goſpel for the obtaining a ſure truſt and con- 
fidence in GOD through Teſus Chrif, aid 
that will ſecure all the reſt. Let us cneriſh 
Faith in our hearts by the Word and Sacra- 
ments by Prayer and Meditation, and (as the A- 
poſtle admoniſheth ) giving all diligence add 
unto Faith, Vertue, Knowled:c, Temperance, 
Patience, Godlineſs, Brotnerly-kindneis and 
Charity; for, if that theſe tings be in you 
end abound, they will make you that yor Thall 
neither be barren nor unfraitful in the Know- 
ledge of our Lord Jeſus Chr ft. Theſe Chriiti- 
an vertues are infallible proofs of ſuch a Fit 
as will Juſtify you in the fight of GON, 
and they will make your Calling and Flecti- 
on ſure. | 1 

But always ſuſpect tne reality of that Faith 
which doth not produce tne: evidences. T hols 
that are young and whoſoever are nor well 
confirmed in Religion, mult beware of Evil 
Examples, by which many have erred from the 
Faith, turning the Grace of G OD into Laſcir 
viouſneßs. Jeſus Chriſt hath the words of E- 
ternal Life, and his Example mult be fellow- 

D 4 ed, 
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ed, firſt in Obedience to Parents or Teach- 
ers, and then in all other Chriſtian Vertues, 
Little Children, let no Man deceive you, he that 
doth righteouſneſs is righteous. 1 Joh. "FE, 

Faith will be accounted for Righteouſneſs, 
where we have not Power or opportuiĩty to 
Work, and a Supplement to our * "nr 
Work: For without Faith our beſt Works 
are worth nothing, and without good Works 
there is no true Faith. We cannot Merit 
any thing at GO D's hand, becauſe our Righte- 
ouſneſs is imperfect, and all our Works can- 
not ballance the leaſt Sin; Tet God will re- 
ward every Man according to bis Work. Pſal. 62, 
12. The Judge of all the World will give Sen- 
tence according to the Nature and quality of 
Mens Words and Actions. He will render to 
every Man according to his Deeds, to them, 
who by patient continuance in well doing, 
Teck for Glory and Honour and Imortality, 
Eternal Life: But unto them that are Con- 
tentious and do not Obey the Truth, but obey 
unrig 2 Iudignation and Wrath. Rom. 
2. G6, 77 8. 

Therefore, Be as careful to maintain good 
Works, as if you were to Live by them; and 
when you haye done that Reckon your Works 
for nothing, and your ſelves unprofitable Ser- 


vants; but being Juſtified by Faith, ye have | 


Peace apd Salvation through our Lord Jeſus 
Crit, © 8 


Al- 


7 
Fait. 


The young Chriſtians Monitor. 97 
Almighty God give unto us the increaſe # 4 


Faith, Hope and Charity; and that we may 


tain that which thou ft Promiſe, make us to 
Love that which thou doſt Command, through 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


O Lord, I beſeech thee Mercifully to hear my 
Prayers, and grant that I may both perceive and 
know what things I ought to do; and alſo 
have grace and Power faithfully to fulfil the ſame, 
through Jeſus Chrift our Lord, Amen. 


Almighty and Merciſul God, of whoſe only 
gift it cometh, that thy faithful People do unto 
thee true and laudable Service: Grant, I be- 
ſeceh thee, that I may ſo faithfully Serve thee 
in this Life, that I fail not finally to attain thy 
Heavenly Promiſes* through the Merits of Feſus 
Chriſt, Amen. 


I Believe, Lord help my unbelief; enable me 
to Mortify the corrupt Inclinatiens Heart, 
which oppoſe the belief of thy Heavenly Truths, 
and to bring into Captivity every thought to the 
Obedience of Chrift, for the ſame Feſus Chritt 
ſake, Amen, 


of 
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SLITINDT DU IGUT £2 FEES 
Of Works or Moral FVertue. 


87. Peter, in his ſ:cond Epiſtle at the begin- 
ing, wiſheth Grace and Peace to be Mul- 
tiplied to his Converts, through the Know- 
ledze or Faith of Jeſus Chriſt; Accsrdive as 
or ſceing that he bath by his Divine Pawrer and 
precious Promiſes, done all things necęſſary on 
his part, that Aſen may be partakers of the Di- 
Vane Nature, I V. 23 35 + 
Then he Proceeds to ſhew, what is to be 
done on Man's Part, that he may walk on fare 
Ground, and continue in the Grace of G OD; 
and thus he exhorts them, that, ſince G OD 
hath done ſo much for them, they would like- 
wiſe do their duty; and that their care and 
diligence, in improving the Grace thev have 
received, ſhould be added to His Bounty 
in giving it. And beſides this, giving all dili- 
gence, add to your Faith Vertue, and to Yertue 
Knowledge; and to Knowledee,Temperances, ad 
to Temperance, Patience; and to Paticuce, Goda- 
lineſs,, and to Godlineſs, Brotherly-Kindneſs ,, 
and to Brotherly-Kinaneſs, Charity. v. F. 6. 7. 
Theſe words contain a Syſtem? or Stru- 
.' ure of Chriſtian Dutv, or Goſpel Graces, 
which make the Ian of God * 48 and throug h- 
Vfurn ſbed to every good Work. 
In this Spiritual Building the Foundation is 
; Faith 
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Futh and the Cronis or fini/ving Stroke, which 
Compleats all, is Charity. Upon tne Founda- 
tion of Faith is built, firſt, Verte, that is, Mu- 
ri Honeſty or Integrity of Life, Juſtice and 
Righteouſneſs among Men, without which the 
Faith without Works 
is but a Dead Faith, or an empty ſound with- 
out Signitication. But then Righteoulhels of 
Life, built upon the true Foundation, (Hic 
murus abaneus) this is, as the Walls of an 
Houſe, not oaly firm and upright, but Built 
upon a Rock. So Vertue is compared by our 
Srviour, bur the neglect of it is compar'd ro 4 
bouſe that is built on Sand, Mat. 7. 24. 

24!y. The next thing to be added is Nem- 
led;e ;, to Vertue we muſt add Knowledge; 
and this qualification may be compar'd to the 
Lights or Windows of a Building: For 
as an houſe without Lights is but a Dungeon; 
ſo a Chriſtian without a competent meaſure 
of Knowledge is, but a Name without the 
thing, or a Chriitiin he knows not why. 
But now, what Windous are to a material 
Houſe, the ſame is Azewledee to the Spiritual, 
it enlightens the mind and governs the Con- 
ſcience; and qualifies the Soul to bring more 
honour to G O D, to do more good among 
Men, and to Live with more comfort and 
ſatisfaction to it ſelf. Therefore leaving the Prin- 
ciples of the Doctrine of Chriſt, let us go on un- 
to Perfection, net laying again the Foundation 
of Repentance from Dead Works, and of Faith to- 

ards God. Heb. 6. 1. 37/5. 
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3dly, The next Addition to be made, is Tem- 
perance. To Knowledge add Temperance, and 
this is the good Contrivance of the Spiritual 
Building. For as a Houſe may have a firm 
Foundation, ſtrong Walls, and good I ights; 
and yet an ill Contrivance may ſpoil all: So a 
Chriſtian may have Faith, and Knowledge, and 
Integrity, and yet for want of Temper, Mode- 
ration, and an ingenious Diſpoſition, he may be 
very peviſh and untraRable, little eſteem'd, 
and leſs fit to do good in his Generation. Such 
a Man builds Stubble and Traſh upon the true 
Foundation, which, when the Fire comes to 
try it, ſhall be burnt up, and if he himſelf be 


60 


ſaved, it is like one that makes a narrow eſcape | 


out of a great Danger. He ſhall be ſaved, yet 
Jo as by Fire. 1 Cor. 3. 15. But every Man has 
Toy for Maſtery, is temperate in all Things. 
1 Cor. 9. 25. 

4thly, 3 main Material in the Spiri- 
tual Building is Patience; to Temperance add 
Patience; and this is the Timber of the Stru- 
ture that bears all the Weight, that is laid up- 
on it. A Houſe without Timber is but a Heap 
of Stones,and a Man without Patience, is but a 
Vehicle of Wrath and boiſterous Paſſions. Pa- 
tience is one of the moſt ſhining Vertues in a 
Chriſtian ; it ſupports him under Evils of what 
Kind ſoever ; it ſtrengthens him in all his En- 
deavours and Reſolutions of Goodneſs, and is 
ſo neceſſary in Time of Tryal and Affliction, as 
this life tor the moſtpart is, that there is no * 

| ity 
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bility of being either acceptable toGog,or eaſy in 
a Man's own Mind without it. For ye have need 
of Patience; that after ye have done the Will of 
God, ye might reccive the Promiſe. Heb. 10. 36. 
5thly, To Patience, add Goalineſs; this is 
the Cloſet (as it were) of the Spiritual Building, 
or the Apartment for Devotion. Enter into 
thy Cloſet ( ſays our Saviour.) So that as in a 
materialBuilding,a Cloſet is fit for privateDevo- 
tion; So in the Spiritual BU4LDING, 
the CHRISTIA N muſt enter into 
the ſecret Chambers of his own Heart, by 
fincere Acts of Piety and Devotion. And in 
this there can be no Deceit. There is a Faith, 
that may be only Hiſtorical and Notional; Ver- 
tue may be that of a Philoſopher, or it may be 
in Appearance only, and to ſerve a Turn; 
Knowledge may be unſanctified; and Patience 
may beStoical,or proceed from naturalCourage; 
but Godlineſs proceeding from Sincerity of 
the Heart, is not capable of being Counterfeit, 
but puts Life and Spirit into all the reſt. 4 
good Man out. of the good Treaſure of the Heart, 
bringeth forth good Things. Mat. 12. 35. 
6thly, To Godlineſs we mult add Brotherly 
Kindneſs ;, and this is a noble Part of the Spiri- 
tual Fabrick ; it is like the Dining Room in 
a great Houſe, which commonly is the beſt a- 
dorn'd, and moſt hoſpitable Part of the Build- 
ing. No magnificient Houſe without Rooms 
for Hoſpitality and Entertainment: No accom- 
liſh'd Chriſtian without Room in his Heart 
or Beneficence, and a Diſpoſition to Brother- 


L 
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ly Kindaeſs. Be kindly affect ianed one toward; 
another, with Brotherly Love. Rom. 12. 10. 


This makes a Cariſtian look noble amiable, | 
and removes tne Scandal, that Ignorance and 


Prejudice hatk caſt upon Religion, as if it were 


a ſordid, motoie, and ill-numonr'd Thing. 


Whereas Relizion,above all other Things makes 
a Gentleman: For it produceth Love, Cheer- 
fuinefs, Peaxceatlencſs, Louc-ſaſftring, Gentleneſs, 


Goadacſs, Huth, Aecencſs, Temperance. Gal. 


22 


ythly, We come now to the Top and ut. 


moſt Perfection of the Spiritual Building, which 
is Coarity. 
and Ornaments of a curions Houle ; which ta- 
ken together, are both for Uſe and Beanty ; 


the one ſets off, the other covers, and defends 


from Injury: In like Manner Charity is the 
moſt uſeful and glorious Part of Religlon; ir 
ſhines in every Corner, and extends its Luſtre 
as wide as the whole Creation; it comprehends 
both the Love of God, and all Mankind, both 
Friends and Enemies; it covers many Infirmi- 
ties; it comforts and relieves the Fatherleſs, 
the Widow, and oppreſſed. It beareth all Things, 
believeth all Thines, hopeth all Things, endureth 
all Things. And as a learned f Man obſerves, 
tho' Faith is the Fonndation and moſt neceſ- 
ſary Part of the Building, yet it is the loweſt 
and moſt impgriect : Whereas Charity is the 
Superſtructure, which indeed is never firmly 


| built, 
T Dr. Human ond. 


It my be compared to the Tiling 
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built, but when grounded on Faith, vet when 
it is ſo, it is far more excellent than its Foun- 
dation; and hence it is preferred both to Faith 
and Hope. And now avideth Fuith, Hope, Cha- 
rity, theſe three, but the greateſt of theſe is Cha- 
SOT IS 

But it may be ask'd how theſe two Things 
can conſiſt together, namely, that Faith ſhould 
be a more neceſſary Grace than Charity, and 


yet Charity the more excellent of the two. 


This Scruple may be removed by theſe two 
Conſiderations. Firſt, That the moſt uſeful 
and neceſſary things are many Times of ſmall 
value, in Compariſon of thoſe that are Jeſs 
neceſſary ; for inftance, what is more neceſſa- 
ry tocommon Life than Water? Yet no Body 
prefers it before Wine: The one is more excel- 
lent and of greater value, but the other is more 
uſeful and more univerſally neceſſary : Thouſ- 
ands of People Live well withqut Wine, but 
take away Water and you deſtroy the World. 
Thus there is no Life, no Salvation to be had 
without Faith, and therefore it is moſt abſo- 
lutely neceflary. 

And yet Secondly, Charity is greater and 
much more noble than Faith, as being the Su- 
perftrufture, that is built upon it. The Foun- 
dation of a Houſe lies low, is rough hewn, 
and imperfect, the upper parts are more Po- 
lite and Elegant: The former affords firm- 
neſs and Stability; the latter Glory and Beau- 


ty. And thus Faith, which is the Foundation is 


Conſummate and made Perfect by Char:ty. 
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Now it may ſo happen, that Salvation is ob- 
tain'd without Charity, which cannot be with- 
out Faith: Becauſe Faith is the very condi- 
tion of Juſtification and Salvation, which can- 
not be faid of any other Grace , which ſtill 
ſhews the great neceſſity of Faith. But I ſay, 
in ſome caſes Salvation may be had without 
Charity : Becauſe Life is uncertain, a Man may 
die immedlately upon the firſt Act of Faith, 
and have no Time for the exerciſe of Chari- 
ty, and yet ſhall be Saved. For if thou believe 
in the Lord Teſus thou ſhalt be ſaved, though 
thou Die the next Moment: But if thou 
Liveſt, then ſhew thy Faith by good Works, 
and that will be a Demonſtration of the Sin- 
cerity and Faith unfeigned. And thus you ſee 


the Dignity and uſefulneſs of things are not al- 
ways Commenſurate. | 


O Lord, who baft taught us, that all our do- 
ings without Charity are nothing worth; ſend 
thy Holy-Ghoft, fr of into eur hearts that 


moſt Excellent gift ef Charity, the very bond of 
Peace, and of all Vertues, withoat which, who- 
foever Liveth is counted Dead before thee. Grant 


this for thine only Son Feſus Chriſts ſake, Amen. 


The 
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The Neceſſity of Diligence. 


Have given you a ſhort and general view of 
Moral Vertue, of which I intend to treat 
more largely hereafter ; now I ſhall exhort 

you, to give all diligence, that you may not be 
defective in any of theſe Duties. For as he 
that wilfully breaks one of GO D's Com- 
mandments is guilty of all; ſo he that wil- 
fully fails in one of thoſe Vertues before men- 
tioned muſt needs be deficient in the reſt ; 
for they are dependent one upon another, and 
when the Chain or Connexion is broken, the 
whole is out of Order and of no uſe. And 
ſo if you fail ia the Superſtructure, the Foun- 
dation becomes uſeleſs. Therefore giving all 
Diligence add to Faith, Vertue. &c. 
Our Saviour Commands his Diſciples to fol- 
low his Example; and his Apoſtle St. Peter 
Exhorts us te give all diligence, that we 
may learn unto Perfection, that is, as far as 


| frail Nature is capable, by the aſſiſtance of 


Divine Grace. Likewiſe, ye Younger, ſubmit 
your ſelves unto the Elder: Tea, all o you be 
— * one to another , and be Clothed with Hu- 
mility : For God reſiſteth the Proud, and giv- 
eth Grace to the bumble. 1 Pet. 5. 5. 
This is the way to learn Chriſt, and to grow 
in Grace; to be ſenſible of our weaknels, as 
> RE © being 
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being able to do nothing of our Selves : And 
et to do our endeavour, as much, as if we 
ad none to help us. Thoſe that are Young 
eſpecially, ſhould hear Inſtruction, and be wil- 
ling to learn, A w./c Sen heareth his Father's 

Inſtruction But a Scorner heareth not rebuke. 
Prov. 13. 1. 

All have need to be diligent, not only to hear, 
but alſo to follow Inſtrution. For Religion is 
not an indifferent Thing; Chriſtianity is not to 

be trifled with, or made a Diverſion; it ſhould 

rather be(theT HOC AGE) the main Buſineſs 
of a Man's Life, or that which requires our ut- 
moſt Care and Induſtry. It is our Spiritual Calling, 

And as Diligence is neceſſary in all Arts and 

Sciences, to make Men perfect in them; fo it is 

in our Spiritual Work, to make our Calling and 
Election ſure. Accordingly St. Peter continues 

his Exhortation. Wherefore the rather Brethren, 
give Diligence to make your Calling and Elettion 
ſure; for if ye do theſe Things, ye Mall never fall. 

For ſo an Entrance ſhall be miniftred unto you a- 
bundantly, into the everlaſting Kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrilt 2 Pet. 10. 11. 

But how can we be ſaid to make theſe Things 
fare ? It is not in our Power to ſecure them. 

No, it is not; and yet we are ſaid to make 

them ſure, by uſing all the Care and Diligence, 

which through the Grace of G O D, is in our 


Power to perform, which ſhews the great Ne-| þ 
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ceſſity of Labour and Induſtry in our Qriſtian 
Calling. Many of us take Pains and Labour 
hard in our Temporal Callings, which not only 
is allowable, but Praiſe worthy ; it is indeed 
part of our Duty to G O D ; but then ourSpirs- 
tual Calling, ſhould by no Means be negletted. 
Having mentioned the making our Calling and 
Election ſure, it may not be amiſs to explain 
that Scripture, it being ſomewhat difficult, and 
perhaps liable to be miſunderſtood. | 
By Calling then, 1 underſtand our bein 
brought by the Grace and ſpecial Providence o 
G O D to the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity ; and 
by Election, I underſtand, our being choſen of 
G O D, to be that People or Remnant, to 
whom the Promiſes of Deliverance did belong 
and in whom they ſhould be fulfilled, whilſt 
the reſt of Mankind remaining obdurate in 
their Sins, ſhould periſh. 2 
The Jews of old were G O D's People; cho- 
ſen from the reſt of the World, to be His pe- 
culiar Treaſure; but they having rejecte 155 
Meſſias, and crucified the Lord of Life, who 
came into the World to fave them from their 
Iniquities, We that are of Gentile Race, are 
now a Choſen Generation, a Royal Priefthood, an 
Nation, 4 peculiar People, that we 17. 
em forth ths Praiſes of him, who hath calle A 
1 St. 


our of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light. 
Here you ſee at once both our Calling and 


Pet. 2. 
Elefion, and to what End we are thus called 
ie K 2 | and 
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and elected, namely, to be an Holy Nation, 
and to ſhew forth the Praiſes of him, who hath 
called us out of Darkneſs into his marvellous 
Light; and this is what we ought to do, and 
all we can do to make our Calling and Electi- 
on ſure. Not that we ought to aſſume to our 
ſelves a vaia Confidence of being in the Favour 
of G O D, whilſt we continue in our Sins; 
nor yet that we ſhould pretend to make ſure 
the Promiſes of G O 
that we can uſe, for they are already certain and 
ãmmutable, they are ſecured to all true Believ- 

ers, and it is GO D only that makes them ſo. 
But we are ſaid to make our Calling and Ele- 
tion ſure, theſe two Ways; firſt, by remov- 
ing all Impediments, that may hinder their 
Efficacy upon our Souls; and ſecondly, by qua- 
lifying our ſelves with all thoſe Vertues and 
Graces before mentioned, whereby we may 
be built up in our moſt Holy Faith, and made 
Partakers of the Benefits of being both out- 
wardly called, and inwardly converted. This 
will be an Evidence, and ( as it were ) a viſible 
Security of our being called and elected. For as 
in Geometry, a Propoſition is yror's and aſcer- 

tain'd by Demonſtration, which 

as well as after the Demonſtration is made; | 
we may be aſſur'd, that we belong to the Ele: 
en of Grace, and have a Right to the Promiſes, 
if we have our Converſation as becomes the 
Goſpel, giving all Diligence, to add to our Faith, 
Vertue, and to Vertue, Knowledge, — WV 
ö | . ve 


„ by any Diligence 


| 


was true before, 


F 


i 
1 
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"7 the Uſe of young Perſons ; but they may be 
6A alſo beneficial to elder People, who have not 
— well learned, or have neglected the one Thing 
gl. veedſul. Too many are Guilty of this Neglect, 
” | and ſuch Perſons1 ſhall admoniſh, that they may 
* loſe no more Time, and that Youth may be 
3 forewarn'd, to prevent ſo great a Miſchief. 
=M The longer Time they continue in a ſinful 
— Courſe, or in a Habit of any Sin, it will be har- 
2 der for them to repent, and = they muſt re- 
= 2 or periſh for ever. If they could ſee their 
0 | nger, they would be terrify'd at it, and flee 
Ele- | from the Wrath to come. Nothing can better 
3 open their Eves, than Conſideration in Con jun- 
heir Tion with Divine Grace. Let them conſider 
va. bow much Time they have ſpent in diſpleaſing 
— their Heavenly Father, in deſpiſing his Bleſſings, 
1 purſuing Shadows, in hurting their own 
no 4 Souls, and the End thereof. For there is a way 
out. which ſeemeth right unto a Aan; but the End 
This | Thereof are the Ways of Death. Prov. 14. 2. 
ſible You all know, it is the greateſt Wiſdom, to 
or as | purſue the greateſt Good, and to avoid the great- 
ſcer. eſt Evil. It is great Wiſdom, to foreſee, and 
fo prevent what may poſſibly happen to our Diſ-- 
* advantage. But this is certain, T hat the Wicked 
left; ſhall go away imo everlaſt ing Puniſhment, and the 
aiſes, | Righteous into Life Eternal. Mat. 25.46. Therefore 
. the ' if you would be wiſe, be wiſe for your ſelves in 
ith, the one Thing why "nit or eternal Salvation. Do 
von believe the Prophets and Apoſtles ? Do 


E 3 not 


have 


70 T he young Chriſtians Monitor. 


not they tell you the Truth ? Let no Man then 
entice you by his, Example, or deceive you by 
his vain Confidence. W hat if ſome did not be- 
lieve, ſhall their unbelief make the Faith of Ged, 
52 Effect? God forbid. Tra, let God be true, 
t every Mana Lier. Rom. z. 3, 4. 
Neither deceive your ſelves by à good Opi- 
nion of your ſelves ill grounded. Think not you 
are ſafe enough, becauſe you profeſs the Faith of 
Chrift, and are Members of -a ſound Church. 
For theWrath of G O D is revealed from Hea: 
den againit all Ungodlineſs of Men, who hold 
the Truth in Unrititeenſneſs. Rom. 1. 18. 
But Men are apt to imagine, that the Dan- 
ger is not ver, and not ſo very great. There 
is not only à future, but a preſent Danger, 
which is very-great. If you were to be conver- 
fant among wild Beaſts, or to encounter Lions, 
you would think it Time to look about you, 
and no Body need to bid you beware. And 
your Caſe is not io far different as you may 
think. For your Adverſary the Devil, as a roar- 
ing Lion, walketh about ſee ting whom he may de- 
vour. I Pet. 5. 8. Rn : 
Your Danger is the greater the longer you have 
delayed, becauſe you have been accuſtom'd to Sin, 
and the Devil hath the greater Advantage over 
' you; & you know not hoy ſoon death may come, 
or however, the Day of Grace may paſs away 
from you; becauſe you have been endeavour- 
"ing to make G O D alſo your Enemy. * See 
' then, that ye walk circumſpectly, not as Fools, hut 
F s - , as 
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as wiſe, redeeming the T ime, beca:ſe the Days 
are Evil. F. 15, 16. 
it is well for you, that vou may redeem the 
Time in ſome Reſpet. To reader, is proper- 
ly to buy again, or to recover ſome Thing that 
Was loft; but of all Things in the World, 
Time is worſt to deal with that Way, and once 
ſt, is leaſt capable of Recovery. When there- 
ore Time has hee miſpent, all that can be done, 
- to uſe double Diligence for Time to come, 
that may be called, Redeeming the Time, or 
making Amends for former Neglect. 
Wh that are young way prevent this 
ks by 2 moderate Care and Watchful- 
for Yoo br is the fitteſt to learn, and vet 
— eaſily corrupted, they are moſt apt to ſor- 
get Religion, and fitteſt to receive the Imprefli- 
on of it. W ham-jhall he teach Knowledge 7 And 
rage ſhall he wry to underſtand, TE ine ? Them 
4 "are weane om the Mil draw) ron 
the Breaſts. Ia. 28. 9. — ? V. 


2 7 9 D, who * us to be ſit in the, 
many and preat Dancers, that {y 

Ren 0 the Frail of our Nature, we can: 75 
always ſt and upright; grant to us ſuch Strength, « 
and Protettion, as AL ſuppert us in all D 7 ah | 
and carry us through Temptations, throw) * 


Feſus Chriſt, our Lord. Amen. 


Inftrultions \_ 
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InitruFions for YOUTH how > abies 
themſelves towards their Neighbours 
in General. | 


Odeſty becomes all Perſons , it is a 
great Ornament of Youth, and a 
Vertue moſt proper. to, that Age. It 
belongeth to Modeſty to talk little, , 
to boaſt of nothing, to ſpeak nothing botdly, 
nothing paſſionately, nothing obſcenely. If a- 
ny Perſon ſpeak filthy Words, it is both pru- 
dent and modeſt, to take no Notice of it, as if 
you did not hear, or did not underſtand it. 

Keep a Secret faithfully ; but long not to 
know Secrets. Believe not Report without 
good Reaſon , nor report all that you have 
Reaſon to believe. | 

Commend ſparingly ; but blame more ſpar- 


ingly. Speak nothing but Truth before the | 'y 


Face, and nothing but Good behind the Back. 
Judge favourably, and you will meet with the 
fame Favour : But if you jeer and expoſe ano- 
thers Faults, as you brew, you ſhall bake, accord- 
Ing to the ordinary Temper of Men, with what 


Judgment ye judge, ye ſhall be judged, Mat. 7. 2. 
"" Towards Superiars. | 


Be not forward to converſe with thoſe, who |. 
are ob. |. of. 


ve much Superior to you; bat if you A 
: 's 
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liged to ſit down with them, pretend not to 
Familiarity, and keep a Guard upon your 
have Tongue. Contradit them not, but with a 
ours | prudent Management, and from a certain 
ET. Knowledge. Contend not for an Opini 
much leſs give any Provocation. Ut zs no med- 
is 4 ling 4 your Betters; no ftriving with the 
e. It and obey your Parents, and Maſters 
ittle, | with an humble and modeſt Behaviour. When 
tdly, | you are called to an Account, and reproved 
If a- | for a Fault, if you be innocent, yet anſwer not 
pru- | boldly, much leſs if you are Guilty. A ſofe 
as it | Anſwer turneth away Wrath; but grievous Words 
t. Air up Anger. Prov. 15. 1. 


hout Towards Equals. 


It is beſt to. keep Company with Equals; 
ſpar- | but exalt not your Fel rdove this; the leſs 
> the | vou value your ſelf, the more: you will be e- 
Back. | ſteem'd of others; but Pride will have 4 Fall. 
the Give no juſt Cauſe of Offente, and forgive 
ano- | Offences; but you need not ſo forget, as not 
cord- | to beware of him that hath done you an Inju- 


. , . 

7. 2: Be willing to do's Kindneſs, and you will not 
I want a Friend. One good Turn begets another, 

and mutual Benefits ſecure Friendſhip. 
Be not paſſionate, nor ill humour d; Good 
\ Nature. is very obtiging,'but make ast 2 Tosi 
of your ſelf to divert the Com 5; tor di- 
vert. your ſelf with anothers Folly, _ ; Be 


, 


\ 


- 
- 
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Be chearful and moderately pleaſant, but 
not addicted to much Mirth; for that will 
ſteal away your Mind from profitable Studies, 
and create an Averſton to ſerious Things. The 


Mean is the beſt. 
Towards Inferjours. 


Deſpiſe not the Company. of Inferiours, nor 
ake them much your Companions ; but ſo 
=> wk your ſelf, as that you may ſhew no 
Contempt, nor render your ſelf contemptible. 
It is a very mean Ambition to be the beft in 
the Company ; and worſe to look down with 
Scorn upon any one, as if he were leſs, or you 
more than a Man. ; NA 
Mock not poor People; Poverty is heavy e- 
nough of it ſelf, and hath need of Relief; but 
Contempt adds.to the Burden. Such Behavi- 
is very, unreaſonable and diſhonourable to 
O D. .., For.the poor Man is no leſs G O D's 
Image; and hit Providence hath ordained Po- | '* 9 
verty, that thay may ſt have an Opportunity ” 
do 8 15 "ar bay an Occaſion to Na 
in. % mocketh the Poor, reproacheth-his 
Maler; and he that is glad at Calmities, hol rs 
ner be -unpunibed, Prov, 12. .. | ed 
e > "Hd IIESS. i r TRY "P28 
Beheviour.in good or bad C | 
Be ſurg, you, hate no Man; .tho' you think | 
him an eril or. unjuſt Perſan, It js belt. to | 
| | 
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earneſt in acking Pardon, and ſeeking Supplies 
of Grace. + Gaze not here an there, but Pray 
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void ill Company, unleſs you have hopes of re- 
forming them, and that would be an excellent 
Work. It is not ſafe to be Familiar with them, 


namelv, ſuch as are addicted to Swearing, Ly- 


ing, Quarreling, Cheating, and other great 
Vices ; for all Vice is infectious. Evil Um- 
munications corrupt good Manners. 1 Cor. 15. 33. 
But adhere to vertuous Perſons, and. ſettle a 
Friendſliip with them. You cannot too much 
value a vertuous Friend, eſpecially one that will 
tell you of your Faults, and give you good 
Counſel. Open” Rebuke is better than ſecret Love. 
Prov. 27. 5. For we take leaſt Notice of aur 
own Faults, and the chief End of Friendſhip, 
is, to improve one another in Vertu. 

Break not with your Friend, tho he happen 
to offend you; ſor there is no Man without 
Fault. It is prudent, as well as religious, to 
forgive, for ſo you may reconcile an Enemy, 
but are ſure to oblige a Friend. Forgiveneſs is 
the beft Revenge, 1 | 


1 the CHURCH. 


Talk not at Church, eſpecially in Time of 
Divine Service. Endeavour to poſſeſs your 
Mind with an awful »Senſe of God's Preſenc 
that you may behave your ſelf with Revergnge:; 
to be ſo ſorrowful for your Sins, and ſenſibie of 
your own- Weakneſs, as to make you more 


Ln 


. 
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with the Miniſter filently, and hear the Ser. 
mon attentively, with a Reſolutien to perform 
what you are convinced to be your Duty, 
G O D ſpeaks to you by his Miniſters ; con- 
temn not his Authority; put away childiſh 
Negligence; G O D is merciful to our Infir- 
mities, but will not excuſe a continued Ne- 
2 Take heed there fore hom you hear. Luke 
I 


In the S H OT. 


When you come into the School, put off 


your Hat, and bow, if the Maſter or Uſher be 
preſent. Go to your S. Place, and go not 
dut to another Seat. Get your Leſſon filently, 


and when you repeat to the Maſter, ſpeak aloud. 


Obey your Mafter's Commands chearfully ; 
ſhew no Stubbornneſs, nor tell a Lye to avoid 
Correction. Keep your Face and Hands clean; 
be careful of yoar Cloaths and Books. Let not 
Play nor Talk entice you to be idle. Go not 
forth without Leave, and as you go out, bow 
to the Maſter, likewiſe as you come in. 

Abuſe not your Companions, nor Quarre 
with them for a mall Matter; fo you will gain 


their Love. But rather ſtudy to pleaſe yo 


Maſter, aud to profit your elf, than to pleaf 
your Companions. elde es 
Rather ſear i 
 Caonfider, that: Learning is intended for your 
wwa Profit, and the Advantage of * vey 


o 


1 willingly than by Compulſion. 


n. 


| 


| 


00 
| 


civil Reſpect 


bis Head, and worſhipped the Lord, Gen. 
| | 


T be yeung Chriſtians Monitor. 77 


great. This Conſideration ſhonld produce a 
Deſire to learn, and this Deſire will make Learn- 


ing eaſy to you. Every wiſe Man labours in 


his Calling, and the more Profit he expects, the 
leſs he is ſenſible of Hardſhip. For nothing 1s 
hard to a willing Mind. 


At HO ME. 


Be never cover'd at Home ; approach not 
your Parents without a Bow, nor ſpeak to them 


without à Title of Reſpect; never diſpute their 


Commands; bear their Reproofs and Correcti- 
on patiently, Children obey your Parents in all 
Things: for this is well pleafing unto the LORD. 
L. 8. 

Quarrel not with any of the Family, but 
ſhew a good Nature to the meaneft Servant. 
_ as Brethren, be pitiful, be courteous. 1 Pet. 
3 ; 

Come not to the Table unwaſh'd, nor fit 
down till Grace be ſaid. Ask not for Meat, 
nor carve for your ſelf, nor find Fault with 
that which is given you. Speak not before your 
Superiors ; not fit down till you are bidden. 

hen you come into a Room, if your Pa- 
rent or a Stranger be there, Bow as you enter, 
and as you go out. For this Obſervance is fit in 
; altho' the ſame Action is to be 
done to G O D only in the Way of Devotion 
and Adoration. So Abrabam's Servant bowed 


24. 
26. 
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26. And Jeſeph's Brethren bowed down then. 
ſelves before him with their Faces to the Earth 
Gen. 41. 43. For he was thea their Superi, 
Our. 3 | 
After this Manner, Honour thy Father and 
Mother or other Superiours that are preſent, 
But this is not to be done to an Angel or Saint 
that is abſent from us, and ignorant of ns. For 
hereby we ſhould aſcribe to them the Attri 
butes of G O D, His Omniſcience and Omni- 
preſence. Much leſs ought we pray unto them, 
and ſet up their Images, to bow dewn to them, 
Theſe are Popiſh Errors, which you muſt be- 
ware of. Let no Aan beguile you of your Reward 
in a voluntary Humility and worſhipping of At 
gels. Col. 2. 18. 
But forget not G O D, your chief Parent, 
and great Superior, who is preſent with you in 
your Chamber, tho inviſible. He is about your 
Path, and about your Bed, and ſpieth out all your 
Ways. Pfal. 139. Serve him with Reverenc 
= odly Fear, with daily Prayers aud Praif. 
es. To this End, as well as to avoid Sin, ſet not 
your Hearts upon worldly Things. For you 
cannot ſerve G O D and Mammon. Mat. 6, 24. 
If you be proud of what you have, or covet 
what you have not, you will be apt to forget 
G O D, and by Degrees exclude his Love out 
of your Heart. So. yan may be Idalaters, as 
well as they that pray to Saints, and bow down 
to carved 1.37 For ſo you give away the Ho- 
nour of G O D to another, and ſet up to your 
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ſelves Houſhold Gods. Afortifie therefore your 
Members, which are upon the Earth, Fornication, 
Uncleanneſs, inordinate Affection, evil Concu- 
piſcence, and Covetouſneſs, which is Idolatry. For 
which T hings ſake, the Wrath of G O D com- 
eth on the Children of Diſobedience. Col. z. 
5, 6. 


Little Children, keep your ſelves from Idols. 
Amen. 1 Jo. 5. 21. 


* 


Give Ear, Lord, unto my Prayer, and ponder 


the Voice of my humble Deſires. Plal. 86. 6. 


Mot merciful Father, hear my Complaint, and 
help me; my Infirmities are very great, and Sin 
hath taken great Hold of me. Shew thy Mercy 
and Power to give Relicf. Teach me to pray unto 
Thee. Enable me to ſuppreſs pane and carnal 
T houghts, and to think on Heavenly Things. 
Lord, grant to me and all ay al Things 
needful for us, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


Lord Jeſs Chrift Ipraiſe Thee for T hine infinite 
Love to mantind; Thou waſt pleas'd to take our 
Nature, that thou mighteft Work our Redemption, 
and thou haft redeemed us withthy T Mod 
Glory be to Thee, O Lord moſt Hh [Thou art 
mighty to ſave ;, I beſeech Thee, hem the Great- 
neſs of thy Power in my weakneſs, and procure a 
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Bleſſing unto me and Relations, even Grace 
and everlaſting Life, through Thy infinite merits, 
O my Redeemer. Amen. : 
O Lord, the Holy 25 I praiſe Thee for the 
excellent Gifts, whereof Thou haſt made me Par 
taker, I acknowledge it is my own Fault, that 
am no better improved in Holineſs. I have ne 
glected the uſe of T hy Gifts, and the Opportuni 
ties of Improvement. I humbly beſeech Thee u 
pardon my Neglett, and of T hy Goodneſs, gram 
to me and my Relations increaſe of Grace, 
lead us to everlaſt ing Happineſs, for Jeſus Chriſt's 


0 Holy, Bleſſed, and Glorious Trinity, thre 
Perſons and one G O D, have Mercy upon me, 
' @ miſerable Simer. Amen. | | 
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Pois e 26. 1. 28. for makes, r. make. ditto). 30 
1. for theſe Words & what is neceſſary we 
ought to do) r. So that we cannot but chook 
what N 2 to do. P. 28. I. 26. after it, dele i 


Feb 10. for Statues, r. Statutes. p. 46, laſt |, 


inion, r. Damnation. 
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Gramm. Schools. 


In which the Vulgar Method of Teaching 
is examined, and a New one propoſed, 


for the more Eaſy and Speedy Training 


up of Touth to the Know'edge of the 


Learned Languages; together with H- 


ſtory, Chronology, Geegraphy, &c. 


| By Joun Craxx x, Maſter of ul 


Publick GRAMMAR-School in Hull. 
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Quod Mamis Reipublice afferre majus, meliuſvs 
poſſumrs, quam fi docemus atque erudimus ju ventu- 
tem. Cic. de Div. 1. 2. Sec. 2. 
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EDUCATION, &c. 
. 10” Nature has not diſpenſed 
I: 


& her Favours with an equal 
'Y 


Hand to all Mankind; but 
there is a very viſible Inequa- 
lity in the natural Paits and Abilities 
of ſeveral Men; yet the greateſt Dif- 
ference amongſt them, will be found 
to ariſe from the difterent Uſe and 
Improvement of their Faculties, which 
is chiefly owing to Education. For 
how many Men are there born into 

| A 2 the 


2 


1 
2 
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4 An ES SAT 

the World with Parts ſufficient, had 
they been duly cultivated, to quali 
them for the bigheſt Poſts in Churc 
or State; who for want of that Im- 


8 never riſe above the Ta- 


ents neceſlary for the Management of 
an ordinary Trade, or engroſſing to 
themſelves the greateſt Share of Talk 
in common Converſation, with Men 
of their own low Rank ? Nay, I think, 
I may very ſafely venture to ſay, that 
few Men ever attain to any conſide- 
rable Eminence in Virtue, or Know- 
ledge, -the only Foundations of all 
true and ſolid Greatneſs, who were 
not in a great Meaſure indebted to 
their Education for it. 
Children are Strangers in the World, 
where the firſt Acquaintance they make 


is with ſenſible Objects: Thoſe muſt 


ſtore the yet empty Cabinet of the 
Mind with Variety of Ideas, as the 
Foundation and Materials of their fu- 
ture Knowledge. And as the natural 


Thirſt in the Mind after Happineſs, 
diſpoſes them to purſue with great 


Eagerneſs, whatſoever they find * 
| bie 


o Ker HOP 00 err m,n n+ oo - 


upon EDUCATION. 5 


ble of miniſtring to their Pleaſure ; ſo 
it is the Buſineſs of Education to watch 
over that weak and tender Age, that 
the yet unwary thoughtleſs Mind, un- 
capable of ſeeing into the Nature and 
Conſequences of Things, be not too- 
much led away, and entirely poſſeſſed 
by the deluding Pleaſures of Senſe, 
and by due Information and Reſtraint, 
to prevent the ſettling of vicious 
Habits. Where this is not done, ill 
Cuſtoms are unavoidable, and hardly 
ever after to be broke. All the Force 
of Reaſon and Eloquence from the 
Pulpit, or the Preſs, is ſeldom found 
ſufficient to draw thoſe from the Ways 
of Vanity and Folly, that have had the 
Mis fortune to be engaged in them 
from their Childhood. This ſhews 
the Neceſſity of an early Care of 
Youth, if you deſign they ſhould be 
of any Ule in the World, either to 
themſelves or their Country. | 

Tho' the forming the Mind to Vir- 
tue is the main thing to be aimed at 
in Education, yet it is not the only 
one: Learning, or the Knowledge of 
A 3 Things, 
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Things, is another, and Skill in Lan- 
guages, at leaſt the Latin, as an In- 
troduction to it. This Part is not 
only neceſſary, as being highly ſubſer- 
vient to the former, but is of the 
greateſt Uſe and Service in all the 
moſt important Stations of Human 
Life. Virtue ſtands in need of Know- 
ledge to direct; and a pious Diſpoſi- 
tron, when miſguided by falle Noti- 
ons of Duty, ſerves oftentimes only 
to make a Man very miſchievous in 
the World. The miſtaken Zealot, the 
poor blind Bigot, is hurried on to 
Actions of the moſt dreadful Conſe- 
quence to the Peace and Happineſs of 
Mankind, under the Notion of Duty, 
and to avoid the Penalty 


of eternal 
Damnation, that the World has had 
but too much Reaſon. in all Ages, to 
complain in the Words of the Poet, 


Tantum Relligio potuit ſuadere Malorum / 


And perhaps it will not be very eaſy 


to determine , whether a miſguided 
Zeal in Matters of Religion, or down- 
right 
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1- right Profaneneſs, have done more 
1 Miſchief. Nay, I cannot but think, 
t that whoever will take an impartial 
r Survey of the Hiſtory of this Part of 
2 the World, ſince the Deſtruction of 
e the Roman Empire, will find ſome 
n Reaſon to be of Opinion, that Men 
* have ſuffered more in their deareſt In- 


4 tereſts, by falſe Notions of Religion, 
[= than by all the other Cauſes or Occa- 
y ſions of Human Miſery put together. 
n Beſides, the Helps of Learning, are 
e neceſlary, as I ſaid before, in all the 
0 moſt important Stations of Human 
2 Life. Heſtory, which, as a wiſe Man 
1 obſerves, ought to be the conſtant Stu- 
dy of a Gentleman, how neceſſary is 


b 

1 it for the Guidance and Direction of 
1 the Stateſman and Politician ? Thoſe 
= narrow contracted Views of Mankind, 


he muſt needs have, that has only his 
own Experience and Obſervation to go 
upon, 'will frequently miſguide him in 
Matters of the · greateſt Conſequence, 
to the Peace, Strength, and Security 
of Kingdoms. But he that keeps a 
conſtant Correſpondence with the wi- | 
: A 4 ſeſt 
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feſt and moſt judicious Hiſtorians, both 
ancient and modern, will from thence 
receive ſuch a Knowledge of Men 
and Things, as will enable him to act 
his Part to the Happineſs and Glory 
of his Country, and his own Honour. 
The Law of Nature and Nations is 
another Branch of Literature, neceſſa- 
ry for a Gentleman in a Publick Sta- 
tion: And as ſuch Perfons ſhould not 
negle& any proper Means of impro- 
ving and enlarging their Capacities ; 
Modern Philoſophy, I mean the notional 
Part, together with the Marhematicks, 
will be highly ſerviceable to that Pur- 
poſe. Divinity is the common Con- 
cern of all Men. And of what Uſe 
the Latin Tongue is, which is the com- 
mon Language of the learned World, 
is too obvious to be inſiſted on. 
Since therefore the right Method of 
Education is a Matter of the greateſt 
Importance, it is a Wonder to me, 
that amidſt the great Variety of Books 
the World is overcharg'd with, there 
thould have appear'd fo very few upon 
this Subject. I know not of any that 


are 
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are worth the Peruſal but Mr. Locke's, 


who has indeed acquitted himſelf upon 
this Head with his uſual Strength of 
Reaſon and Judgment, ſo far as he 
has gone. But as the Buſineſs of Edu- 
cation is twofold, to rectify the Will, 
and enlighten the Underſtanding; he 
has been as full and particular upon the 
former Head as could-well be deſired, 
but in my Opinion deficient in the 
latter; I mean, as to a Method of 
reading and attaining the Languages. 
The Reaſon of his great Silence upon 
this Subject, ſure is not that a Publick 
Education is already carried to the 
higheſt Pitch it is capable of; far 
from it! The Vulgar Method that ob- 
tains in our Schools, is ſo miſerably 
trifling, that any one, who duly con- 
ſiders it, will have much ado to for- 
bear thinking it has been contrived in 
Oppoſition to all the Rules of good 
Method, on purpoſe to render the 
Learning of the Languages more tedi- 
ous than it needs to be: How elſe 
were it poſſible for Boys of good Parts, 
to ſpend five or fix Years in a Grammar 
| _ A 5 School, 
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School, without attaining ſo much of 
the Latin Tongue, as to make Senſe 
of half-a-dozen Lines in the eaſieſt of 
the Claſſic Authors, unleſs they lye in 
ſome of their old Leſſons? This, 
which upon Enquiry will be found to 
be a very common Cale, is, I imagine, 
ſufficient to juſtify the ill Opinion ſe- 
veral People have conceived of that 
Way of Teaching which is uſually fol- 
low'd in our Schools. 


The great, and I think I may ſay 


the only End, propounded both by Pa- 
Tents and Maſters in the common Me- 


thod, is the Inſtruction of Youth in 


the Languages of Latin and Greek: 


This their whole Time is ſpent in at 
School; and if a Boy can but ſhew a 
moderate Skill in the Latin, by a Copy 
of Verſes, and a Theme, and make 2 
Shift to conſtrue an eaſy Greek Author 
indifferently, the Maſter thinks he has 
play'd his Part ſufficiently, and the 
Father is very well ſatisfied with his 


Son's Proficiency. But how far ſhort | 


this is of what Boys might be brought 


to by the Age of Sixteen or Seven, 
W 
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will appear, I hope, by the Sequel of 
this Diſcourſe. For my Part, I cannot 
but wonder, that when it is evident 
a great deal of uſeful Knowledge might 
be taught them at the ſame Time th 
learn the Languages, it ſhould be ſo 


little regarded; and the learning of 


Words made their only Buſineſs du- 


zing the beſt Part of their Lives. 


ſhall need no Allowance, I think, 
for ſaying that Boys learn nothing but 


Words, in the uſual Method ot the 


Schools; ſor a few Scraps of the Greek 

and Roman Hiſtory, with as many of 
the Heathen Mythology, no Man of 
Senſe, I believe, will look upon as 

any great Accompliſhment. This, with- 
out a more perfect Acquaintance with 
thoſe, as well as other Things, is worſe 


than none at all; and ferves only to 


fill their Heads with a vain Conceivof 
themſelves, and renders them oſten- 
times Pedantick and impertinent, all 
the Days of their Lives after. 

It is not therefore bare Latin and 
Creek a Boy ſhould ſpend his whole 
Time in at School. Theſe muſt of 
: Neceſſity 
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Neceſſity go to the making of a Scho- 
lar; but ths there are other things as 


neceſſary, which School-Boys are not 
only capable of, but may eaſily be 
taught, without any Hindrance to their 
Prokcieney in the Tongues : I mean 
Hiftory and Geography, both Ancient 
and Modern, with Chronology, and the 
moſt neceſſary and uſeful Things in 
Divinity, &c. Theſe, if a right Me- 
thod was uſed with tkem, might be 
taught them, to a greater Degree of 


F Perfection than moſt Men of a Schola- 


ſick Education, that apply themſelves 
to Reading, ever attain to. And what 
2 a Byals, what an Inclination for Books 
and Learning, it would give Boys, if 
'they were to leave the School fo fur- 
niſhed, I-need not ſax. 
I ſhall therefore, in the firſt Place, 


. thoſe Faults and Blunders I conceive 
the common Method is chargeable 
with, and then proceed to lay down one 


of my own. The Former I ſhall digeſt 


under the following Heads. 


the Reader with a Detail of 
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I. The Beginning with Grammar, 
and that a Latin one ſo ill contriv'd 
fl. The Want of hee 10 

II. The Want of proper Helps for 
the Reading of Latin. e 

III. The want of proper Helps for 
the Writing and Speaking of it. 

IV. The want of due Order and 
Method in the Reading of Authors. 

V. The making Boys get their Leſ- 
ſons in the Poets without Book. 

VI. The putting them to too many 
ſeveral Things at the ſame Time. 

VII. The putting them upon Exer- 
ciſe above their Years or Improve- 
ment. | 


VIIL The putting them upon Greek 


| Exerciſe. 


In all theſe Reſpects I imagine the 
Common Met bod will be found to be 
very faulty; and it it be, it will no 
longer * a Wonder, Boys ſhould 
adyance fo very flowly, and after all, 
go away ſo meanly furniſhed as they 
do, to the Univerſity, when they have 
ſo many Clogs and Incumbrances up- 


L The 
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I. The Firſt Fault I find with the 
Common Method of Teaching, is Begin- 
ning with Grammar, and that a La 
tin one ſo ill contrived as Lily's is; 
whereas, after Boys have got the De- 
clenſiont of Nouns and Verbs perfectly 
without Book, ſhould be imme- 
diately entred in the reading of Au- 
thors,, and not be troubled with any 
more of Grammar, till they have made 
fuch a Progreſs, as to be able to read 
the eaſter Authors of the Latin Tongue 
pretty familiarly. 1 doubt not but a 
great many People will be ſhock d at 
this, and look upon it as a very pre- 
poſterous Method of proceeding. I 
deſire their Patience but a little, till 
they hear my Reaſons for it; and 
then let them determine as they lee 
Cauſe. 

I. Boys have no Occafion for Gram- 
mar for the Reading ſuch Authors as 


are proper for Beginners, with the Help 


of Literal Tranſlaticns, ſuch. as they 
ſhould/be provided with; and there- 
fore; there is no Neceſſity however, 
for their being troubled with any thing 


of 
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of Grammar ſo ſoon, beſides the Declen- 


ſiam and Conjugat ions. It will be Time 


enough, after they have, by Reading, 
gained ſome Acquaintance with Latin 
Words, to inform them, how they are 
to put them together, in order to the 
Writing and Speaking of Latin. 

2. It is not very practicable, I think, 
to bring a Boy to underſtand Grammar 
tolerably well, or in any reaſonable 
Time, by making him read the Gram- 
may only over and over again : And 
if he muſt not be entred in his Au- 
thors, till he has attainedit either whol- 
ly, or in a good Meaſure that Way, I 
doubt he will never come to read a 
Latin Author at all. This is what 
every one that follows that Method 
muſt be very ſenſible” of from his 
own Experience. And indeed the Pra- 
Rice of our, Schools is a pretty good 
Proof, that either the Teaching of 
Grammar is mistimed, by putting 
Boys too ſoon upon it, before their 


Reaſon is tipe enough to deal with fo 


difficult a Subject; or that the Way of 
doing it i. not proper, or both: For 
Boys 


168 An ESSAY 
Boys are every where put upon the 


reading of Authors, before they un- 


derſtand any Thing at all almoſt of 


Grammar, notwithſtanding the migh- 


ty Pains taken with them, by ma- 


king them Conſtrue and Parſe their 
Grammar over and over again. The 
going through the Rules of the Syntax, 


juſt in the ſame Order they lye in Lih, 


will never make them underſtand it. 
No Body was ever made Maſter of 
the Syntax that Way, nor ever. will. 
The only proper Method for that Pur- 
pole, is, to furniſh Boys with Variety 
of proper Exgliſ Examples to their 
Rules, for them to tranſlate into La- 
tin, beginning with the eaſieſt firſt, 
and advancing by. Degrees to what is 
more difficult. This, with the Parſing 


their Leſſons in the Authors they read, 


is the only Means I know of, to 
bring them to- the Knowledge and 
Practice of their tax; the Exam- 
ples in the Grammar being far ſhort 
of being ſufficient for that Purpoſe. 
3. TheReading of Authors with li- 
teral Tranſlations, ſuch as Ihave ove 
| ta Ken. 
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taken Notice of, our Schools ſhould be 
furniſhed with, employs nothing but 
Memory; and conſequently is more 
ſuitable to the Capacity of a young 
Boy, than the Underſtanding and Pra- 
Rice of Grammar Rules; which re- 
quire great Application, Attention and 
Labour of Thought, and for that Rea- 
ſon ſhould be let alone, till the Mind 
has been ripned, and improved by Rea- 
ding. In the Learning of any Thing, 
we ought to begin with what is eaſieſt 
firſt, and proceed, as much as may be, 
by inſenfible Steps of Difference, to 
what is more difficult. Thus the Mind 
may in Time be brought to maſter any 
Thing. To begin therefore the Learn- 
ing of the Latin Tongue with the Pra- 
ctice of Grammar Rules, is quite wrong: 
And if People would but conſider what 
a ſorry Pittance of Grammar it is that 
Boys attain to in four or five Years, at 
the beſt of our Schools, where the com- 
mon Method of Teaching is follow- 
ed, notwithſtanding all the Whip- 
ping and Spurring made ule of to put 
them forward ; they would find & = 
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ſon to think that Grammar is too dif- 
ficult for Boys ſo young. And tho' 
I do not think it impracticable,- to 
make a Boy of eight or nine Vears of 
Age a pretty good Maſter of his Hu- 
tax, in two Years or three however; 
yet I can not but think it much more 
adviſeable to defer it, till he can read 
an eaſy Latin Author; becauſe then 
one fourth Part of the Time will do it. 
If he begins with Reading, and has 
the Help above-mentioned, he will 
loſe no Time, becauſe his Buſineſs 
will have no Difficulty in it ; but if he 
muſt ſet out with Grammar, he infal- 
libly will. The Mind of a Child of 
that Age is ſo little capable of Con- 
ſideration and Reflection, neceſſary for 
the Underſtanding and Practice of 
Grammar Rules; that tho he has all 
the Help that Art can give him, yet 
bis Work will go very heavily and 
flowly forward; and three Parts at 
leaſt in four of his Time be loſt, which 


might and would be ſaved, if he was 


kept to what his Capacity is well e- 
nough fitted for, and what is difficult 


deferr'd 
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deferr'd, till a greater Ripeneſs of Senſe 
and Underſtanding has duly prepared 
him ſor it. 

But ſuppoſing it was neceſſary to 
begin with Grammar, yet why muſt 
the Grammar needs be in Latin ? 
What can be more ridiculous than to 
deliver Rules for the Learning of any 
Thing, in a Language the Learner un- 
derſtands not & This is ſuch a palpable 
Piece of Abſurdity, that I am perfect- 
ly at a Loſs to imagine what can be 
alledged in Vindication of it. If Boys 
muſt begin with Craunna, in the 
Name of Wiſdom, what can be the 
Meaning of putting Rules upon them 
in a Language they are going to learn, 
and conſequently as yet know nothing 
of? Are you afraid they ſhould un- 
derſtand and make uſe of them too 
ſoon 2 If not, why are they not in a 
Language they are acquainted with 2 
When after all,you are forced to render 
them into that Language, before they 
can be a Jot the better for them. And 
here I appeal to any Man of common 
Senſe, whether if he was to learn the 

Hebrew 
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Hebrew Tongue, he would for that 
Purpoſe make uſe of a Grammar writ 
in Heroes, If not, let him conſider 
the Reaſon he has to reject ſuch a 
Method himſelf; and he muſt be a 
ftrange Man indeed, it he does not 
fee the Abſurdity of it in the Educa- 
tion of Children. It he could not for- 
bear thinking himſelf impoſed upon 

by a Maſter that ſhould pretend to 
teach him the Hebret Tongue by ſuch 
a Method ; who inſtead of plain and 
eaſy Rules in a Language he under- 
ſtood, ſhould put into his Hands a 
Grammar writ all in Hebrew-: I ſay, 
if in this Caſe he could not forbear 
thinking himſelf mocked or impoſed 
upon, and that his Teacher's Deſign 
was to render his Progreſs as tedious 
as poſſible, for his own Advantage; 


he cannot, if he conſiders the Rea- | 


fon of it; but be ſenſible, how abſurd 
it is to make uſe of ſuch a Method 
in the inſtructing of Children, leſs ca- 


pplying by any Senſe or Contri- 
Vance 


— of maſtering the Difficulties, and 
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vance of their own, the Defects of 
ſo abſurd a Method, than Men are. 
The committing of Rules to Me- 
mory is a Task unpleaſant enough in 
it ſelt, and needs not to bè rendred 


more ſo, by their being delivered in 


a Language the Learner knows no- 
thing of. This can ſerve no other End 
or Purpole, than only to give Boys 
an Averſion for their Book. They un- 
deritandnot the Latin Rule ; but you'll 
lay, by the Help of their Conſtruing 
Book they may. No, I ſay, they can 
not ; they comprehend that Jumble 
of Latin and Engliſh Words in their 
Conſtruing. Book, no better than the 
Latin by it ſelf. This any one, that 
teaches Lily's Grammar, may quickly 
be ſatisfied of by his own Experience. 
Nothing will make them underſtand 
what the Latin Rule is to teach them, 
but the frequent inculcating it in plain 
Engliſh, join'd with a great deal of Pra- 
Rice: But this, it's manifeſt, will do beſt 
by it ſelf; and therefore, all the Time 
ſpent in getting by Heart and conſtru- 
ing their Grammar Rules, is abſolute- 


ly 
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ly loſt, fince it contributes not one Jot 
towards a Boy's Inſtruction in the La- 
tin Tongue, but on the contrary ren- 
ders the Learning of the Engliſh Rules 
more tedious abundantly, than they 
would be if delivered alone. 

I ſhall back what I have ſaid on this 
Head with the Words of an Author of 
great Note, who thus expoſes the Cu- 
ſtom of teaching Latin by a Latin 
Grammar; Neſt il pas evident qu'il 
faut ſe ſervir de ce qu'on ſcait pour 
ce apprendre ce qu on ne ſcait pas, &c. 
That is, © Is it not evident that we 
% ought to make uſe of what we al- 
« ready know, for the Learning of 
ce what we do not? And that it would 
ce be a down-right Piece of Mockery, 
« to give a Prench-man a Grammar 
« writin High-German Verſe, in ordet 
< to teach him that Language ? And 
ce yet we put into the Hands of Chil- 
<« dren the Latin Verſes of Deſpaute- 


« rius, obſcure with a Witneſs for Chil- | 


« dren, who have much ado to com- 
* prehend any thing, tho' never fo 
F ealy, Reaſon and Experience are 

AR 
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« both againſt this Cuſtom. Since 
« Children are in this Method of In- 
« ſtruction, a moſt tedious while of 
learning a little Latin, and that but 
« badly too; nevertheleſs, it will be 
% thought Raſhneſs in any one to 
« condemn the Practice: And that 
« which a Chineſe could not hear with- 
« out Laughing, is, in this Part of the 
* World we live in, approved, by the 
« Wiſe and Learned. Monſieur Ma- 
lebranch's Preface to the Eclarrciſſements 
of his Recherche de la Verite. 

We are, it's true, furniſhed with an 
Engliſh Syntax in the Accidence, but to 
what Purpoſe I know not ; ſince it is 
expected a Boy ſhould learn and make 
uſe of the Latin max, before he can 
underſtand it, without a Conſtruing 
Book. If not, why has he a Conſtru- 
ing Book put into his Hands for that 
Purpoſe ? And there is no Reaſon that 
I know of, why a Boy's Memory ſhould 


be burdened with two Syntaxes, any 


more than twenty. And ſhould any 
Maſter depart ſo far from the vulgar 
Method of Teaching, as to make uſe 


5 only 
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only of the Engliſh Rules in the Acci- 
dence, it would no doubt be look'd 
upon as a very grand Defect, and ex- 
poſe him to ſuffer in his Reputation 
and Intereſt for it. 

But the Language of Lih's Grau- 


mar is not the only Objection that lyes 


againſt it; the ill Contrivance of it is 
another. The Rules he gives for the 
Gend:rs of Nouns, are too intricate and 
. Puzzling for Boys. The moſt proper 
and eaſy Way of proceeding would be, 
to give Rules taken from the Termi- 
nation or Declenſion of Nouns, with- 
out any Regard to the Increaſing or 
not Increaſing of the Genitive Caſe, 
As for As in Præſenti it is a Part of 
the Grammar wholly uſeleſs; for there 
Boys are directed to find the Spine 
( which few Verbs have) by the Pre- 
ter- perfect Tenſe, and That by the Cen- 
jugation; for the finding of which, they 
neither have nor can have any Rule gi- 
ven them; that they muſt know from 
their Dictionary or fs uſe of Authors; 
but in the ſame Manner they may 
learn the Præter-perſect Tenſe too. And 


there- 
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therefore if Rules for that Purpoſe are 
not wholly uſeleſs; yet the Benefit is 
ſo very inconſiderable, that it's never 
worth the Task and Trouble of getting 
them without Book. And Lily's wiſe 
Way of proceeding in this Part of his 


Grammar, is very near a-kin to the Sim- 
plicity of the honeſt Country Fellow, 


who directed a Gentleman that was a 
Stranger upon the Road and asKk'd his 
Way, to go by his Father's Garth- 
End, and then by his Uncle Roger's 
Cloſe. The Method of the Syntax 
is improper, for a Reaſon I have given 
in the Preface to my Introductiom to 
making Latin, which the Reader may 
conſult. 
ſelf the Trouble of comparing the 


Rules given in that Book, with Lily's 


Stax, he will, I preſume; be con- 
vinced, the Method I have taken is 


preferable to that of Lily's. 


Tho' the Language and Contrivance 
of Lily's Graumar be a great Grievance 
upon the Publick ; yet the Imprudence 
of thoſe that make uſe of it, does 
really render it much greater than it is 

B in 


And if he will but give him- 
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in it ſelf; for the common Cuſtom is, 
to make the Boys conſtrue their Propria 

ug maribus, Oue genus, and As in præ- 
for, quite thro', as tho' they could 
not poſſibly proceed aright, without 
underſtanding the Signification of all 
the Words that are brought in as Ex- 
amples to, or Exceptions from, the 
Rules ; whereas the Rules are all there's 
any Neceſſity for them at that time to 


underſtand. The Signification of Words 


will be learnt with more Eaſe and De- 
light, in the Reading of Latin Authors, 
and is the only proper Way of learn- 
ing them: If not, why is not the Senſe 
of all the other Words in the Latin 
Tongue taught them after the ſame 


wiſe Manner, and Boys made Maſters 


of their Dictionary too, before they 
proceed to the Reading of Authors ? 
And tho Boys may ſeem in ſuch a Way 
of uſing their Grammar; that is, con- 
ſtruing up all before them, to enlarge 


their Acquaintance with the Latin 


Tongue, yet in Effect they do not, or 
at leaſt not to ſuch a Degree as is an- 
ſwerable to the Time ſpent that Way. 


They 


the Uſe of ſuch Baubles; and ti 
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They can tell you indeed the Englif | 
of the Words, if you let them take 
them in Train, one after another, as 
they lye in their Grammar ; yet when 
they come to meet with them apart, 
in the Reading of Authors, eſpecially 
in the oblique Caſes, they rarely un- 
derſtand them. All this is applicable 
too to the Uſe of Nomenclatures, or 
Vorabu'aries, ſo common in our Schools: 
A Practice I judge ſomething more ri- 
diculous than the former; for here the 
Words are, for the moſt Part, ſuch as 
lye quite out of the common Road of 
this Buſineſs, and therefore are all 
abſolutely forgotten in a very little 
Time, after thoſe wonderful Books 
are laid aſide. cannot imagine 
for my Part, what People mean 


ſome Body ſhall have the Goodneſs ta 
inform me better, I ſhall take the Li- 
berty to ſet them down for one 6f 
thoſe vain Amuſements that have been 
found out to make Boys ſpend their 
Time at School, to no Purpoſe. 


B 2 After 
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After all, it is much eaſier to com- 
plain of the Grievance of Lily's Gram- 
mar, than to remedy it. Not that I 
look upon it as any great Difficulty to 
compile one more eaſy, ſhort, and 
compendious, and yet more full and 
compleat: I have already, I humbly 
conceive, done it in a great Meaſure, 
in my Introduction to the Making of 
Latin; but the Difficulty would be to 
prevail with our Maſters to make Uſe 
of it. Some, we may well ſuppoſe, 
would, after all that could be ſaid for 
their Conviction, remain prejudiced in 
fayour of the Common Grammar; and 
upon that Score be averſe to any Inno- 
vation or Change. Others there would 
be, who, tho glad enough to be fair- 
ly quit of Lih, yet would not care to 
comply with the Uſe of a New Gram- 
mar, unleſs it could be generally eſta- 
bliſhed in our Schools, either by Au- 
 thority, or common Conſent ; becauſe 
of the Inconveniences they would ap- 
prehend from the Ulſe of different 
Grammars in different Schools. Others 
again, that could well enough get ow 

is 
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this Difficulty, would be aw'd by the 
Objection ot Singularity, and the Fear 
of giving Offence to ſuch Parents, as 
having had Lily whipp'd into them at 
School, and therefore concluding that 
muſts needs be very precicus, that coſt 


them ſo very dear, much Money and 
_ Pains, with many a bloody Bout, will! 


not think their Sons have an Orthodox 
Education, unleſs they are taught by 
Lily's Grammar, Thele Difficulties lye 
in the Way of a New Grammar, and 
great Pity it is they ſhould: For all of 
that Kind neceſlary for Boys at Schoohk,/ 


| befides their Declenfions and Conjugati- 
ont, might be brought within the Com- 


paſs of one ſingle Sheet of Paper, or 
two at the moſt; which would with 
Eaſe be lodged in the Memory of a 
Child, of any tolerable Capacity, in a 
Fortnight or three Weeks. Whereas 
Lily, when all the Time ſpent upon 
him from firſt to laſt is brought to Ac- 


count, will be found to coſt the Boys 


in moſt and the beſt Schools, two Years. 


Time atleaſt, and in many others a 
great deal more. A flagrant Inſtance. 
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how much Miſchief the well- meant 
Folly of one ſingle Man may do in the 
World. I would therefore propoſe it 
to the ſerious Conſideration of all ſuch 
as are intruſted with the Education of 
Youth, into whoſe Hands this little 
Treatiſe may come, whether or no it 
would not be very well worth their 
while, turn much to their own Credit 
and Advantage, in the ſpeedy Progreſs 
of Youth under their Care, by ſaving 
a great deal of Time that is thrown 
away upon Lily to no Purpoſe, to pro- 
mote and encourage the Deſign of ſub- 


ſtituting in the Room of that Latin 


Trifle, A Compendious, Net hodical, Eaſy 
Grammar in Engliſh. 

II. The next Objection againſt the 
Common Method of Teaching is, the 


Authors, or drawing Beginners over the 
faſt Difficultics of the Latin Tongue, and 
bringing them to a familiar Uſe of the 
eafier Authors in that Language. By 
theſe Helps, I mean Tranſlations, and 
thoſe as Literal as poſſible ;. the great 
Advantage of which lyes ſo obvious to 

| 1 com- 


Want of proper Helps for the Reading of 
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common Senſe, and is ſo conſtantly 
made uſe of in the teaching of other 
Languages, that it's a perfect Myſtery 
to one, it ſhould be overlook'd in the 
teaching of Latin, The common Me- 
thod is, I think, in this Reſpect, com- 
pleatly ridiculous. For what miſera- 
ble Pottering Work do the poor Boys 
make of it, every where, for the firſt 
two or three Years, for Want of- this 
Help fo eaſy to be had, and fo viſibly 
neceſſary, that it's perfectly amazing 


they ſhould ſo long together have been 


unfurniſhed with it. It puts me in 
Mind of a Refleftion I have known 
made upon Schoolmaſters, that of all 
Men they are the greateſt Bunglers in 
their Profeſſion, And I could wiſh 
this Blunder in our Conduct, as well 
as ſeveral others hereafter to be taken 
Notice of, did not give too much Rea- 
ſon for ſach a Cenſure. The Way is 
for the Maſter to conſtrue the Boys 
their Leſſons while they read Cordery 
and Aſop's Fables, Aſter the Readin 
of half a Score Pages in each of Rb | 
Books, they are uſually thought abun- 
B 4 dantly 
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tly qualified to deal with Eraſmus, 


the Help of a Dictionary, at leaſt 
ith ſome {mall Aſſiſtance of the Ma- 


ans it comes to paſs, that the 
Boys commonly ſpend one Half 
of their Time Morning and Afternoon, 
in poring over two or three Lines, and 
teazing firſt one, and then another of 
them, the Maſter, or ſome of their 
School-fellows, perpetually for their 
Aſſiſtance, who might as well read a 
Page or more in the Time, with great 
Peace and Quietneſs in their Seats, if 
they had but the Help of a Litcral 
Tranſlation. This, it's plain, would 
ſave both Maſter and Boys fo much 
Trouble; would bring the latter ſo 
| ſmoothly, and withal ſo very expediti- 
ouſly, to the Reading of the Claſſicks, 
that it is the moſt unaccountable thing 
in the World to me, our Schools ſhould 
be without any Helps of this Nature. 


Hool has indeed tranſlated Cordery 
and /E£ſop's Faller, but then he has fre- 


ently departed ſrom the Letter of 


Latin (which the honeſt Man takes 
Care 
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Care to give the Reader Notice of in 
the Title Page, for fear his Folly 
thould be over- look d) and has by 
that Means render'd his Tranſlations 
in a great Meaſure uſeleſs. Boys on- 
ly Buſineſs, when they firſt ſer for- 
ward in the Reading of Authors, be- 
ing to get acquainted with the preciſe 
Meaning, and proper Import of Latin 
Words, as faſt as poſſible, Tranſlations 
deſign'd for their Uſe muſt be literal, 
to anſwer that End; for otherwiſe. ' 
they are ſo far from being ſerviceable 
to them, that they lead them conti- 
nually into Miſtakes. 

Beſides, It's a meer Jeſt to put 
Boys, ſo ſoon as is uſually done, up- 
on getting their Leſſons by the Dicti- 
onary. The looking for their Words 
does not only make a ſtrange Con- 
ſumption of their Time, ſuppoſing it 
would do their Buſineſs ; but, Alas! 
It will not. They are perfectly be- 


wilder d in that Variety of Significa- 


tions moſt Words have, and want 
Skill to make Choice of ſuch as are 
proper for their Purpoſe. Whereas 

5 „ the. 
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the Uſe of Literal Tranſlations has no 
Difficulty in it: That employs no- 
thing but Memory: Their Words are 
all ready at Hand, and they £0 
ſmoothly forward, without any Ru 
in their Way, or Loſs of Time; and 
with a great deal of Satisfaction, to 
find their Buſineſs ſo very eaſy. 
All this is fo. undeniably plain, that 
I cannct forbear ſaying again, That 


It is aſtoniſhing to me, our Schools. 


ſhould be to this Day without any 
Helps of this Kind: Nay, ſo little 


ſenſible does the World appear of a- 


ny Thing amiſs in this Matter, that 
we hear no Complaints made of the 
Wants of fuch Helps. Our Schools 
are very eaſy, and our Maſters pro- 
ceed very quietly and contentedly, in 
a ſenſleſs abſurd Method of reading 
Authors, that with the Uſe of Lihs 
Grammar, occaſions the Loſs of at 
_ leaſt three of the four firſt Years Boys 
ſpend at School. For this, I think, 2 
Man might fafely venture his Repu- 
tation upon, That a Boy, by the 
Help of Literal Tranſlations, wouy 

| , 0 
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do more in one Year, than witho.t - 
them he would in three or four, I 
have had Thoughts of attempting to 


remedy this vaſt Inconvenience, by 
publiſhing ſome of the eaſier Authors 


| in the Latin Tongue, with Tranſlati- 


ons as Literal as poſſible, for the Uſe 
of Schools: And have accordingly 
publiſh'd a ſelect Century of Cordery's 
Collequzcs, in that Method, in which, 
becauſe it is the Book Boys common- 
ly begin with, and for that Reaſon at 
leaſt, ſhould be made as eaſy as poſſi- 
ble, the Order of the Latin Words is 
alter'd, and. accommodated to the Ex- 
gi Tongue, and the Words corre- 
ponding to one another in the Latin 
and Engliſh Columns are in the ſame 
Character, the Roman and Italian be- 
ing uſed alternately for the Purpoſe. 
If that reliſhes with the Publick, and 
I find Encouragement, I ſhall, as my 
Buſineſs and Occaſions permit, go on, 
and publiſh ſome of the cafier Claſſicks, 
with Tranſlations. Bn: 
IIL The next Fault I find with the 
vulgar Method of Grammar Schools, 


is, 
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is, the Want of proper Helps fer the 
Writing and 2 of Lata The 
bringing Boys to read a Latin Au- 
thor, has really no great Difficulty in ve 
it: Furniſh them but with proper 
Tranſlations, and fee they do not ge 
ſaunter away their Time, and you C 
will find your Buſineſs done, much of 
fooner than without Tryal you would Ez 
imagine. But the bringing Boys to a ] 
a true Latin Style, is really Matter of ni 
great Difficulty, and the greateſt of ſin 
all Difficulties the Maſter has upon L; 
- bis Hands. This requires Art and of 
Method, and a great deal of Pains fic 
both from Maſter and Scholar. Who- ſh 


ever conſiders the vaſt Application the an 
Romans themſelves made uſe of, to of 
arrive at that Maſtery in their own 


Language, we ſo much admire in | is 
them; will perhaps think it impoſſi- H. 
ble for us now-a-days, who have no th 
other Way of Learning their Lan- T 
_ guage, than from the Books they A 
have left behind them, to equal them, of 
and very difficult to come any Thing | W 
near them. And it's ſo rare to og 0 
wi 
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with a Man that has attain'd a true 
genuine Roman Style, that it's no 
wonder Boys go away from School ſo 
very deficient in that Qualification. 
It is not the Reading half a Score Pa- 
ges in a leſs Number of the Latin 


Claſſicks in Proſe, with the Scribling 


of twenty or thirty Lines of Latin 
Exerciſe every Night, by the Help of 
a Dictionary, ſuch as we are yet fur- 
niſh'd with however, will do the Bu- 
ſineſs. The Latin is a large copious. 
Language, that abounds with Variety 
of Words, very various in their Signi- 
fications: And to imagine that Boys 
ſhould make any tolerable Acquaint- 
ance with them, in that poor Pittance 
of the Claſſick Authors in Proſe (from 
which alone they are to learn a Style) 
is a Jeſt that can never enter into the 
Head of any Man of Underſtanding, 
that conſiders the Matter. Another 
Thing there is too, which renders the 
Attainment of a Latin Style Matter 
of great Difficulty, and that is, the 
Way and Manner of Expreſſion in 
that Language, Which is ſo widely 

different 
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different from that of our own, that 
hardly any Thing in either Language 
is capable of being literally, and at 
the tame* Time handſomely and ele- 
gantly tranſlated into the other. And 
tho' from a Compariſon of the Idiom 
of both Languages, it be poſſible to 
give the Learner ſome Help in this 
Matter by Rules ; yet thoſe will reach 
but a very little Way, and after all,. 
the Propriety of the Latin Tongue is no 
other Ways 'to be attain'd, than by 
a careful attentive Peruſal of the beſt 
Authors, and Writing and Speaking 
as much as poſſible in Imitation of 
them. 
The firſt Step towards the Attain- 
ment of a Latin Style, ſhould be a 
Collection of proper Engliſh Examples, 
for the Reducing the Latin Syntax to- 
Practice. I did not know of any 
ſuch, when J publiſh'd my Introduction 
to the Making of Latin; if I had, 
I ſhould have been glad to have 
ſaved my ſelf that Trouble. The 
Reader has in the Preface to that 
Book, the Reaſons why I could * 
e 
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be ſatisfy d with any Thing I had met 
with in that Way, which I ſhall not 
repeat here. And if I have not ſuc- 
ceeded better in that Undertaking, 
than others that went before me ; we 
are, I doubt, ſtill deſtitute of a pro- 
per Help, tor the bringing Boys eaſi- 


ly and expeditiouſly to the Practice 


of their Grammar Rules; and ſome- 
thing further muſt be contrived for 
that Purpoſe. 
Aſter Boys have done with their. 
Engliſh Examples, it is uſual to put 
them to the Tranſlation of Galtruchi- 
us's Heathen Gods, or the Pantheon, 
Books proper enough for the Purpoſe, 
if they were but made uſe. of, as they 


_ ſhould be; but here again I cannot 


but look upon the common Method 
to be very faulty. Boys are left to 
make their Latin by the Dictionary ; 
but were our Dictionaries as well con- 
trived as they are otherwiſe, it would 
be impoſſible for Boys ſo young to 
make uſe of them: Much leſs can 
they make uſe of ſuch ſort of Exgliſb- 
Latin Dictionaries as we yet ave, 

a With- 
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without Blundering perpetually in the 
Choice of their Words. I am ſure it 
is a fair Wager of two to one againſt 
them, they chuſe amiſs, alnioſt eve- 

Time they have Occaſion to con- 
ſult their Dit? 

therefore to the Uſe of that ſo ſoon, 
is the Way to ſpoil them, by filling 


their Heads with infinite Miſtakes, as 


to the proper Import and Signification 
of Words. The Maſter muſt be at 
the Pains to ſupply them with the 


Words they want, and for that Pur- 
pole ſhould read them at leaſt one 


Leſſon every Day, in the Book the 

ule for Exerciſe, into Latin, whic 

they muſt go over again amongſt 
themſelves, till they are perfect in it. 
This Method is ro be purſued, till 
they have got a pretty good Acquaint- 
ance "with Words, and can acquit 
themſelves tolerably well in the Tran- 
ſlution of the Panthecn, or any fuch 


plain eaſy Book. After which, the 


moſt proper Way of proceeding with 
them, in my Opinion, will be to 
make them tranflate ſome . 

thor; 


ionary. To leave them 
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| thor; ſuch as Ceſar, Juſtin, or Corne- 


lius Nepos, by Way of Exerciſe in the 
Evenings, and oblige them to get 
their Tranſlations to read back again 
into the very Original Latin of their 
Author : Thus they will Kill two Birds 
with one Stone, improve in both Lan- 
guages at once, and by ſeeing the l- 
diom of the Latin and Engliſh go 
conſtantly together, make a much 
greater Progreſs in Style, than will 
eaſily be imagined by one that has 
not tried this Method. But then you 
muſt not let them put you off with a 
bald literal Tranſlation, but oblige 
them to turn their Author into pro- 
per Exgliſb; for which Purpoſe ſome 
Rules and Directions may be given 
them, which will eaſily enough offer 
themſelves to any one that will be at 
the Pains to exerciſe himſelf in Tran- 
lation now and then; or compare 
any good Tranſlation of a Claſſick 
Author with the Original. I would 
adviſe the Maſter to help them a lit- 
tle at firſt ſetting out in this Way, by 
reading them their Author into pro- 


Pet 
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per Engliſh, tho with as little Variation 
tdo from the Letter of the Latin as 
conſiſtent with a tolerable Eugliſh Style. 
As they _— in each Language by 

this Exerciſe, they may take more Li- 
berty ; till at laſt they muſt be left to 
-_ _ deer Thy in o_ Way ot 

preſſion, provided they but 

to the Senſe of their Aut! ber this 


any one muſt do, to make a right good 
Tranſlation of any Latin Author. 
Another Help wanting for the due 
and ſpeedy Improvement of Youth in 
the Writing and Speaking of Latin 
is a Good Latin Dialogues, aum 
all the uſual Topicks of common (on 
ſation, with a proper Engliſh Tranſl 
Nin; not for the underſtanding them; 
for I propoſe not this, but for the Ule 
of ſuch Boys as have made ſome Pro- 
greſs in Reading of Authors, and are | 
therefore capable of underſtanding ſuch 
a Book pretty well without Help. But 
I would have them read their Tranſl 


them on apace towards Style, and be 
of other kind of Uſe to their Speak- 
| ug 


nor; for that | 


tion into Latin. This would bring | 1 
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ing of Latin, than their talking barba- 
rouſly among themſelves; which is the 


| Way, ſorſooth! of bringing Boys to 


the Speaking of Latin im ſome Schools, 
but, in my Mind, a very ſtrange one, 
unleſs the talking badly with thoſe 


that cannot inform them better, can 


be ſuppoſed to be the Way to talk 


well. There is no properer Method 


of improving in any Language, for 
thoſe ae 3 ave a — 
in it, than Converſation with ſuch as 
talk it well; and on the other Hand, 
nothing worſe than Converſation with 
thoſe that talk it but badly. Boys 
therefore inuſt not be put upon this 
Task of Speaking Latin, till they can 
write it pretty well, and are Judges of 
the Latin Idiom; that is to ſay, in al- 


moſt all Schools never at all. 


When Boys have attained to ſome- 
thing of a Maſtery in the eaſier Claſ- 
ſicks, then, inſtead ot reading the La- 
tin Proſe Authors into Engliſh, I think 


it would be proper to make them read 


the beſt Tranſlations of them that are 
publick, into Latin; I mean that Fg 
| ; e 
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the Authors themſelves, by maki 

them read the Original and Tranſla- 
tion together, till they can render the 
latter into the former exactly. In this 
Way of Proceeding, they will have theſe 
three great Advantages. 1. Of Under- 
ſtanding their Latin Authors more com- 
pleatly, and more readily than they 


could do without the Tranſlation, | 


2. Of Improving in the Engliſh Tongue, 
whilſt they are getting the Latin, and 
that perhaps in the moſt proper Way 
that could be thought of. And 3. Of 
Attaining much quicker to an Imitati 
on of the Style of the beſt Authors in 
the Latin Ton than they would 
do by reading 
whi 
need not enlarge upon this Head. 

IV. A fourth Objection againſt the 
uſual Way of Proceeding in our Schools, 
is, The Want of due Order and Method 
in the Reading of Authors : For when 
Boys are thought fit to be enter'd in 
the Claſſicks, they commonly begin with 
the Poets ; ſome with Ovid de Triſtibus, 


Originals alone. All 
is ſo very viſible, that I think! 


fame with his Metamorphoſes, and _ 
6 witl 
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with both; a very great Abſurdity cer- 
tainly: For none ſure that knows what 
Poetry means, can make a Doubt of it, 
whether the Style of Proſe be not or- 
dinarily more eaſy than that of the 
Poets. Horace, I am ſure, tells us as 
much, when he ſays a Poet is one 


Ingenium cut fit , cui mens divinior 
atque or | 


For which Reaſon he ſays in the ſame 
Place, 


Primum ego me illorum gederis quibus 
eſſe Pcetas 

Excerpam numero, neque enim concludere 
wverſum 

Dixeris eſſe ſatis, neque ſi quis ſcribit uti 
nos 


Sermoni propicra, putes hunc eſſe Poetam? 


The Style of his Satyrs he makes Ac- 
count is ſo low, ſo much beneath the 
L oftineſs peculiar to Poetry, that be 
thinks they do not deſerve the 1 
| n 
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And yet if I ſay they are more difficult 
than the Roman Hiſtorians, I believe 
there are few acquainted with both, 
but what will eaſily agree with me, 
But what need is there of Authority | 
in the Caſe? Let any one dip into a | 
Poet and an Hiſtorian at the ſame time, 
and compare the firſt Paſſages he lights 
on together, and it will give him full 
Satisfaction, if he wants it. The one 
abounds with Figure, and the whole 
Turn of his Expreſſion is quite out of 
the common Road, while the Hiſtorian 
generally delivers his Mind in -proper 
Terms, and in a Way and Manner 
agreeable to common Converſation. 
In ſhort, they have ſo viſibly the Ad- 
vantage of the Poets, with reſpe& to 
Perſpicuity and Plainneſs of 1 that 

J cannot but wonder how the latter 
came to take Place of the former, in 
the common Method of the Schools. 
This looks ſomething like teaching 
young Children to ftand upon their 
Hands, before they know how to make 
| ule of their Legs. | 


Nat 
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Nor is this all: I have another Rea- 
ſon why Boys ought to read Proſe well, 
before they meddle with the Poets, 
which is this, that it it will not only be 
uſeful, but neceſlary to teach them a 
proper Latin Style: For the 8 
of the Poets can do them no Kindneſs 
in} this Reſpect, but rather a great 
deal of Hurt; if they are not well 
acquainted with Proſe firſt. For the 
Style of Poetry is ſo remote from 
the vulgar Manner of Expreſſion, that 
to imitate it in Proſe, would be the 
moſt ridiculous thing in the World; 
and he would be ſure to ſet every Bo- 
dy a laughing at him, that ſhould pre- 
tend to write a Hiſtory in the Strain of 
Virgils AÆneid, or Horace's Lyricks. 
To prevent therefore their confounding 
thole two different Styles, it will be 
neceſſary to make them read the Hi- 
ſtorians well in the firſt Place: By fo 
doing, they will learn the genuine and 
proper Signification of Words, and uſe 
them accordingly : They will not be 
miſled by-the figurative Uſe of Words, 
Phraſeology, and Forms of Conſtru- 


ction 
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ction proper only for Poetry; nor need 
they fear to imitate the Language of 
their Authors: Whereas, in the Read. 
ing of the Poets, the Caſe would be 
quite otherwiſe ; there they could bor- 
row nothing, without rendering their 
Style very bombaſtick and ridiculons, 
V. Another Overſight in the com- 
-mon Method of Teaching, is Making 
Boys get their Leſſons in the Poets With. 
| out Book. If this be proper, why is 
it not equally ſo, to take the ſame Me- 
thod with — in Proſe, and make 
them commit to Memory every Leſſon 
they read there too? But if this be ab- 
ſurd, as I ſuppoſe every body will rex 
. dilygrant, why is not the other ſo too? 
For what is it that Boys do in getring 
any thing without Book, but learn the 
Order of the Words? For Inſtance, in 
Ittyre tu patulæ, &c. that Virgil has put 
Tityre before tu, and tu before patult, 
and ſo forth; and where is the Benefit 
of this, I wonder, that a Boy mul 
needs be made to charge his Memo- 
ry with the preciſe Order of the Words, 
in every Leſſon he reads in por 
n 
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Indeed wherever any Paſſage occurs 
either in Proſe or Verſe that is _— 
turn d, and carries a Senſe along wit 
it proper for frequent Meditation or 
Reflection, there it may be of good 
Uſe to make the Boys get it without 


Book, becauſe by this Means they have 


the Senſe compleat, without any Di- 
minution; and the thing is rendered 
more moving and affecting, by the 
Fineneſs and Beauty of the Expreſſion. 
But where their Leſſons have nothin 
of this kind to recommend them, 7 
would fain know to what Purpoſe their 
efting them without Book can ſerve, 
be to hinder their Progreſs in Read- 
ing; for they will ſooner get three or 
fourſcore Lines to conſtrue, than twen- = 
ty to ſay without Book; and he muſt 
be a ſtrange Man, I ſhould think, that 
does not ſee the former will contribute 
vaſtly more to a Boy's Improvement, 
than the latter. But as Mr, Locke has 
oy well expoſed this ſimple Cuſtom, 
in his Thoughts of Education, and has 
faid all upon the Point that I think can 
well be ſaid, I ſhall, I hope, oblige. 
| C my 


50 An ESSAY 


my Reader much more by preſenting 
him with the Words of that great Ma- 
ſter of Education, than by enlarging 
my ſelf upon the Matter. They are as 
follows. * Another thing very ordi- 
“e nary in the vulgar Method of Gram- 

« mar Schools there is, of which I ſee 
ec no Uſe at all, unleſs it be to baulk 
80 yes. Lads in the Way to learning 
6c guages, Which, in my Opinion, 
te ſhould be made as eaſy and pleaſant 
ce as may be; and that which was pail 
cc ful in it, as much as poſſible, quite 


cc removed. That which I mean, and 


cc here complain of, is, their being 
cc forced to learn by Heart, great Par- 


c cels of the Authors which are taught 
ce them; wherein I can diſcover no 


Advantage at all, eſpecially to the 


« Buſineſs they are upon. Languages 
cc are to be learnt only by Reading and 
£ Talking, and not by Scraps of Au- 
« thors got by Heart; which, when 
« 2 Man's Head is ſtuff d with, 
© he has got the juſt Furniture of a 


< Pedant, and is the ready Way to 
make him one; than which there is 
< nothing 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


«c 
cc 


cc 


c 
cc 
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nothing leſs becoming a Gentle- 
man. For what can be more ridi- 
culous, than to mix the rich and 
handſom Thoughts and Sayings of 
others, with a deal of poor Stuff of 
his own 2 Which is thereby the more 
expoſed, and has no other Grace in 
it, nor will otherwiſe recommend 
the Speaker, than a thread-bare 
Ruſſet Coat would, that was ſet off 
with large Patches of Scarlet and 
glittering Brocard. Indeed where 
a Paſſage comes in the Way whoſe 
Matter is worth Remembrance, and 
the Expreſſion of it very cloſe and 


excellent (as there are many ſuch in 


the ancient Authors) it may not be 
amiſs to lodge it in the Minds of 
young Scholars, and with ſuch ad- 
mirable Strokes of thole great Ma- 
ſters, ſometimes exerciſe the Memo» 
ry of School-Boys. But their Lear- 
ning of their Leſſons by Heart, as 
they happen to fall out in their Books 
without Choice or Diſtinction, I know 
not what it ſerves for, but to miſ- 
ſpend their Time and Pains, an = 

SEND C 2 them 


52 An ESSAY 
«© them a Diſguſt and Averſion to their 
« Books, wherein they find nothing 
« but uſeleſs Trouble. 

« hear it's ſaid, That Children 
« ſhould be employed in getting things 
« by Heart, to exerciſe and improve 
their Memories. I could with this 
«« were {aid with as much Authority of 
« Reaſon, as it is with Forwardnels of 
« Aſſurance, and that this Practice 
< were eſtabliſhed upon good Obſer- 
vation, more than old Cuſtom : For 
it is evident that Strength of Me- 
« mory is owing to an happy Conſti- 
< tution, and not to any habitual Im- 
4 provement got by Exerciſe. *'Tis 
true, what the Mind is intent upon, 
& and for fear of letting it ſlip, often 
« imprints afreſh on it ſelf by frequent 
© Reflection, that it is apt to retain, 
& but ſtill according to its own natu- 
& ral Strength of Retention. An Im- 


< preſſion made on Bees-wax, or Lead, 


will not laſt ſo long as on Braſs or 
« Steel. Indeed, if it be renewed 
ce often, it may laſt the longer; but 
every new Reflecting on it is a new 


© Impreſl- 


e 
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cv -z., I ico, __\As me wm oe. wwawco Was 


cc 
cc 
cc 
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Impreſſion, and 'tis from thence one 
is to reckon, if one would know 
how long the Mind retains it. But 
the Learning Pages of Latin by 
Heart, no more fits the Memory 
for Retention of any thing elſe, than 
the Graving of one Sentence in 
Lead, makes it the more capable of 
retaining firmly any other Characters. 


If ſuch a Sort of Exerciſe of the 


Memory were able to give it 
Strength, and improve our Parts, 
Players, of all other People, muſt 
needs have the beſt Memories, and 
be the beſt Company. But whether 


the Scraps they have got into their 


Heads this Way, makes them re- 
member other things the better ; 
and whether their Parts be impro- 
ved proportionably to the Pains they 
have taken in getting by Heart others 
Sayings, Experience will ſhew. Me- 
mory is ſo neceſſary to all Parts 
and Conditions of Life, and fo little 
is to be done without it, that we are 
not to fear it ſhould grow dull and 
uſeleſs for Want of Exerciſe, if Ex- 

B 3 « erciſe 
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erciſe could make it grow ſtronger, 
But I fear this Faculty of the Mind 
is not capable ot much Help and 
Amendment in general, by any Ex- 
erciſe or Endeavour of ours, at leaſt 
not by tkat uſed upon this Pretence 
in Grammar-Schools. And if Xer- 
xes was able to call every common 
Soldier by Name in his Army, that 
conſiſted of no leſs than an Hundred 
Thouſand Men, I think it may be 


gueſſed, he got not this wonderful 


Ability by learning his Leſſons by 
Heart, when he was a Boy. This 
Method of exerciſing and impro- 
ving the Memory, by toilſome Re- 


petitions without Book of what they 


read, is, I think, little uſed in the 
Education of Princes, which, if it 
had that Advantage is talked of, 
ſhould be as little neglected in them 
as in the meaneſt School-Boys: Prin- 
ces having as much Need of good 
Memories as any Men living, and 
have generally an equal Share in this 
Faculty with other Men; tho' it has 


never been taken Care of this Way. 
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What the Mind is intent upon, and 
careful of, that it remembers beſt, 
and for the Reaſon abovementioned: 
To which, if Method and Order be 
join'd, all is done, I think, that can 
be, for the Help of a weak Memo- 
ry ; and he that will take any other 
Way to do it, eſpecially that of 
charging it with a Train of other 
People's Words, which he that learns 
cares not for, will, I gueſs, ſcarce 
find the Profit anſwer half the Time 
and Pains employ d in it. 

] do not nean hereby, that there 
ſhould be no Exerciſe given to Chil- 
drens Memories: I think their Me- 
mories ſhould be ny but not 
in learning by Roat whole Pages out 
of Books, which, the Leſſon being 
once ſaid, and that Task over, are 
delivered up again to Oblivion, and 
neglected for ever. This mends nei- 
ther the Memory nor the Mind. 
What they ſhould learn by Heart out 
of Authors, I have above mentio- 
ned : And ſuch wiſe and uſeful Sen-- 


* tences being once given in Charge 
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cc 


cc 


« ſelves ſearch for it. 


cc 


to their Memories, they ſhould ne- 
ver be ſuffered to forget again, but 
be often calld to an Account for 
them; whereby, beſides the Uſe 
thole Sayings may be to them in 
their future Life, as ſo mapy good 
Rules and Obſervations, they will 
be taught to refle often, and be- 
think themſelves what they have to 
remember, which is the only Way 
to make the Memory quick and 
uſeful. The Cuſtom of frequent 
Reflection will keep their Minds 


from running adrift, and call their 


Thoughts Home from uſeleſs unat- 
tentive Roving: And therefore, I 
think, it may do well, to give them 
ſomething every Day to remember; 
but ſomething til] that is in it ſelf 


worth the remembring, and what 


you would never have out of Mind, 
whenever you call, or they them- 
This will oblige 
them often to turn their Thoughts 


« inwards, than which you cannot 


cc 
cc 
ks 


wiſh them a better intellectual Ha- 
bit. 


VI. Ano- 
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VI. Another thing that in the com- 
mon Method of our Schools proves a 
great Impediment to the Progreſs of 
Boys, is The putting them on too many 
ſeveral things at the ſame Time. Thus 


tis uſual for them to be engaged in the 


Reading of Half a Dozen Authors, or 
more, and almoſt as many ſeveral Sorts 
of Exerciſe at once. Nay, I know a 
a publick School, and in no obſcure 
Place, where the Boys, by that time 
they reach Virgih are plyed with ſuch 
a Multiplicity of Authors, that poor 
Virgil takes his Turn but for one Leſ- 
ſon a Week amongſt them: A moſt. 
admirable Method, to be ſure, to make 
Boys underſtand that admirable Au- 
thor! I am clearly of Opinion, that 
{ſuch a Man deſeryes more to be whipt 
for bis Foily, than any Boy he teaches. 
Would not any one be thought halt 


crazed, that ſhould pretend to carry on 


his Studies in ſo confuſed a Manner, 
by engaging in ten or a Dozen Authors 
ata Time? And ſhall that be a proper 
Method to be taken with Boys, that 
would paſs for irn leſs than Madneſs 
. in 
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in a Man? I could never yet hear any 
Reaſon alledged for this wonderful 
Way of Proceeding. What Occafion 
can Boys have for any more Authors 
than one at once, till they begin with 
the Greek Tongue? And then one 
Greek, and one Latin, or two at the 
moſt, will. be enough in all Conſci- 
ence. Where Boys are perplexed and 
confounded: with ſo much Variety, 
things take not their Turn in the Mind 
often enough, for the ſpeedy and tho- 
rough fixing them there; but one Im- 
pom is quite effaced and worn out, 
fore it is revived anew ;. and ſo be- 
comes as difficult for the Mind to re- 
tain, as if it had never made its Appea- 
rance there before. Whereas, in the 
Uſe of but one ſingle Author at a 
Time, the ſame Words and Forms of 
Expreſſion will return more frequent- 
Ys and quicker upon them, and by 
that 


Means ſtick ſooner by them, than 


they would do, in the Uſe of ſeveral 
Authors in different Styles, and upon 
— Subjects. 


The. 


and reſolve to have them ſuch. 
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The ſame Reaſon holds againſt ſo 
much Variety in the Exerciſe they are 
put upon, Tranſlations Engliſh, or La- 
tin, or bot h, - Epiſtles, Themes, and Ver- 


ſes, are frequently jumbled all together 


within the Compaſs of a Week. But ſure 
the moſt regular Way would be, to 
hold them to the Tranſlation of Engliſh 
into Latin, till they have perfectly ma- 
ſter d their Rules, and got ſome tole- 
rable Acquaintance with Words, and 
after that to proceed to the Tranſlation of 
Latin into-Engliſh, with which you 
may now and then intermix Dialogues 
and Epiſtles, for theſe are in Effect, as 
to Matter and Language, much the 
ſame; and after they are, bytheſe and- 
the other Methods I have 1 
brought to ſomething of Style, to ad- 


vance them to Themes and Verſes, lay- 


ing all other Exerciſe aſide, either 
wholly, or in a great Meaſure, as you: 
muſt do, if you think it practicable to 
make all Boys that are capable of learn- 
ing the Languages, Orators and Poets, 


Put 
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But The putting Boys too ſoon to tbe 


Reading of Greek, is, I think, one of 
the greateſt Grievances of the common 
Method.. It is very frequent to enter 
them in the Greek Grammar, before 
they have Skill enough in Latin to un- 
derſtand the Rules of it, than which 
nothing can be more ridiculous. This 
is deſign d ſure to impoſe upon the Pa- 
rents, by making them believe their 
Sons are wonderful Scholars, rather 
than for the Childrens Improvement. 
The Father oftentimes underſtands not 


ſo much as the Character of that Lan- 


guage: And how can he chuſe but take 
his Son for a downright Conjurer, 
when he finds him able to read a Book 
he cannot tell a Letter in, to his great 
Aſtoniſhment? Tho' there be no more 
Myſtery in the . Matter, than in the 
Reading of Engliſh. His Son is a brave 
Scholar, the Maſter an incomparable 
Man, and the Father very. happy in 
the mighty Conceit he has of both; 
when the poor Child all this while is a 
mere Jgnoranus in the moſt common 
Rules of Grammar: And as for the 


Read- 


J 
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Reading a Latin Author, knows little 
more of it than the Father, who him- 
ſelf knows nothing at all. Something 
of this Nature, I imagine, has given 
Riſe to this filly ſenſeleſs Cuſtom of 
our Schools. Beſides, this Piece of ill 
Method is attended with this woful 
Misfortune upon ſuch Boys as are de- 
ſign'd for Trades, and therefore ſtay 
not long enough to go thorough the 
School; that they 3 their Time 
there (which is often ſix or ſeven Vears 

to no Manner of Purpole at all. 
Whereas, were it not for this Cuſtom 
of putting Boys upon the Greek Tongue, 
bells they underſtand any thing of the 
Latin, ſuch Boys might attain to a 
pretty competent Skill in the latter, or 
however go away much better Lati- 
niſts than they do. By which Means 
they would be enabled to underſtand 
what they read, it they have a Mind 
to apply themſelves to Reading, much 
better than they could do without it. 
And as moſt of your genteeler Tradeſ- 


men have a great deal of Time upon 


their Hands for Reading, why they 
ö ſhould 
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ſhould: not be —_—_— to it, and 
prepar'd for it at School, I do not un- 
derſtand.. And how much ſoever ſome 


People may ridicule the Cuſtom of 


ſending Boys to Grammar-Schools, that 
are deſign d for Trades; yet certainly. 
a familiar Acquaintance with the La- 
tin Tongue, Chronology and Geography, 
all which might be attain'd in. leſs 


Time than ſuch Boys uſually ſpend at 


School to no Manner of Purpoſe, 
would be of vaſt Advantage to thoſe 
that have Time enough upon their 
Hands for Reading, and the moſt like- 
ly Means to tempt them to it, and: 
make them in Love with a Book. 
VII. The putting Boys upon Exerciſe a- 
bove their Years or Improvement, is another 


unhappy Overſight in the common Method 
of Education. They uſually begin much 


too ſoon with Dialogue, and Epiſties, 
for which they carmot be ſuppoſed du- 
ly prepared, till they have pretty well 
dioefied their Grammar Rule 

ſet them to-ſuch Work ſooner; the In- 
vention of Matter will ſo employ and 


perplex their Thoughts, that they will 


es. If you 


not | 
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not be at Liberty to reflect upon, 
and conſider their Rules: And thus. 
whilſt one Thing juſtles out another, 
they muſt needs make a very flow: 
Progreſs. But whatſoever may be ſaid, 
in Vindication of the common Me-- 
thod, to this Particular; I am ſure the 


rms Boys upon. the Exerciſe of 


hemes and Verſes, ſo ſoon as is uſual- 

done, is capable of no Manner. of: 
fence. Theſe Exerciſes are thought 

of abſolute Neceſſity in the Education 

of a Scholar, with which the poor- 

Boys are fo unmercifully teazed, that 


by the Time they ſpend in them, and 


the great Noiſe and Buſtle made a- 
bout them,. one would be tempted: 


to think, ſure all the Happineſs of 


Heaven and Earth depended upon the- 
Succeſs of: their Endeavours that Way; 
or at leaft, that thoſe Exerciſes were 
a wonderful Improvement to a Boy's 
Parts: And yet having conſider' d the 
Matter for . Time, I cannot but 
be much of Mr. Locke's Mind, with 
reſpect to Verſifying however. I will 
grant, if you pleaſe, it may not be a- 
FORT. mils 
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miſs to 3 Boys now and then, 
in making little Diſcourſes upon the 


Paſſions, Virtues, Vices, or any Mo- 


ral Subject, when their Minds are by 
the Reading of Latin and Greek Au- 
thors, and the Maſter's Diſcourſes up- 
on them, when any Points of Mora- 
lity come in his Way, furniſh'd with 
a pretty competent Knowledge of 
thoſe T hings, and they can expreſs 
themſelves pretty properly and hand- 
ſomely in the Latin Tongue. But to 

ut Boys upon ſuch fort of Work, 
Les they are well able to read a 
plain Latin Author, and are ſo far 
from writing any Thing tolerably 
well in that Language, that they have 
ſcarce digeſted the rm and moſt 
neceſſary and uſeful Rules of their 
Syntax, is perhaps one of the moſt 
abſurd ridiculous Things in the World, 
It is not only an Egyptian Tyranny, as 


Mr. Locke properly calls it, but de- 
yours their Jime to no Purpoſe, when 


they are 2 in the frequent Re- 
turns of this 
Brains Hours together, to hammar out 


a lit- 


[mal Tast, to beat their 


upon EDUCATION. 65 


a little Nonſenſe in very ill Language, 
% which might be ſpent to a thouſand 
Times better Purpoſe, in the Reading 


” of Authors, or other Exerciſes more 
4 ſuitable to their Years and Improve- 
p- ment, and more proportionate to the 
. Parts of young Boys, than Themes and 


ch Verſes; which require the Senſe and 
of | © Underſtanding of a 1 Man, to 


iſs perform tolerably well. 

1. Of what Uſe Verſihing is, I muſt 

95 own, I do not underſtand: Nay, I 

k cannot but look upon it as dangerous, 

: to give ſo much Exerciſe to the Wit 
and Fancy of Boys, before they have 


been inſtructed in, and inured to a 
cloſe and regular Way of Thinking. 
ot But ſuppoſing it had no ill Influence 
upon the Mind ; the beſt you can make 
of it is but a Diverſion, a Degree a- 
4 bove Fidling. For to what uſeful 
Purpoſe can Verſe ſerve, where Proſe 
will not do as well,. or better? And if 
n . | it will, Where is the Neceſſity that 
: Boys ſhould all be made Poets, ſup- 
poſe it could be effected? Which yet 
doubt will prove an impoſſible * 
or 
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For after all, it is Nature muſt make 
them ſo; Uſe and Exerciſe will do 
but very little in the Caſe. And what 
was ſaid of Eloquence by a certain 
great Maſter and Profeſſor of it, if my 
Memory fail me not, will, I believe, 
hold good, when apply'd to Poetry, 
Aut cito paratur aut nunquam. And, 
What does it  lignity, I beſeech you, 
to exerciſe poor Boys all indifferently 
and without Diſtinction, ſo much in 
the Writing of Verſes, when it is not 
one in a Hundred, to ſpeak with in 
Compaſs, that has any Thing of a 
Genius for Poetry; and nothing fo in- 
tolerable as Performances in that Kind, 
which are but indifferent, if we will 
believe Horace, who tells us, | 


- —— Mediocribus eſſe Poetis, 
Non Dii, non Homines, non conceſſere 
Colummnæ. 


If I might adviſe therefore, I would 
have Boys kept wholly from this Sort 
of Exerciſe. But if the Parents will 


not be ſo pleaſed, and Cuſtom muſt 
in 
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in ſome Meaſure be comply'd with; 
for that Reaſon, let it be done ſpa- 
ringly, and by the Bye, that it give 
not too great an Interruption to other 
neceſlary Buſineſs. And after the Ma- 
ſter has ſhewn them how to contrive 
a Verſe, and exerciſed them ſome Time 
by = of Trial; he may put ſuch 
as he finds beſt qualified for it, and 
have the moſt promiſing Genius that 
Way, _ making now and then 4 
Copy of Verſes, for their own, and their 
School- Fellows Diverſion. But for ſuch 
as prove awkard and untoward at it 
(if their Parents are any Ways to be 


wrought upon). let, them een lay it 


ite aſide, never more to be med- 
led with. They may find a great ma- 
ny Ways of employing their Time to 
much better Purpoſe, than in a Task 
Nature never deſign d them for. The 
Scribbling of paultry, wretched Verſe, 
is no Way for them to improve their 
Parts in. Inſtead of that, the Diffi- 
culty of performing but meanly, and 
the Shame attending it, will be migh- 
ty Diſcouragements, and only Terve to 

| moan give. 
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give them a Diſlike to Learning; 
when they find that made an eſſential 
Part of it, which they perceive Na- 
ture has not qualified them for. 

I am, I muſt own, one of thoſe that 
are very much affected with a good 
Copy of Verſes, or a fine Poem; and 
think my ſelf obliged to ſuch as ſpend 
a few vacant Hours now and then, 
for the Diverſion of the World that 
Way. Yet I am for having Things 
called by their right Names; and there- 
fore cannot bear with it, that what 
is only an ingenious Diverſion, ſhould 
by Cuſtom, and the great Streſs laid 
upon it, be recommended under the 
Notion of a very uſeful, and a very 
laudable Employment. And I pre- 
| fume the ſober and thinking Part of 
Mankind will not condemn me as 

ilty of any great Miſtake, if I think 
uch a Book as Mr. Locke's Eſſay, or 
Mr. Chilling worth's moſt rational De- 
fence of the Proteſtant Cauſe, againſt 
the Church of Rome, preferable to twen- 
ty Iliads and ZEneids put together. 


| I do 
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I do not intend this as any Refle- 
ction upon Homer and Virgil; they 
were Men of fine Parts, and rare Na- 
tural Endowments, But yet when we 
commend and admire thoſe Authors, 
it muſt be as Poets, as Men that have 


been at a great deal of Pains to divert 


Mankind in a noble and ingenious 
Manner; not as tho the World was 
much indebted to them, for any great 
Advantages to be reaped from what 
they have. left behind them. And I 
do not know but it might be a very 
good Exchange, were it poſſible, to 
purchaſe the loſt Books of Livy, or a- 
ny other of the noble Hiſtorians of 
Antiquity, which Time has robbed us 
of, at the Expence of all the fine 
Thoughts of thole two celebrated 
Poets. For notwithſtanding all that 
has been ſaid by ſome (to recom- 
mend their Art to the World) in Fa- 
vour of Epick Poetry, I cannot be con- 
vinc'd that is of that wonderful Uſe 
and Advantage to Mankind, they 
would needs have it thought to be. 
Thoſe that have a Mind to be more 
fully 
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fully fatisfy'd upon this Head, may | ha 
conſult if they pleaſe, the firſt Tome ad 
of Monſieur 2 Clerc's Parrhaſiana. 1 
cannot, however, but take Notice in | ©; 
this Place, that Poetry, as it was ma- 
naged fome Time ago amongſt us, | « 
was made ene of the moſt powerful | 
Inſtruments of promoting Immorali 
and Prophaneneſs, that Hell it ſelf | «„ 
could invent. And whether the com- « 
mon Practice of the Schools might not | * j 
contribute to betray Boys of a Genius, | © j 
into that woful Way of ſpending their | © ; 
Time, to the Ruin of themſelves, and | © ; 
the Debauching of others, may per- | i 
haps deſerve the Conſideration of fuch | < r 
as are concernd in the Education of | © z 
Youth. « þ 
Thoſe that have the Patience to | „ 
read this Eſſay, will not, I hope, be | t 

. offended, if I back what has been 
ſaid, by tranſcribing once more for | * 
them, the Thoughts of that excellent | 8 
Gentleman Mr. Locke, upon theſe Ex- | © © 
erciſes of Themes and Verſes ; ſince 
it is likely every one into whoſe 
Hands this Treatiſe may fall, wil on 

nave 
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have the Opportunity of conſulting his 


admirable Book. 


But if, /ays be, after all, his Fate be to 


go to School to get the Latin Tongue, 


« *twill be in vain to talk to you con- 
« cerning the Method I think beſt to 
« be obſerved in Schools, you muſt 
« ſubmit to that you find there, nor 
« expect to have it changed for your 
« Son, but yet by all Means obtain, 
« if you can, that he be not employ'd 
« in making Latin Themes and Decla- 
« nationt, and leaſt of all, Verſes ot 


| © any kind. You may inſiſt on it, it 


« jt will do any Good, that you have 
no Deſign to make him either a La- 
« tin Orator or Poet, but barely would 
« have him underſtand perſectly a La- 
« tin Author; and that you obferve, 
« thoſe who teach any of the modern 
Languages, and that with Succeſs, 
« never amule their Scholars to make 
Speeches or Verſes either in French 
« or Italian, their Buſineſs being Lan- 
< guage barely, and not Invention. 
«© But to tell you a little more ful- 
* ly why I would not have him exer- 
C ciſed 
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ce ciſed in making of Themes and Per. ” 
& ſes, 1. As to Themes, 2 have, I 
c confeſs, the Pretence of ſomething 


« uſeful, which is to teach People to | © 
« ſpeak handſomely and well on any | *© 
ec Subject; which, if it could be at- 5 


« tained this Way, I own, would 
cc be a great Advantage, there being 

« nothing more becoming a Gentle- Je 
« man, nor more uſeful in all the Oc- 
& currences of Life, than to be able, 
« on any Occaſion, to ſpeak well, and 
© to the Purpoſe. But this I ſay, that 
ce that the making of Themes, as is u- 
c ſual in Schools, helps not one Jot 
« towards it: For do but conſider 
« what 'tis, in making a Theme, that 
c a young Lad is employ'd about; 
ce "tis to make a Speech on ſome L- 
ce tin Saying; as, Omnia vincit amo, 
«© or Non licet in Bello bis peccare, &. 
And here the poor Lad, who wants 
© Knowledge of thoſe Things he is to 
ce ſpeak of, which is to be had onl) 
8 form Time and Obſervation, m 
« ſet his Invention on the Rack to fay 


© ſomerhing where he knows nothing; | 
| F which | 


LA) 
rr 


cc 
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« which is a Sort of Egyptian Tyran- 
ny, to bid them make Bricks who 
cc have not yet any of the Materials. 
« And therefore it is uſual, in ſuch - 
« Caſes, for the 


cc 
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r Children- to go 
to thoſe of higher Forms with this 
Petition, Pray give me alittle Senſe; 
which, whether it be more reaſon- 
able, or more ridiculous, is not ea- 
ſy to determine. Before a Man can 
be in any Capacity to ſpeak on any 
Subject, tis neceſſary he be ac- 
quainted with it; or elſe it's as 
fooliſh to ſet him to Diſcourſe of 
it, as to ſet a blind Man to talk of 
Colours, or a deaf Man of Muſick. 
And would you not think him a 
little crack'd, who would require 
another to make an Argument on 'a 
Moot Point, who underſtands no- 
thing of our Laws? And what, I 
pray, do School-Boys underſtand 
concerning thoſe Matters, which 
are uſed to be propoſed to them in 
their Themes, as Subjects to Diſ- 
courſe on, to whet and exerciſe 
their Fancies? | 

| D * in 
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In the next Place, conſider the 
« Language that their Themes are 
« made in: Tis Latin, a Language 


e foreign in their Country, and long 


& ſince dead every where: A Lan- 
«c guage which your Son, 'tis a thou- 
ce to one, {ſhall never have an 
“ Occaſion once to make a Speech in, 
cc as long as he lives, after he comes 


«to be a Man; and a Language 


« wherein the Manner of expreſling 
« one's ſelf is ſo far different from 
« ours, that, to be perfe& in that, 
cc would very little improve the Pu- 
ce rity and Facility of his Engliſh Stile. 


& «& Belides that, there is now ſo little 


« Room, or Ule, for ſet Speeches in 
cc our own Language, in any Part of 
c our Engliſþ Buſineſs, that I can ſee 


ce no Pretence for this Sort of Exerciſe | 


ce in our Schools; unleſs it can be ſup- 
ſed, that the making of ſet Latin 


cc 
« Speeches ſhould be the Way to | 


ce teach Men to ſpeak well in Engliſh 


« ſhould be propos'd to young Gen- 
F « tlemen 


The Way to that I ſhould 
cc think rather to be this: That there 


“ either thoſe who have accuſtom 


© ſpeak exte: 
«Cc 4 


EDUCATION. 75 
« tlemen rational and uſeful Queſti- 
s ons, ſuited to their Age and Capa- 
cities, and on Subjects not wholly 


| unknown to them, nor out of their 
Way: Such as theſe, when they 


“ are ripe for Exerciſes of this Na- 
« ture, they ſhould extempore, or af- 
© ter a vir Meditation upon = 
< Spot to, without penning o 
< any Thing. For | ask, F we will 
© examine the Effects of this Way of 


< Learning to ſpeak well, who ſpeak 


« beſt in any Buſmeſs, when Occaſion 
« calls them to it upon any Debate 


« themſelves to compoſe and write 
« down before-hand, what they would 
* ſay; or thoſe, who thinking only on 
the Matter, to underſtand that as well 


t as they can, uſe themſelves 2 


npore? And he that 

judge by this, will be little apt ts 
* think, That the accuſtoming him to 
* ſtudied Speeches and ſet Compoſiti- 
* ons, is the Way to fit a young Gen- 
* tleman for B 8. 


D 2 « But 
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( 


cc 


= 


<« But perhaps we ſhall be told, tis 
to improve and perfect them in the 
Latin Tongue. Tis true, that is 
their proper Buſineſs at School ; but 
the making of Themes is not the 
Way to it: That perplexes their 
Brains about Invention of Things to 
be ſaid, not about the Signification 
of Words to be learn'd ; and when 
they are making a Theme, tis 
Thoughts they ſearch and ſweat for, 
and not Language. But the Learn-. 
ing and Maſtery of a Tongue being 
uneaſy and unpleaſant enough in it 
ſelf, thould not be cumber'd with 
any other Difficulties, as is done in 


this Way of proceeding. In fine, 


If Boys Invention be to be quicken'd 
by ſuch Exerciſe, let them make 
Themes in Exghſh, where they have 
Facility, and a Command of Words, 
and will better ſee what kind of 
Thoughts they have, when put in- 
to their own Language : And if the 
Latin Tongue be to be learned, let 
it be done the eaſieſt Way, without 
the toiling and diſguſting the Mind 


+ 


« by : 


oC 
cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


( 
cc 
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by ſo uneaſy an Imployment as that 
of making Speeches join to it. 

« If thele may be any Reaſons 
againſt Childrens making Latin 
Themes at School, I have much 
more to ſay, and of more Weight, 
againſt their making Verſes; Verſes 
of any Sort: For if he has no Geni- 
1 to Poetry, tis the moſt unreaſon- 
able Thing in the World to tor- 
ment a Child, and waſte his Time 
about that which can never ſuc- 
ceed; and if he have a Poetick 
Vein, tis to me the ſtrangeſt Thin 


© in the World that the Father ſhoul 


defire or ſuffer it to be cheriſhed or 
improved. Methinks the Parents 
ſhould labour to have it ſtifled and 
1 as much as may be; and 
I know not what Reaſon a Father 
can have to wiſh his Son a Poet, 
who does not deſire to have him 
bid Defiance to all other Callings 
and Buſineſs : Which is not yet the 


worſt of the Caſe; for if he proves 


a ſucceſsful Rhymer, and get once 
the Reputation of a Wit, I deſire it 
D 3 3 
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« may be conſidered what Company 
« and Places he is like to ſpend his 
« Time in; nay, and Eſtate too: For 
ce it is very ſeldom ſeen, that any one 
« diſcovers Mines of Gold or Silver 
« in Parnaſſus. Tis a pleaſant Air, 
c“ but a barren Soil; and there are ve- 
ry few Inſtances of thoſe who have 
c added to their Patrimony by any 
«© Thing they have reaped from thence, 
<« Poetry and Gaming, which uſually 
« go together, are alike in this too, 
That they ſeldom bring any Advan- 
« tage but to thoſe who have nothing 
« elfe to live on. Men of Eſtates al 
« moſt conſtantly go away Loſers; 
« and 'tis well if they elcape at a 
«& cheaper Rate than their whole E- 
„“ ſtates, or the greateſt Part of them. 
c If therefore you would not have 
ce your Son the Fiddle to every jovi- 
« al Company, without whom the 
« Sparks could not reliſh their Wine, 


cc nor know how to paſs an Afternoon 


cc idlely: If you would not have him 
ce to waſte his Time and Eſtate to di- 


<« vert others, and contemn the dirty 
| 5 K 
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« Acres leſt him by his Anceſtors, I 
« do not think you will much Care 
« he ſhould be a Poet, or that his 
« School-maſter ſhould enter him in 
« verſifying. But yet, if any one will 
« think Poetry a deſireable Quality in 
« his Son, and that the Study of it 
« would raiſe his Fancy and Parts, he 
«* muſt needs yet confeſs, that to 
that End reading the excellent Greek 
« and Roman Poets, is of more Uſe 
« than making bad Verſes of his own, 
« ina Language that is not his own. 
4 And he, whoſe Deſign it is to excel 
« in Engliſh Poetry, would not, I 
« gueſs, think the "I to it were 
« to make his firſt Eſſays in Latin 
“ Verſes. 

VIII. The eighth and laſt Charge 
againſt the vulgar Method of T 
ing, is the putting Boys upon Greek 
Exerciſe, as is frequently done in our 
Schools; but to what Purpoſe, I muſt 
own, I am not able to comprehend ; 
unleſs it be to miſpend their Time, in 


What is never like to be of any Man- 


ner of Uſe to them. For what ſort 
D4 of 
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of Buſineſs, or what kind of Com- 
pany is it, I wonder, that can ever 
make the Writing or Speaking of 
Greek, neceſſary? Who ever writes 
Greek, unleſs a whimſical Fellow to 
ſhew his Learning ſometimes in a 
Copy of Verſes? Which, I ſuppoſe, 
the World was never yet the better 
for, nor ever will. And whether this 
be the moſt likely Way to the Reputa- 
tion of ſomething more than ordinary 
amoneſt the Men of Letters, or to ex- 
poſe the Pride and Vanity of a Man's 
Heart, to ſuch as have the Senſe to 
diſtinguiſh betwixt ſolid, uſeful Know- 
ledge, and a fantaſtical Kind of Learn- 
ing, of no manner of Uſe to Mankind, 
I leave to the Conſideration of ſuch as 
have an Itch to be ſhewing their Parts 
that Way. For. ſince Latin is by com- 
mon Conſent become the Language of 
the learned World, and no more than 
one is, or can be neceſſary, to keep up 
a free Commerce and Intercourſe be- 
twixt the Men of Letters in the ſeveral 


Parts of it; I ſhould be very glad to 


de informed, how the Writing or Speak- 


ing 
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ing of Greek can be any ways uleful. 
To their Improvement in the Lan- 
guage, you'll ſay perhaps. But if the 
Neceſſity of their ſtudying that Lan- 
guage, be only in order to underſtand 
the uſeful Books the ancient Greeks 
have left behind them, will not Read- 
ing do that more effectually than Wri- 
ting? Since for. a Page that any one 
ſhall write, he may read ten or twen- 
ty in an Author, which will contribute 
vaſtly more to his Improvement in the 
Language, than the Scribbling of ſor- 


ry barbarous Creek of his own. For 


after all; the Attaining to a juſt and 
proper Manner of Expreſſion requires 


more Time and Practice than any Ma- 


ſter can, or will be willing to allow 
of. And whether it be reaſonable a 
Boy ſhould be obliged to ſpend any 
Part of his precious Time, to the hin- 
dering his Progreſs in Matters of the 
greateſt Uſe and Importance to him, 
to expreſs himſelf very fooliſhly and ri- 
diculouſly in Greek, I leave to the im- 


partial Conſideration of all ſuch as are 
intruſted with the Care and Education 


— 
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of Youth. All the Time Boys have to 

1 at School, is little enough ſor 
ä attaining of but a tolerable Latin 
Style, and I doubt the/Number is but 
very ſmall of thoſe that do arrive to it, 
What therefore can be the Meaning of 
thoſe Gentlemen that will needs pre- 
tend to make Boys Maſters of a Greek 
Style as well as the Latin? Iam afraid 
it is a Sign-they themſelves muſt be 


1gnorant in both; or they would hard-: 


ly attempt a thing ſo impoſſible to be 
attain'd. The Greek is a Language more 
copious than the Latin, and the Idiom 
as different from that of our own Lan- 


attain d as that of the Latin Tongue, 
Now let but any one conſider how 
much Time is ſpent upon the lattef 
only, and moſt commonly to very lit- 
tle Purpoſe; and then judge whether 
it be feaſible to make Boys any tolera- 
ble Maſters in the Idiom of both Lan- 

es. It is therefore ſufficient to 
bring Boys to the reading of an eaſy 


Author in Greek; that is all that can be 


— —_ — 


ge, and therefore as difficult at leaſt to 


one for them at School, with reſpe& | 
to 
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to that Language; to pretend to make 
them write it, when they have not 
time ſo much as to attain to a familiar 
Reading of it, is a vain ridiculous At- 
tempt, and utterly impracticable; or 
if it was not, is wholly uſeleſs, would 
devour their Time to no ſe, and 
- is by no Means to be allow'd 
of. 

Having thus demoliſhed an ugly old 
Building, thrown away the Rubbiſh, 
and cleared the Ground, we ſhall now 
proceed to the erecting of one more 
regular, beautiſul, and convenient. 


The firſt thing a Boy is to be inſtru- 
cted in at a Grammar School, is the 
Declenſion of 'Nouns ; and here I would 
propoſe to the Reader's Conſideration, 
whether it would not very much faci- 
litate the Learning of the Declenſions, 


to lay aſide the Article, and alter the 


Order of the Caſes, leaving out the 
Vocative, as being the ſame with the 
Nominative in all Latin Nouns, ' ex- 
cepting thoſe ending in rs of the Se- 
cond Declenſion ; For Example. —_ 

ing. 
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1 Nom. Muſa. * Nom 

a” _ 5 Muſam. 5 0 — 

Sing. Gen. Muſæ wy. 4 
Dat. 3) Dat. 0 
Abl. Muſa. (Ai. 8 M 


- The Article, il plain, is of no man- 
ner of Uſe for the Declining of Nowns : 
but renders the Task of getting the 
Declenſions much more difficult and te- 
dious. And thus by altering the Order 
of the Caſes, ſuch as are alike are cou- 
pled together; which is a great Help 
to the Memory. 

Atter a Boy is pretty perfect in the 
Examples of his Declenſzons, he muſt 
proceed to the Verbs, and get the Ex- 
5 of the four Conjugat ions in the 
Active and Paſſrve Voice, perfectly 
- without Book. I think it would be 
beſt for him, to commit the Latin 
alone to Memory at firſt, without ta- 


king 
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king any Notice of the Exgliſb of the 
ſeveral Perſons, Singular and Plural, in 
each Tenſe. When he can ſay the La- 
tin well by it ſelf, he may go over the 
Indicative and Imperative with the Eng- 


li. As for the Subjunfive or Opta- 


tive Mood, it may ſuffice to tell him, 
that the May is uſually the Sign of the- 
Preſent; as Might, Would, Should, are 
of the Preter- CR Tenſe. When 
he can form a Verb, and 74 rea- 
dily find any Perſon you call for in any 
Tenſe, it will be Time to acquaint him 
with the Signs of the Tenſes, both AÆtiube 
and Paſſive with the Engliſh Perſons, I 
Thou, He, We, Ye, They, and the Uſe 
that is to be made of them. For that 


; Purpoſe, let him be exerciſed every 


Day, in turning the Latin Perſons, 
pick'd here and there, as the Maſter 
pleaſes, into Engliſh ; till ſuch Time 
as he can readily turn any Latin Perſon 
of his Verb you ſhall propoſe to him, 
into its on Engliſh. This will ve- 
ch cilitate his Conſtruing of 
tin, when he is put to it. Whilſt 
this is a-doing, the Maſter muſt * 
ciſe 
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ciſe him now and then in the Declining - 


of Nouns, that he may not forget any 
thing of what he has already got thro, 
making him put the ſeveral Caſes into 
14 with their proper Sigur; which 
will likewiſe be of Uſe to him in the 
Conſtruing of Latin. | 
I bave already declared my ſelf 
againſt putting any more Grammar up- 
on Boys, till they begin to read the ea- 
fier Claſſicks pretty well; and having 
iven my Reaſons for it, I ſhall there- 
re now proceed, in the firſt Place, to 


inform the Reader, what Authors I 


judge moſt proper for Boys to read, 


and in what Order; and then ſay 


ſomething of Exerciſe, &c. 5 


The Book Boys begin with in many 


Schools is Sententiæ Pueriles; but it 
may very jolly be queſtioned, whether 
a Book, conſiſting wholly of a Parcel 
of dry, moral Sayings, be altogether 


ſo convenient for the Uſe of Children, 
as old Men. Upon which Account, I 


think, it might more properly be cal- 
led Sentemtie Seniles, than Pueriles, as 
being better ſuited to the Reading of 


ole - 
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thoſe of that Age, than young Boys, 
who have no Apprehenſions, or Reliſh 
for ſuch kind of things. The Matter 


of Cordery's Colloquies is ſuch kind of 
Tittle Tattle for the moſt Part, as 
paſſes betwixt Boys, and. therefore 
finds a more ealy Entrance into 
their Minds, and is therefore moſt 
proper for them to begin with. The 
ik Authors are, I think, all too 
difficult for them. We want indeed 
an Introduction to the Claſſicks. For 
tho' Cordery, AEſop, and Eraſmus, are 
Books proper enough for them to read, 
in Order to bring them acquainted with 
the moſt common Words of the Lan- 
guage ; yet perhaps ſomething further 
would be convenient to prepare them 
more effectually for the Reading of the 
Claſfick Aut hort. For all the Parts of 
their Buſineſs ſhould be fo contrived, 


that one might be an Inlet or In- 


troduction to another, and the 
Boys proceed all along by inſenſi- 
ble Steps of Difference, from what is 
more eaſy, to what is more difficult. 
But the Subje& Matter of Cordery, K. 


ſop, 


ſop, and Eraſmus, has fo very little Af- 
finity with a of the laffick Authors 
that are to follow them, that is, the 
Hiſtorians, that they do not prepare 
them ſo well as might be wiſhed for 
the Reading of them. They come to 
them Strangers to the moſt trite and 
common Words and Phraſes in them. 
I could wiſh therefore we had ſome 
Piece of uſeful Hiſtory compiled in a 
plain, eaſy, Latin Style, with the 
Words placed in their natural Order, 
that is, the ſame they have in the Eng- 
liſh Tongue, with a Tranſlation as lite- 


ral as poſſible. Till ſuch a Help can be 
had, about a Hundred of Cordery's Col- 


loquies, as many of Æſcp's Fables, and 
fix or eight of the moſt comical, diver- 
ting Dialogues in ogg 19k I think th 


ſhould read before they meddle with 
a Claffick Author. When they come 


to Æſp's Fables, they may make Uſe 
of the Edition with the interlineary 
Verſion, commonly called Mr. Locke's. 
Hool, as I have taken Notice above, 


is not literal enough; he poor Man 


having, by an unaccountable Blunder, 


quitted 
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quitted the Letter of the Latin very 
frequently; and by ſo doing, render d 
his Tranſlations in a great Meaſure 
uſeleſs. | 
When they have done with Eraſ- 
mw, it will be Time to enter them in 
the Clafficks. And here Care muſt be 
taken to begin with the eaſieſt fiſt. 
I know none plainer than Czſar's Com- 
mentariers. The Style of them is as 
natural and eaſy, as any Thing in 
good Latin .can well be, without 
Dreſs, or Aﬀectation, rhetorical Flou- 
riſhes, or ſtudied Turns to diſguiſe 
the Senſe. They are Nudi, and Ve- 
nuſti, as Tully ſays. And I the rather 
pitch upon this Author to begin with, 
becauſe the Subject Matter is not only 
very pleaſant and entertaining, but the 
Language has the leaſt Variety in it 
that is to be met with in any Book 
whatever: The Actions being all a- 
long of the ſame Nature, Battles, Sie- 
ges, Marches, occaſion the Uſe of 
the ſame Words and Phraſes over and 
over again, more frequently than they 
occur in any other Author. So * 
5 tae 
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the reading of the Seven Books of the 
Gallick War, gives them a greater In- 
ſight into the Hiſtorian's Dialect, than 
the reading of twice as much ina 
other Book, The only Authors I can 
think of. as moſt likely to put in a- 
gainſt Ceſar, are Juſtin and Corndlius Ne- 
par; but tho they are indeed eaſy Au- 
thors, yet they are more Figurative 
than Ceſar, and by Conſequence not 
ſo plain; and have much more Varie- 
| = the Matter and Language of 
them; and therefore, I think, not ſo 
convenient, or proper to begin with.. 
It will not be amiſs, upon their en- 
tering this Author, to give them a ſuc- 
cint Account of the Roman Affairs, 
from the Building of the City, to Cz- 
far's Time. This you may repeat to 
them the three or four firſt Leſſons, 
and now and then upon Occaſion af- 
terwards, to make them ſtick by 
them. 
And now, I think, is the Time for 
entering them in „ oh Which 
is fo pleaſant and uſeful a Piece of 


Learning, and withal ſo neceſſary for 
| a 
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a Scholar, that I cannot but wonder 
it ſhould be ſo little regarded as it is; 
eſpecially ſince Boys will learn it with 
a great deal of Eaſe and Pleaſure : 


| For the Sight of a Map is as enter- 


taining to them as a Picture; that you 
need not queſtion but to find them as 
forward and teachable. as you pleaſe; 
and it will be the Maſter's Fault only, 
if they are not confiderable Profici- 
ents, both in Ancient and Modern Gco- 
grathy, before they leave School: It's 
o very engaging, they will be glad to 
ſpend the Time they have to ſpare 
from their other Buſineſs, in the 


School, and which would elſe be loſt 


that Way: And will attain it with 
little or no Trouble to the Maſter, 
beſides that of inſtructing them a little 
at firſt. Let them begin with a Gene- 
ral Map of the World; and after they 
have learnt from thence the Know- 
ledge of the Circles, Zones, Longitude, 
Latitude, and other Things of that 
Nature, with the Situation and Boun- 
daries of the four Quarters, -together 


with that of the particular Kingdoms 


and 
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and Countries they contain, the moſt 


noted Bays, Rivers, Mountains, (5c. 
they may be brought acquainted with 
the old Maps, and conſtantly uſe them 
in the Reading of the Claſſhcks. This 
will make their Buſineſs much more 
eaſy and delightful, by giving them a 
far clearer Comprehenſion of what the 

read, when they are acquainted wit 

the Situation of the Places they find 
mentioned in their Authors. Without 
this, the Names of Places will be no 
better than ſo many hard Words, that 
carry more of Amuſement than In- 


ſtruction along with them: Whereas 


Geography does not only render their 
Authors more pleaſant, becauſe more 
intelligible ; but will be found a great 
Help to the Memory, and a Means to 
faſten what they read more firmly there. 

The' only Maps to be uſed with 
their Claſſicks, are thoſe of the moſt ac- 
curate Cellarius, in that complete Body 
of old Geography he has oblig'd the 
learn'd World with, under the Title 


of Notitia Orbis Antiqui in two Vol. in 
O1arto, But this I fear will be thought 


too 
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too chargeable for every Boy to go to 
the Price of; and therefore I could 
wiſh that any one would do the pub- 
lick that deſireable Piece of Service, 


as to publiſh a Compendium of old 
and new Geography together, with 
Cellarius's Maps for the old, and Sau- 
ſan s, or any other that ſhall be thought 
more exact, in half Sheets, to ſuit 
thoſe of Cellarius; ſo as the corre- 
ſponding old and new Maps may be 
placed together, facing one angther ; 
to repreſent to the Eye in one View, 
the eld and new Geography of each 
Country together, I, am ſure our 
Schools would have Reaſon to return 
their publick Acknowledgments to a- 
al one, that would be at the Pains to 
oblige them in this Matter, For my 
Part, I would not only ſubſcribe my -. - 
ſelf to ſuch an Undertaking, but give 
all the little Encouragement in m 


Power to ſo and uſeful a Work. 
When Cæſar begins to grow ealy, 
and you find they generally under- 


| ſtand him pretty well, without the 
Help of their Tranſlation; you may 
DON 3 enter 
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enter them in Juſtin, and make them 
read the firſt Books as far as the Death 
of Alexander the Great ; in which the 
Author gives an Account of the Af. 
fairs of the Aſſyrians, Perſiam and Greeks, 
And here, becauſe the Matter is well 
worth the Remembring, you may let 
them read every Book twice or 
over: And for the better fixing thoſe 
Things in their Memory, I could wiſh 
we had ſome Chr ical Tables pub- 
liſh'd, comprizing only what is moſt 
remarkable in the Hiſtory of the 4 
rians, Perfians, Jetut, Greeks and 
mans, with the Years before G1 
and ſuch other Epochs as ſhall be 


thought 
I would recommuid 


— Nepss 
as moſt proper to be made uſe of in 
the next Place. The Reading this 
Author will bring to Mind ſeveral 
Things in Juſtin: And enlarge ther 
Acquaintance with the Hiftory of 
Greece. 

Aſter him, let them proceed to the 
Roman Hiſtory, beginning with Emutropi- 
ur, which muſt be follow d by 1 


4 
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Theſe three Authors they muſt read 


eptirely through. Which, with Tranſla- 
tions as literal as can conveniently be 


made, they will do in leſs Time than 


is uſually ſpent u poor miſerable 
Scraps of them to little or no 
As 


e. 
things they will meet with in the 
Hiſtory of Greece and Rome are not 


equally remarkable; for Matters of 


leſſer Moment, once or twice Read- 
ing may ſuffice : But the more impor- 


tant Tranſactions and memorable Oc- 
currences muſt be inculeated upon 


them by a reiterated and frequent Per- 
uſal of 3 Such, for Inſtance, as 
the Life of Cyrus, the Founder of the 
Perfian Monarchy ; Xerxes's Expediti- | 
on into Grcece,; the. great Actions 
Epaminondas ; Philip of Macedon - 
Alexander the Great ; the Building of 

Rome, the Expulſion of the Tarquins ; 
the Inſtitution of the Decemwiri, and 
the Tribes of the Commons ; the Burn- 
ing of Rome by the Gault; the Cartha- 


ginian and Civil Wars, c. 


After they have read Florus over, 
it may be convenient to enter them in 
Terente ; 


5 them in the Poets, beginning with O- 
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Terence; an Author whoſe Style is of 
a different Complexion from the for- 
mer; occaſion d by the different Na- 
ture of the Subjects he treats upon. 
His Language being very pure, and 
juſt ſuch as was ſpoke by Perſons of 
the beſt Quality in Rome, in Matters 
of common Converſation, will be of 
great Uſe to them in the writing of | 
Dialogues, and ſpeaking Latin. But 
"Whilſt they read this Author, the Ma: 
ſter muſt take Care they do not fot- 
get what they have already learnt, of 
the Greek and Koman Hiſtory, by ma- 
king them now and then read over 
the moſt important Paſlages, in the 
Authors they _ got bo 4 and 
. perule their Chronological Tables; in 
which he muſt likewiſe examine them 
now and then, to ſee what Proof 
they make. I would have Boys helpd 
through all the above-mention'd Au- 
thors with Tranſlations 5 
When they have read Terence well 
twice over, it may be Time to enter 


vids Metamorphoſes, not only as the 
3 n * Age 
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eaſieſt, but likewiſe an Introduction 
to the reſt, by giving an Account of 


thoſe Fictions and Fables ſo often allu- 


ded to, and hmted at by them. It 
will perhaps be thought too tedious 
to-read the Whole; but the ſix or ſe- 


ven firſt Books, with the moſt remark- 
able Stories, in the Following, they 


ſhould, I think, go twice over. 

Aſter they have done with Ovid, 
they may proceed to the Greek Gram- 
mar, and keep to that only, till they 


have maſter d their Nouns and Verbs: - * 


The Smtax they need not meddle 
with, that being neceflary only in a 
Language we learn, in Order to make 
uſe of in Writing or Speaking. After 
they are pretty perfect in their Nowns 
and Verbs, they muſt be enter d in the 
Greek Teſtament, and kept to that on- 
ly, till it begins to grow ſomething 


.ealy to them; then they may proceed 


to Virgil, reading that and the Greek 
Teſtament by Turns, and fo continue 
to read one Greek, and one Latin Au- 
thor alternately. The Eclogues and 


Eneid, together * Horace and Ju- 


venal, 
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venal, (beſides Ovid akeady mentio- g 


ned) they ſhould, I think, read more n 
than once entirely through; and will c 
be as much Latin Poetry as they have P 


Occaſion or Time for at School. Whilſt b 
they are reading the Greek Tongue and I 
the Latin Poets together, they may 1 
read every Day, or every other Day, * 
'a Leſſon in ſome Latin Proſe Author, 1 
or rather ſome good Tranſlation of e: 
them, according to what has been fi 
above adviſed in the former Part of | 
this Treatiſe. Curtius, Saluſt, and Sue- 
tonius, will perhaps be as much as they 
will have Time to -read this Way at 4x 
School. The two latter Authors will B 
inform them more particularly in ſome t 
of the moſt material and memorable 
Occurrences of the Roman Hiſtory. 
When Boys have read the. Croſpe 
and Act; in Greek, (for I do not think 
it neceſſary they ſhould go over the 
Epiſtle too) they may proceed to He- 
rodian, and after they have read him e 
over, go on in Zoſimus, for their fur- 
ther Improvement in the Hiſtory of the 
- Romans, As for Poets in this Lan- 
guage, 


; 2 
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will be Greek enough for chem at 
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guage, Homer ought to lead the Van; 
not only as the moſt ancient and ne- 
ceſſary for the underſtanding of the 
Poets, Hiſtorians, and other Authors in 
both Languages; who frequently al- 
lude to him; but as the moſt eaſy too. 
Ten or twelve Books in-his Thad, well 
read twice over, will enable them to 
read that Author almoſt every where 
extempore. After him may follow He- 
fiod and Theocritus, which, I think, 


School. 


Having thus laid before the Reader 
what Authors I judge moſt proper for 


Boys to read at School, together with 
the Order in which they are to be | 


J proceed now to ſay ſomething of 


bes toys ene Ong, Kate 
en Boys enter „ it | 
froper to make them write, your A 
without Book, a few Lines of it every 
Night, by way of Exerciſe, rendering 
each Word with Exgliſb, after the Man- 
ner of Hool's'Conſtruing Book to the 
Grammar. The ſame Method may be 
taken with them in the other Authors - 
E 2 that + 
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that are to follow Cordery, till they are 
fit to be entered in ſome Book of Eng- 
liſh Examples to their Sntax. 

When Boys begin to read Ceſar, 
indifferently well, it will be time to 
put them to the Syntax, by inſtructing 
them firſt in the Agreement betwixt 
the Nominative Caſe and Verb, * 
Notice of that Concord and nothing 


of Syntax, in their Leſſons, till they 


have maſter'd it throughly, and can 
readily. turn any Eneliſh of that Sort 
into Latin. When that's done, the 
next Step. is to teach them the Diffe- 
rence betwixt a Newter and a Tranſi- 
tive Verb, with the og pi; of ne 
Ktter ; taking Notice for that P 
of the Accuſatives in their Lals, tha 
depend upon a Verb Tranſitive, and 
meddling with nothing elſe, except 
now and then an Example of the firſt 
Concord, leſt they ſhould forget it. 
When they can readily tranſlate any 
_ Engliſh of theſe two Rules together, 
they may be taught the Government 
of the Prepoſitions, and after that the 
ſecond Concord, for which latter . 
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muſt be prepared by being taught the 
Genders of Nouns, When they have 
made this Progreſs, I think it will be 
Time to put ſome Book of Engliſh 
Examples into their Hands, for redu- 


cing the Rules of Stax to Practice. 


Nor will it be fufficient to exerciſe 
them that Way, according to the uſu- 
al Cuſtom, at Nights only; they'll be 
a tedious While of Maſtering the Hu- 
tax at that Rate, and forget one Rule 
while they are learning another. The 
Matter muſt be puſhed Home upon. 
them, by laying aſide the Reading 
Authors in a 
room for the Reading their Boot of 
Examples. This their whole Time 
muſt be employed upon, till they have 
thoroughly maſter'd it: Only they may 
now and then, once every other Day, 
or ſo, look back into the Authors they 
are got through, and read over again 
the moſt remarkable Paſſages in them. 
If the Reader pleaſes to conſult the 
Preface to my Introduction to the Making 
of Latin, he will there find ſome Di- 
rections for the oe of ſuch a Book ; 
| 3 to 


great Meaſure, to make. 
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to which I ſhall add, that perhaps it is 
not ſo convenient for all the Boys in a 
Form to make the ſame Eugliſo But 
let them follow one another, one ma- 
king that which his Fellow made the 
Night before. And that they may all 
equally ſhare the Advantage 
ing the Maſter's Corrections, before 


of hear- 


| an 


they come to tranſlate the Exgliſb into 
Latin, let him that leads one Week be 
44 = ay in a Seat of fix 
Boys, rings 
the friſt Week, 
ecerxtiſes of the 


up the Rear after 
will make all the Ex- 
ing Week over 
again; and by that Means near ſive 
ſeveral Tranſlations of the Engliſh cor- 
rt cted | elides his own, before he comes 
to it a ſecond Time. The fifth Boy 
will hear four, the fourth Boy 
the third Boy two, and the ſecond Boy 
making him that goes 
firſt one while, follow another (unleſs * 
eat Inequality of Parts make 
ary to do otherwiſe) they will 
ſharing the Ad- 


One. And 


all have fair Play, 
vantage of this Method of Proceeding 
equally amongſt them. If the Fo 
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be too numerous, for the Maſter con- 
veniently to examine ſo many ſeveral 
Exerciſes, he may divide it into Parts, 
making two, or more Boys, according 
to the Bigneſs of the Claſs, perform the 
ſame Exerciſe. | 

The Making of Latin is to Boys the 
moſt difficult Part of their Buſineſs; 


and therefore great Allowances muſt be 


made for weak- and-tender Minds, not 
capable of that Attention and Labour of 
Thought required in the Matter, for 
the Conſideration. of ſo -many ſeveral 
Things at once. The right Manage- 
ment of Children, and the carrying it 
in.a due Mean betwixt a rigorous Se- 
verity, on the one Side, and too lack 
a Hand, one the other, is a nice Point. 
It is hard to diſtinguiſh betwixt fuch 
Faults in their Latin, as are to be im- 


. to a blameable Neglect, or wil- 
1 


| Careleſsneſs on the one Hand, or 


the natural Weakneſs and Unſteadineſs 


of their Minds, on the other, that it 


will require a good Share of Prudence 
in the Maſter to do it to any tolerable 
Degree. He muſt be content to cor- 
E 4 rect 
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much as chiding them for them; for 


you'll ſay, it is to be feared that Boys 
eager of their Game will take the Ad- 
vantage of the Maſter's Eaſineſs, and 
put him off with any thing. This is 
indeed to be feared; and here lyes the 
Difficulty; for which it is ſo hard to 
reſcribe Rules, that the Matter muſt 
left to the Maſter's Diſcretion: On- 

ly 1 would caution him againſt leaning 
too much on the Side of Severity, as 
I doubt is too commonly done. It's 
hard indeed to conceive it poſlible for 


Boys to commit ſo many Overſights as 


they uſually do, againſt Rules they 
know very well, and have for a long 
Time made uſe of, without being ve- 
ry careleſs, and upon that Account 
juſtly liable to Puniſhment; and yet 
it's plain ſuch Slips will ſcape them, 
tho' they underſtand their Rules 2 
fectly well; and that in ſpite o a 
| the 


rect a great many Miſtakes in their 
Exerciſe, without Whipping, or ſo. 


thoſe are never to be made uſe ot, but 
for the Amending of ſome viſible and 
notorious Fault in them. But then 
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the Chiding and M hipping that can be 


uſed. This in the Main therefore is 


not to be imputed to Want of Care in 
them; for it's certain, there is nothing 
made of Fleſh and Blood could under- 
go ſuch a Diſcipline, as I fear Boys do- 
in many Places, for a Fault that was 


eaſily mended. The Maſter may take 


it for granted they cannot help far the 
greateſt Part of the Blunders they com- 


mit. They cannot reflect upon all the 


Variety of Rules they have Occaſion 
for, without Confuſion; and it's in 
vain to expect it from them, till long 
Practice has opened and enlarged their 
Minds, and ſettled in them a Habit of 
transferring their Thoughts with Eaſe 
and Quickneſs, to ſo many various 
Conſiderations as are ne in the 

Writing of Latin. | 
I know there are ſome People in the 
World altogether againſt the Learning 
of Languages by. Grammar; and Mr. 
Lccke in his Thoughts of Education, ad- 
viſes the Learning of Latin by Uſe 
only, without the Perplexity of Rules: 
But J could never yet ſee any great 
E 5 Rear 
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Reaſon to be of his Opinion. Not that 
in a private Education, where a young 
Gentleman has a Tutor that is a good 
Maſter of the Language, and ſpeaks 
it well, he would not more readily 
attain the Uſe of the Latin Tongue 
that Way, than if he was toproceed in 
the common Method of the Schools : 
Yet I believe he would do it much 


ſooner, if with conſtant Uſe, he had 


the Aſſiſtance of ſome plain and eaſy 
Rules, and was made to proceed me- 
thodically, from ſuch as are moſt eaſy, 
and of moſt general Uſe, reducing 
them to Practice, by the Tranſlation 
of proper Engliſh, given him for that 
e. The Romans, it's true, learnt 
the Latin by Uſe alone (as all the 
World beſides do their Mother To 
nor could it poſſibly be otherwiſe; 
fince it was not only the firſt Language 
they learnt, but learnt likewiſe at an 
= when they were utterly uncapable 
of underſtanding Rules, if they could 
have been given to fuch as underſtand 
no Language at all; which, I ſuppoſe, 
is not very practicable. But the Caſe, 


it's 


ngue) 
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it's viſible, is quite different, where the 
Learner is- capable of comprehending 
ſuch Rules, as are laid before him, in 
a Language he is already acquainted 
with: There I ſee no Reaſon why his 
Way may not be rendred more ſmooth 
and eaſy, by the Help of ſome general 
Directions at firſt; which, as he ob- 
ſervesand digeſts, in Writing or Speak- 
ing, are to be followed by others. For 
if we conſider the Matter well, we 
{hall perhaps find Reaſon to think, that 
in the Learning of Languages by Uſe, 
the Mind makes its Way-by the Help 
of Rules, which the frequent Obſerva- 
tion it is unavoidably put upon, na- 
turally ſuggeſts to it; and that there- 
fore all Languages are learnt by Rules 
which the Mind is obliged to make ſor 
it ſelf: And indeed it ſeems to me im- 
poſſible to conceive how any Langua 
can be got otherways. And if this 


ge 
the Caſe, as I imagine it is, it muſt be 
a vaſt Advantage to any Body in the 
Learning of a SN to have plain 


eaſy Rules laid before him in due Me- 
thod, and thereby be eaſed of the 
Trou- 
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Trouble of hammering out Rules for 
himſelf, in a bungling Manner, after 
an Expence of Time and continual Ob- 
ſervation. And I am fit to think, it 
wasonly that abominable Loſs of Time, 
occaſioned by an ill Uſe of an ill-con- 
_ trived Grammar in Latin, that preju- 
diced ſo great a Man as Mr. Locke 
__ the Uſe of any Grammar at 


But ſuppoſing his Method might do- 
well _ for a Gentleman's Son, 
that has a Tutor conſtantly to attend 
him, and talk the Language into him; 
yet this being an Advantage Boys can- 
not have at School, where the Maſter 
is obliged to divide his Time amongſt 
Boysof different Forms, and to adapt his 
Diſcourſes and Inſtructions to their diffe- 
rent Attainments, a Grammar will be 
neceſſary; which ought to be very 
plain, methodical, and compendious. 
For I do not think it neceſſary, or in- 


- deed convenient, to. inſtru Boys in 


all the Niceties and Punctilio's of Gram- 
mar at School: Thoſe are almoſt end- 


leſs ; and he that ſhall go about it, 2 | 
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find but little Time left for other 


things. The moſt ſubſtantial and ne- 
ceſſary things are to be chiefly look d 
after, and taken Care of. And in this 
Caſe, a large and general Acquaintance 
with the Words and Phraſeology ot the 
Latin Tongue, with the Rites and 


Cuſtoms of the old Romans, as neceſ- 


ſary to an eaſy familiar Uſe of the no- 
ble Authors in that Language, is of in- 
finitely more Importance than Gram- 
matical Niceties about things rare and 
uncommon, that muſt go to the ma- 
king of a compleat Grammar. All the 
moſt uſual Ways of expreſſing the Re- 
lations of things to one another in Diſ- 
courſe, Boys ſhould, I think, be in- 
form'd in. But for uncommon Forms 
of Conſtruction, which occur but very 
rarely in the Reading of Authors; and 
are in no wile neceſlary in the Writing 
and Speaking of Latin, I judge it need- 
leſs to charge the Memory of Boys with 
them. It may be ſufficient to take 
Notice of ſuch things to them, as they 
happen to fall in their Leſſons. 


Tho” 
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Tho' Grammar in its utmoſt Extent 
be a large thing, yet it comes far ſhort 


of the other Part of Language, that 


conſiſts in the Signification of Words, 
and Phraſeology. Of the latter a Boy 
can never have too much; in the for- 
mer there are a great many things, 
which are hardly worth the Trouble of 
charging the Memory with. And he 
that ſhall go about to make a Boy a 
Critick in Grammar, will una- 
voidably have him very deficient in 
other more neceſſary things, and it 
would be much the ſame, as if a Man 
{ſhould take Care, to have his Son al- 
ways furniſhed with neat and hand- 
ſome Shoes, whilſt the reſt of his Bo- 
dy is clothed in Rags. For much the 
ſame Proportion do the Feet bear to 
the reſt of the Body, that Grammar 
does to the other Parts of Language. 
And he that is furniſhed with ſuch a 
Share of it as I have above acknow- 
ledg'd to be neceffary for a Learner, 


will find no great Want of any more 
for the Writing and Speaking of Zatin, 


no nor for the Reading of it either ; 
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up in the Notes. 


wich renders their Lan 
able and offenſive, to 
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eſpecially if he make Uſe of good Edi- 
tions of the Claſſick Authors ; which, 
whoever has a Mind to make himſelf 
Maſter of the Latin Tongue, ſhould 
do.by all Means. For there it any 
rare or unuſual Form of Conſtruction, 
or any other Grammatical Difficulty 


chance to ſtop him, (which will but 


very ſeldom happen) he will find the 
Matter taken Notice of, and cleared 


If we examin the Works of ſuch as 


have writ in Latin, and are acknow- 


ledged to have acquitted themſelves 
but 8 meanly in Point of Language; 
we ſhall not find them guilty of trip- 
ping much in Matters of Grammar. 
Their Faults are of another Kind. The 
Uſe of improper Words, or the Want 
of ſuch Phraſes or Forms of Expreflion as 
areuſed by the Roman isthat 
e diſagree- 

as are well 
acquainted with Antiquity. Anthors 


' | fo deficient in Point of Style, cannot 


reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have had any 
profound Skill in Grammar, - And oa 
| She 4h Reéa- 
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Reaſon why they are ſeldom found 
faulty in that Particular is, that an Ac- 

uaintance with the general Rules of 

yt ax, together with the moſt com- 
mon Exceptions, is ſufficient, as I have 
already taken Notice, to the Purpoſe of 
Writing or Speaking of Latin. For 
the Imitation of Authors in things rare 
and uncommon, is ſo far from adding 
any Ornament to a Man's Style, that 
it is rather a Fault. At leaſt, the fre- 
quent Uſe of what is unuſual, as it 
muſt needs appear Pedantick and affe- 
Red, will be ſure to render a Man ri- 
diculous, and juſtly too; for if we 
would write well, that is, like the An- 
cients, we muſt like them be ſparing, 
in the Uſe of what they themſelves hut 
rarely made uſe of. | 

This, I hope, is ſufficient to ſhew, 
that a Grammar deſign'd for the Uſe 
of Boys at School, ſhould be compen- 
dious, that is, ſhould compriſe the 
moſt uſeful and neceſſary things, and 
thoſe only. And ſuch a one I think 
Lily's can hardly paſs for. He does not 
only abound with things that _ 

| Ng, 
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fling, and of little Uſe : . That is 3 
Fault on the right Side, and might ea- 


ſily be born with, if every, Maſter could 


but diſtinguiſh betwixt what is proper 
for Boys, and what is not; or Lily him- 
ſelf had taken Care to make any ſuch 
Diſtinction; but he is really very defi- 
cient in things neceſſary. Thus his. 
Rule for the Accuſative 00 before the 
Inſinitive Mood, Verba Infiniti Mol, 
&c. his Rules for the Uſe of the Infi- 
nitive after a Verb, or an Adjecti ve, the 
Ablative Abſolute, the Uſe of the Ge- 
runds. and Supines are all ridiculous, 
and contain no Manner of Direction, 
tho' theſe are Matters of Fu dat 
and neceſſary for Boys to be inform'd in. 
Theſe and other Faults I have above 
taken Notice of in him, are a ſufficient 
Reaſon for the laying him quite aſide. 
But as it is very difficult to prevail with 
Men to quit what they have once been 
accuſtomed to, tho' the Reaſons for a 
Change carry all the Light and Convi- 
ction in the World along with them., 
we ſhall, Iam afraid, keep to our old 


When 
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When Boys have pretty well dige- 
ſted the Rules of ther - Mk by 4 8 
the Uſe of their Engliſh Examples; it 
may be proper to fet them to make 
Exerciſe out of the Pantheon. But the 
Maſter himſelf, as I have ſaid before, 
muſt help them to ſuch Words as they 
want. Dictionaries are dangerous things 


| for Boys ſo young to make uſe of. 


And if we were but furniſhed with 
fuch Tranflations as have been above 
mentioned, to ſome of the Claſſick 
Authors; .it would bring them faſt for-- 
ward towards am Acquaintance with, 
and a ready Uſe of, proper Words, to 
make them now and. then read them 
into the Eatin of their Authors. 

_— the Tranſlation * woo . 
9 begins to grow eaſy, and they 
are able to - * Fr” in- 


Help; it will be Time to put them 
upon the Making of Latin Dialaguer. 
But becauſe the Invention of Boys ſo 
young is but barren, and without ſome 
Aſſiſtance, they will bring the Maſter 
the ſame poor Stuff over and over 
again; 


differently well, without the Maſter's 


_ 
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again; he muſt now and then read: 
them a Dialogue of his own Compoling, 
and oblige them to write in Imitation 
of it. Such a Book of Dialogues, as. 
I have above recommended, would be 
of vaſt Uſe to them in thoſe Exerciſes. 
After they have followed this Work 
for ſome time, and have thereby at- 


tained a pretty good Stock of proper 


Words and Phraſes, for common Con- 
verſation, they may be advanced to 
the Making of E ole — — 
Latin. This, of all the Exerci Boys 
are put upon at is ; 
they ſhould be kept pretty conſtantly 


to, after they once begin, till their. 


leaving the School. I propoſe the 
Writing of Exgliſh Epiſtles as well as 
Latin, for their Improvement in their 
own Language; a thing to be regard- 
ed and taken Care of, as of infinitely 
more Uſe and Importance than the 
Writing and Speaking of Latin. And 
it's a ſurprizing/ thing, that tho' we 
have the Example of the old Greeks ' 


and Romans for this, who were at a 
World 
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World of Pains to bring themſelves to 


an eaſy, proper, elegant Uſe of their 


own Language; and tho' the Reaſon 
of the Thing ſpeaks aloud of it ſelf, 
there ſhould be no Manner of Care 
taken of Youth as to this Matter ; but 
the Engliſh Tongue laid aſide as a ſor- 
ry, filly, inſignificant Thing; and their 
whole Time taken up betwixt Latin 


and Greek. But I am prevented upon 


this Head by Mr. Locke, and therefore 
to — refer my Reader. 5 

When Boys enter upon the Making 
of — they * lay aſide their 
Pant beon, to make Room for another 
Sort of Exerciſe, that: is, The Tranſlati- 
on of Latin into Engliſh. Till we have 
Tranſlations ſach às I have already 
mentioned, Juſtin, Cornelins Nepot, 
or Eutropiut, will be Books very proper 
to be made uſe of upon this Account. 
But I would have ſuch Parts of them 
fingled out for the Purpoſe, as contain 
the moſt remarkable Occurrences in 
ancient Story, in order to fix them the 
more effectually in the Memories of 


oung Lads.. 
young 3 When 


1 
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When ey are by theſe two Exer- 
ciſes of Engliſh Epiſtles, and the Tran- 
Alation of the Claſſicks brought to ſome- 
thing of a juſt, proper, and eaſy Uſe 
of the Engliſh Tongue; you may put 
into their Hands Kennet 's Antiquities, 
or Eachard's Roman Hiſtory. In the Uſe 
of theſe Authors the Maſter will do 
well to read them their Exerciſe over 
before they write it; furniſhing them 
with all the Variety of Words, and 
different Ways of expreſſing the ſame 
Senſe, he can think of. The laſt Sort 
of Exerciſe Boys are to be put upon at 
School, is Themes, Theſe, when they 
once begin with, theſe muſt be ke 
pretty cloſely too. This, I ſay, ought 
to be the laſt Sort of Exerciſe they are 
to be ſet to at School; for they cannot 
be reaſonably ſuppoſed in any tolerable 
Meaſure qualified for it, till they have 
in a good Degree attain'd the Idiom, 
and have got the peculiar Turn of a 


| Latin Style; till they begin to think 


and write ſomething like Men. Then 
perhaps it may not be wholly uſeleſs 
to exerciſe them that Way, not 4 

much 
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much for their Improvement in the 


Latin Tongue (for the other Exerciſes 


are more proper for that Purpoſe) as 
for the cultivating their Reaſon, by ob- 
liging them to ſtudy Morality, the moſt 
uſeful of all the Sciences, to form their 


Minds, and by giving them a right 


Senſe of Things, to prepare them to 
act their Parts like Men, when they 
come to appear upon the Stage of the 
World. But becauſe Boys muſt never 
be troubled with many Things at once, 
you muſt, I ſay, wait with Patience, 
till they are by the Uſe of the above- 
mentioned Exerciſes brought to ſome- 


thing of a genuine and proper Latin 


Style. For otherwiſe (ſuppoſing them 
in other Reſpects ripe enough to be en- 
tered in ſuch Kind of Exerciſe) their 
Thoughts will be ſo much divided be- 
twixt Senſe and Language to expreſs it 
in, that the former will be ſure to be as 
bad as the latter, which other wiſe 
would betolerable perhaps, if they had 
E 8 2 _ 3 
ved to an eaſy Way of expreſſing 
themſelves. _ 
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The moſt proper Way of enteri 
"them in this Exerciſe ould mY 
think, for the Maſter to put into their 
Hands Themes of his own Compoſing, 
for thei; Peruſal and Imitation. Their 
Performances in this Way, after he has 
ſhewn them the Faults of them, he 
may keep by him uncorrected, that by 
comparing them with what they do up- 
on the ſame Subject afterwards (for it 
will, I thimmk, be convenient to exerciſe 
them twice or thrice, at due Intervals 
of Time, upon the ſame Subjects) he 
may ſee how they improve. Tu h's 
Offices, as well as Seneca, ſhould be 
recommended to their private Readin 
at Home, as Books that will furni 
them with Thoughts and Language 
proper for their Purpoſe, in the Mak | 
ing of Themes. The latter indeed has 
a Mixture of the Stoick Leaven, which 
they muſt be warned of, as they hap- 
pen to fall into any of the Extravagan- 
ces Seneca as a Stock is here and there 
guilty of. | 

The Maſter, I think, ſhould never 
ſuffer them to put a falſe Gloſs upon 
ttinęs 


2d nr 
things, or to give the Appearance of 
Truth to what is not 2 All their 
Thoughts ſhould be conformable to 
Nature, and agreeable to the Reality 
of things. For they ought to make 
Themes, not ſo much for the Exerciſe 
of their Wit or Fancy, as of their Rea- 
fon and Judgment. The giving ſo 
much Encouragement to the former, 
whilſt the latter are but very little re- 
2 is, Tam afraid, a great Miſ- 
f e upon a great many ingenious 
young Lads. They thereby contract 
a Habit of thinking and talking looſe- 
ly and confuſedly, and ſeldom attain 
to Reaſon cloſely. Their being ſo 
much innured to the Ornaments and 
Finery of Rhetorick corrupts the Mind 
inſenfibly; and leaves it no more Re- 
"liſh for bare naked Truth, than a Per- 
ſon uſed to a luxurious high Way of Li- 
ving, has ordinarily for dry Bread. No 
ſooner do they ſet themſelves to write 
or fpeak upon any Subject, but the 
Mind hunts about for borrowed Orna- 
ments, ſuch as concern not the Nature 
of the Thing, but are only proper om 
c 
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ſet it off in ſome gay Manner, to ſtrike "pap 
ut 


the Imagination, and affect the Fancy; 
not to inform or ſatisfy a Man's Reaſon or 
Judgment. A Diſcourſe, tho' never ſo cloſe, 
rational, and ſtrong, yet if it come not re- 
commended with the uſual Embelliſhments of 
Oratory, which they were accuſtomed to ad- 
mire when at School, becauſe of the great Ap- 

lauſe that attended them, appears dry and in- 
1 id; and Truth, becauſe not dreſſed up with 
all the gaudy Ornaments of Rhetorick, can 
find no Reception with them. 

« All the Art of Rhetorick, /to uſe Mr. 

« Locke's Words, B. 3. Chap. 11. of his Eſſay) 
« befides Order and Clearneſs, all the artifi- 
« cial and by Ta Application of Words, 
« Eloquence hath 3 being for nothing 
«© elſe but to infinuate wrong Ideas, move the 
« Paſſions, and thereby miſlead the Judgment; 
« and ſo being perfect Cheat, ſhould diſ- 
allowed and diſcouraged.” And to prevent 
that Confuſion and Want of Clearneſs, fo 
viſible in your Men of Oratory and Declama- 
tion, let the Minds of Boys, as ſoon as capable 
of it, be furniſh'd with clear and aiſlinft ideas, 
of the Things they read; eſpecially in Divinity 
and Morality, as being a bore all other Parts of 
| Literature, af the greateſt Concern to Mankind. 
They ſhould be frequently warn'd againſt that 
Abuſe of Language, which conſiſts in uſing 
Words, trough Went of Care, for Idas dif- 
fer nt from thoſe to which common Uſe has an- 
nexed them, or without any ſettled determi- 
nate Meaning at all; a Fault « hich Men, even 
Authors that make a very great Noiſe in the 
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World, and are look'd upon as the very Stan- 
dards of Truth and 2 Language, are apt to 
be guilty of. This Caution is of the greateſt 
Uſe to enable a Man to ſteer his Courſe aright 


towards Truth, and true Happineſs. And it is 


to the Want of it chiefly, we muſt impute the 
various Errors, which make ſuch wild Diſtra- 
Ciion and Confufion in the World. Let but 
the Mind be furniſhed with clear and diſting I- 
deas upon ſuch Subjects, as are of the greateſt 


Concern to Men to be inform'd in; and the 


Way to the weightieſt Truths, upon which de- 
pend the Peace and good Order of this World, 


with the Happineſs of the next, will be made. 


ſmooth and eaſy. The Maſter cannot therefore 
be too careful to implant in the Minds of Youth, 


an babitual Cautiouſneſs againſt a careleſs Uſe - 


of Words, inuring them to reflect upon thoſe 
they make Uſe of; by asking them now and 
then, what they mean by them; letting them 
underſtard, that it is too common a Practice for 


Men to have Words in their Mouths without 


any diſtinft Meaning; and that therefore, it 
beboves them to have a Care of being guilty of 
tile Folly of talking like Parrots. 

By ihat Time Boys are fit to be enter'd in 
Cree, or ſooner, it may be convenient to bring 
them acquainted with the Publick News, by ma- 
king them read the Evening-Poſt, or ſome other 
News-Paper conſtantly. Theſe the Maſter may 
at firſt read along with them; explaining as 
Occafion offers, the Terms of War, and what- 
ever elſe he apprehends they do not under. 
tand. For this Purpoſe they ſhould have a 
good Scheme of Fort. ficatien, with all the 


Parts 
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Parts explain'd ; ſuch as that in Dr. Harrs's 


Lexicon Technicum. There was a Pro ect ſet on 
Foot ſome Years ago, but preſently laid down 


again, of publiſhing a Weekly News-Paper in La- 


tm, under the Title of, Mercarias Romans. I 
know not why that Thing was not encoura- 
ped. unleſs it be thought Criminal by ſuch as 

llow the common Method of Teaching, to 
acquaint Boys with any Thing but Words. For 
this, I think, there can be no re iſonable Ob- 
jection againſt, fince it will be both diverting 
and uſefal, without being any Hinderance at 
all to their other Bufineſs; will give them 


Manly Thoughts, and a Reliſh for the Com- 


pany and Converſation of Men; among(t 
whom, News always makes one Head of Dif- 
bug Boys ing the Greek T 

are petting the Greek Tongue, 
it will not be amiſs to put inte their Hands 
Diony ſtus Pet avias s Rationarixm Temporum: From 
the ſecond Part of which, the Maſter 2 
gn_ teach them as much Chronology as wi 


. 


neceflary for the more orderly digeſting 
what Hiſtory they read in their Memories. 

rather recommend this than Srranchins; becauſe, 
befides the Epochs made Uſe of in Hiſtory, and 


other Things of that Nature, it contains a ſuc- 


cin and methodical Account of the Affairs of 
Mankind, down from the Creation of the 
World, to the laſt Century, which will be of 


great Uſe to them; not only to revive the Me- 


mory, of what they read in their Greek and Re- 


man Authors, but likewiſe ts acquaint them 


with the moſt remarkable Revolutions and 
Tranſactions, that have been in the World, 
F.a 6 ſinc e 
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ſince the Diſſolution of the Roman Empire. Per- 
haps it may be convenient, to acquaint them 
more Na with the Hiſtory of their 
Native Country, by putting into their Hands 
fuch a Book as M-dulla Hiſtoriæ Anglicane. Theſe 
they ſhould be ordered to read at ſpare Hours 
by themſelves at Home, that they may not in- 
terrupt the Courſe of their other Bufineſs 
in the School; only the Technical Part of 
Chronology will require a little of the Maſter's 
Ae. IE EP! 

Nor wi 8s, if rightly managed, be ſo a- 
verſe to N their 3 of the 
Maſter's Sight, after this Manner. It is the 
Fault of an ill Method of Education, I am a 
to belie ve, 22 ſpeaking, and not the 
Boys, that they have no greater Inclination for 
Books and Study. They underſtand ſo little, 
I believe, for the moſt Part, of what th 
read, perfectly well, and as they ſhoul 
do, and are ſo hardly and ſeverely uſed with- 
al, that it is no Wonder, if they have ſo lit- 
tle Stomach to what they cannot but look 
upon as the Occafion of all their Woe. And 
they would, no doubt of it, have as great a 
Didike to their beſt beloved Sports and Divers 
fions, as they haye to their Books, if they 
mould procure them-as much ill Uſage for 
eight or ten Years together, as the latter uſu- 
ally do. Let but Boys be * managed 
without ſuch Abundance of Whipping and 
Scourging for their Books : Let them proceed 
regularly, and by in(enfible Steps of Difference, 
from what is caſy and ſuited to their tender 
Capacities, to what is more difficult, without 


being 


FE 
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being puzzled and exed by the Uſe of 
Authors and Exerciſe above their Years or Im- 
provement; ſee they have every Thing made 
as ſmooth, eaſy, an PO as (54 my 


that they be gently help'd over the Difficul- 
ties and Rubs that are in their Way, without 
Blows and ill Language: Let their Minds be 
ſatisfied with a perfect Comprehenſion of what 
they read; and „ ou will find the 
Averſion they uſually have to Study and Appli- 
cation, is not to be imputed to Nature, but ſome- 
thing elſe. Knowledge is naturally grateful 
and acceptable to the Mind: And nothing al- 
moſt could render the Charms of Learning in- 
effectual, but the ſlaviſh Diſcipline of the Rod. 

I fay not this, that I think that Inſtrument 
of Correction is never to be made Uſe of: It 
will be neceſſary at leaſt for the Puniſhment 


of Vice, which indeed ſhould. never ſcape it, 


(eſpecially Stubbornneſs or Rebellion, the 

reateſt Fault a Child is capable of) and by 
the Maſtex's uſing it much more upon that than 
any other Occafion, the Boys ſhould be made 
ſenſible of the heinous Nature of any Faults of 


that Kind, above all others. But this 1 ſhall 


be bold to ſa, That for once a Boy, in the 
common Management of the Schools, ſuffers 
for any Fault in his Buſineſs, really his own, he 
is puniſhed twice, at leaſt, for thoſe of his 


Maſter, or the Method he makes Uſe of. For 


till I ſee a Reformation in the vulgar Manner 
of educating Youth, I muſt be of Opinion, 
That for one Blunder a Boy is really to blame 
ſcr, he muſt commit ſeveral, which are to be 

F 3 charged 
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charged upon Want of Method, or a due Way 
- of ing in the Maſter. 
I hall ſay no more upon this Head, but refer 


my Reader to that great Maſter of the Art of Edu- 
- tation, Mr. Locke. His Book deſerves to be 
well read and confider'd by every School-Ma- 
ter. For tho moſt of the Leſſons he gives are 
adapted to a private Education, and there- 
fore not cable in a School; yet there are 
here and there ſome Things, which a prudent 
Maſter may make his Advantage of. But that 
Book, in my 2 above all others, de- 
ſerves the moſt ſerious Confideration of all ſo. 
ber thinking Gentlemen, that are in good Ear- 
neſt concern'd for the Welfare of their own 
Children, and the Nation too. If the Method 
there laid down for a private Education (which 
1s l the moſt proper for a Gentleman) 
was duly followed by thoſe whoſe Circumſtan- 
ces very well enable them to bear the Expence, 


it would produce, I believe, another Kind of 


Reformation in the World, than any Means 

made Uſe of, ever did. For, as that Great 

an rightly obſerves in the D.dication of his 

Book, * If the Gentlemen are by their Edu- 

« cation once ſet right, they will quickly bring 
« all the reſt into Order. 

Virtue, as I took Notice in the Beginning, 
ſhould be the pope Thing aim'd at in Ed u- 
cation, fince every Thing elſe Youth are to be 
inſtructed in, receives its Value from it; and is 


of little Uſe, nay for the moſt Part dangerous 


and miſchievous without it. Learning in a vi- 
cious Men being ſomething like a Sword in the 
Hands of a mad Man, And th,” the Care of 
Youth 
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Youth, in this Particular, does more properly 
belong to the Parents and Miniſters, than the 
Mafter, no more being uſually expected from 
him, than that he ſhould give the Boys due 
Correction, whenever he catches them in any 
Vice at School; yet, I think, it may very well 
become him, to concern himſelf a little fur- 
ther, in a Matter of ſo much Conſequence 3 
where all his Care and Inftruftion, joined to 
that of the Parents and Miniſters, will be lit- 
tle enough to prevent the Contagion of Vice, 
and the Growth of evil Habits. For this Pur- 
ſec, right Notions of God and Religion ſhould 
be inſtill'd into their Minds now and then, as 
Occafion may offer, in the reading of Authors. 
Any uſeful Hints or Reflections they meet 
with, the Maſter ſhould improve, and enlarge 
upon, for their Inſtruction in Morality. Vice 
muſt be expoſed in its proper Colours, as that 
which renders a Man a Torment to himſelf, 
being commonly attended with great Angujſh 
of Mind, Shame, and Confuſion; whilſt Vi- 
tue muſt be deſcribed in all her Charms and 
Allurements; and ſet off, as abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to true and ſolid Happineſs The Hiſto- 
ries they read will furniſh them with Exam- 
ples in both Kinds. The Maſter muſt not fail 
upon ſuch Occaſions, to obſerve to them, how 
precious the Memory of good and brave Men, 
mention'd in Hiſtory, is, and will be, to all 
Ages: How they are extoll'd by the Hiſtorians, 
from whom we receive the Knowledge of their 
great and noble Actions; how they have been 
magnified and admired in all Times, and will be 
to the End of the mo: Whilſt the Vota- 
4 ries 
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ries of Vice are condemn'd to tual In- 


famy ; having been curſed and abhorred whilſt 
they ated their Parts fo wretchedly in the 
World, as their Memories always will be to 
all ſucceeding Generations. Youth muſt, by 
Leflons to this Purpoſe, be inſpir'd with the 


Matter of that vaſt Moment, that if it can be 
compaſſed, will be more worth than all they 
can learn beſides. 

When they have got Greek enough for it, I 
think, they ſhould be made to read now and 
then a Chapter in the Sepruagint, that is, the 
hiſtorical Part of it; or the Goſpels and At in 
the New-Teſtament, which the 1 


aſter muſt ex- 
lain to them, where they meet with any 
Þifficuley that requires his Help. But here 
I would not have them troubled with any ab- 
ſtruſe Points of Divinity. The Maſter may 
content himſelf with giving them the litera 
Senſe and Meaning, where he finds them at 2 
Lofs, enlarging now and then upon Matters of 
Practice, and ſuch as my have an Influence 
upon the Manners. He muſt endeavour to 
make them ſenfible, that God Almighty has gi- 
yen them the natural Senſe and Reaſon they 
are endued with, in Order to find out the true 
Way to Happineſs ; and that it is their Duty,, 
and of the greateſt Importance to their Wel. 
fare, both here and hereafter, as their Parts 
and Reaſon ripen and improve, to make a moſt 
impartial Enquiry into Matters of Religion, 
with the utmoſt Care. And this muſt be fre- 
quently inculcated upon them; moſt People 


being either naturally averſe to any Cuquiey of 
3 


Love of Virtue, and an Abhorrence of Vice; a 
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this Kind, or ſo ſtupid, as not to think it ne- 
ceſſary. They follow thoſe that go before 
them, without confidering whither the Way 
leads to, or what may be the 88 of 
ſuch a blind Refignation of their Reaſon to 
Guides, who for ought they know, may be as 
ſenſeleſs as themſelves, and lead them at laſt 
into the Pit of Deſtruction. 

This is a Leflon to be given them after their 
Reaſon has been exerciſed and improved in 
the reading of Latin and Greek Autho:'s. Bur 
the Idea 1 an Almighty Being, that made and 

overns the World. ſees and knows __ 
Thing, and from whom no Secrets are hid, 
ſhould be form'd in them, and inculcated be- 
times, as the Foundation of all Religion. For, 
how innate ſoever ſome People may imagine it 
be not taken 
to implant this Idea in the Minds of Youth; 
the Generality will but have very od 
Thoughts of him, and ſuch as will derogate 
very much from the infinite Grandeur and 
Ma of that Eterna] Being, and have little 


more Influence upon them than none at all. - 


God ſhould never be ſpoke of but with all the 
Tokens of a pron Reverence and Venera- 
tion, as the Author of all that is good, upon 
whom Mankind have an abſolute Dependance, 


and at whoſe Hands they receive whatever 


they enjoy, And as their Reaſon comes to 
them, and they become capable of it, they 


ſhould be ſhewn from that admirable Wiſdom 


and Contrivance, which appear in all the 

Works of the Creation, what great Reaſon 

we have to believe the Exiſtence o n 
RANG wo 
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I would likewiſe have the Arguments upon 
which the Credibility of the Chriftian Religion 
is founded, laid before them. This the Ma- 


ſter may take Occafion to do now and then, 


when they read the Greek Teſtament, racy 
them, for further Satisfaction, to Hugo Grotins 

Veritate Religions Chriſtiane, Mon ſr. Le Clerc's Canſes 
of Incredulity, and Bi 
ed at Boyle's Leffure. This would be a likely 
Means, I think, to prevent the Growth of 


Deiſm, ſo much complained of amongſt us. 


For the Being of a God, and the Truth of 
the Chriſtian 1 when placed in all the 
Light, and ſet o 


Hands, force themſelves u 
ev the Poſſibility of any 


judice. Thoſe only are capable of ſtandin 


out againſt ſa much Evidence, whoſe Progreſs 
in all the Ways of Lewdneſs and Debauchery, 
has made them ſhut their Eyes againft cleareſt 

Sun-ſhine, and ruſh head- long forward in the 
Paths of Ruine and Deſtruction, by laying 


afide all Religion, as Cheat and Impoſture, 


becauſe not to be reconcil'd to the undiſturb d 
and eaſy Purſuit of their Pleaſures. I am ſure, 
how much foever ſome Men may value their 


own quick Sight, and Strength of Parts, in 


being able to diſcover the Cheat and Vanity 
of Religion, and to free themſelves, as they i- 


magine, from a Burthen that fits ſo heavy upon 


bop Blacka'l's Sermons preach- 


with all the Advantages. 
they are capable of, which the Labour of ſe- 
veral worthy learned Men has done to our 
n the Mind be. 
efitance ; at leaſt 
th ſuch as are not as yet prepoſſeſs'd by Fre- 


the reſt of Mankind; they only Betray their 
en Want of what they ſo much pretend to, 
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Reaſon, which declares ſo very plainly far 
theſe great Points, that he has hard l ſo much 
of it, in my Opinion, as to give him a juſt 
Title to the Name of a Man, that can, after 
He has conſider d the Arguments alledged in 
Proof of them, really doubt of the Being of a 
God, and the Truth of the Chriſtian Rel; ion. 
Perhaps it may not be amis, if the Maſter 
makes them read Huge Grot ins, or ſome Parts 
of him in the School; the reſt they may be 
directed to peruſe by themſelves on 1 
and let the er examine them now and then 
to ſee they do ſo. 

I am well aware, it will be a great Surprize 
upon ſome People, to hear Talk of Boys at 
School being troubled. with Things of this 
Nature. This they'll ſay is to confound the Buſi- 
neſs of a School-Maſter, with that of a Divinity 
Profeflor. I cannot help it, if it be; this Iam 
ſure of, that theſe are Things of the greateſt 
Concern to them, with Reſpect to the Life they 
are to lead here upon Earth, as well as that to 
come ; and therefore, if they are in any Mea- 
ſure capable of undexitanding them, before they 
leave the School, as in this Method of Edu- 
cation, I think they will ; there can be no Ob- 
jection againſt what I have adviſed, worth an 
Anſwer, It will be in vain to pretend Want 
of Time, when ſo much of it is every where 
ſpent in the ſcribling of Themes and Verſes 
much more diſproportion'd to the Capacities 
of Boys. If you want Time, let thoſe Exer- 
ciſes give Place to what is of infinitely more 


Uſe, and then there will be Time enough. 


I have 


13:. n E SSA T 
I bare now gone thro' all the Parts of that 
Method I think moſt proper to be taken with 
Boys at School. I cannot foreſee what Ob- 
jections it will be liable to, unleſs perha 
ſome People may think the Buſineſs I preſcri 
too much ſor Boys to get through at School. 
Bat this, I hope, upon Examination, will be 
to proceed from nothing but Prejudice 
in Favour. of the common Method of Teach- 
ing; in which, becauſe Boys do ſo very little, 
it will be concluded impoſſible for them to do 
ſo och more. — e A ons hy of 
a Way of proceeding ſomething like this I have 
here — ſatisfies me, that all I have 
adviſed, is very practicable: Of the Truth of 
which, this. one Conſideration may be enough 
to ſatisfy any reaſonable thipking Man, that 
were hut Boys furniſhed with literal Tranſla- 
tions of Authors, ſuch as have been ſo fre- 
. quently mentioned above, they would read al- 
molt as much in a Day, as they now do in 2 
Week. This is ſo undeniably plain, that it 
will not ſo much as bear a Diſpute ; and by it, 
* reaſonable Perſon may eafily judge, what 
a Progreſs Boys would make, and how much 
ſuperiour to what they now uſually do make, 
were they but aſſiſted by a due and regular 
Manner of Proceeding, in all the other Parts 
of their Buſineſs, as wel! as this. 
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